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What does the future look like?
How are we able to look into the future and see what it will be like in a few years? Are we
ready for what that will bring? Letter carriers across this great country are being constantly
attacked by legislation in Washington, D.C. It doesn’t really matter who is in charge of the
administration because we have been attacked by both sides. We currently have tweets telling the American people that the USPS needs to be privatized due to the service not making
money. Has the current administration actually looked at the real numbers and try to figure
out what has crippled the USPS since 2006? The previous administration didn’t actually take
much action to support legislation to help the USPS. In 2012, the "Middle Class Tax Relief and
Job Creation Act of 2012” forced workers to increase their FERS contribution from 0.8% to 3.1%.
Richard Byrne,
That was an increase of 2.3% at that started in 2013
after the legislation was passed. Then the Bipartisan President
Budget Act of 2013 increased it again in 2014 from
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3.1% to 4.4%.
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Letter carriers have been constantly fighting to
keep six day delivery, door to door delivery, and
moving the delivery standards back to July 2012 to provide great service to our customers on
a daily basis. The battle never ends! Now with the current administration putting out their
agenda to privatize the United States Postal Service, we are needing to come together like
never before to fight against this very harmful agenda that will cripple all of us as letter carriers
and our brothers and sisters in the USPS.
There is new legislation that was presented on July 16th, 2018, and already has 101 cosponsors for this resolution. Again, this is bi-partisan legislation and is supported by both
sides since we are America’s Postal Service and privatizing the USPS would devastate the rural
areas. I have been in contact with Congressman Ken Buck’s office asking him to co-sponsor
this legislation and get on board with protecting the USPS while being there for his constituents in the 4th Congressional District. Please feel free to call Congressman Buck’s office in
Greeley at 970-702-2136 and ask him to co-sponsor H.Res 993. We need to protect the delivery for our customers as well as protection for our jobs. You can also contact Congressman Buck’s office in Washington, D.C. at 202-225-4676.
Please take an active part in fighting for your job. Many don’t
want to step up and make calls because they aren’t sure what to
expect on the other end from a staff member in the office of the
legislator. They work for you! I’ve never had anyone be confrontational over the phone. Be sure you know the facts before
calling. Do your research. Feel confident in your position and
what you are asking your representative to co-sponsor and/or
vote on.
Continued on Page 8…
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Contact Information:
Stewards
Greeley Main:
Rick Byrne
cell 970-576-8507
Greeley Downtown:
Gaylan Olander
cell 97-381-4823
Alternate Steward:
Brendan Donnelly
614-519-9980

Evans:
Rick Byrne
cell 970-576-8507

Fort Morgan:
Willow Graves-Perez
cell 970-405-0919
Alternate Steward:
Brandon Webb
970-441-1203

Sterling:
Paula Schmitt
cell 970-520-4684
Alternate Steward:
Trish Salvador
970-571-3213
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NALC National Convention
The NALC National Convention was held July 16th—20th in
Detroit. Your delegation consisted of Rick Byrne, Isaiah Nothem,
Jim Rosenow, John Thompson, Rob Foster, Brett Truesdell, Patty
Truesdell, Martin Martinez and Leon Irvin.
I can’t thank the delegates enough for attending all of the training
classes offered daily. The classes started early in the morning and
concluded later in the evening after the daily convention business
concluded. The delegation was able to attend every class that was
offered and this information will be included in this and future newsletters to help educate the membership on the latest news from
NALC headquarters.

Thank you delegates!

Thank you in large part to the efforts of NALC members and their families, all of the resolutions listed below have strong bi-partisan support in congress. Keep fighting the good
fight and get more support for these resolutions. Please contact Congressman Ken Buck’s
office and ask him to co-sponsor all of the items listed below. Help us get the support increased. Greeley Office : 970-702-2136 Washington, D.C. Office: 202-225-4676

Please continue to ask your representatives in the House to support strong postal services by co-sponsoring NALC's priority resolutions:
H.Res. 15 (six-day mail delivery): 255 co-sponsors (increased from 251)
H.Res. 28 (door delivery): 246 co-sponsors (increased from 243)
H.Res. 31 (service standards): 227 co-sponsors (increased from 216)

Articles published in the Branch 324 Union Advisor are the views & opinions of the author and do not necessarily represent
the views of Branch 324, the NALC, it’s officers or the Postal Service. You may reprint the contents of this newsletter provided
that you give appropriate credit.
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We have an important election coming up in the next few weeks for our
NALC National Business Agent for Region 4. Roger Bledsoe has been our
NBA for many years and is retiring at the end of this year. We are lucky to
have two good candidates running against each other to fill Roger’s shoes for
the next four years. Both candidates have experience as Regional Administrative Assistants for Region 4. Dan served six years as RAA before taking a
leave of absence to take care of his mother since they were unable to relocate her. Anita was appointed during that time to fill the second RAA position that was vacated when RAA Ray Tillman retired. John Robles was appointed as RAA after Dan went to Arizona to care for his mother. Dan’s
mother is doing very well now and he made a promise to letter carriers in
Region 4 while he was a RAA that he would run for NBA when Roger retired
to continue to fight for letter carriers. Anita has a desire to continue the
work that she started as an RAA two years at the NBA’s office and also continue her work fighting for letter carriers. This vote is very important for our
region and we would like each of you to understand the qualities of each candidate prior to voting. Feel free to contact any of the branch officers if you
require additional information prior to sending in your ballot. Thank you!
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“In Good Hands”
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
I recently attended the 71st Biennial convention of the NALC, which was hosted by Branch
1 in Detroit. I want to thank the members of Branch 324 for allowing me to go and represent you. President Fred Rolando addressed the over 5000 delegates and union activists on
the first day with a rigorous assessment of the challenges facing letter carriers - political,
legislative and regulatory.
Throughout the week, I attended several workshops held
before and after the general sessions. The first one was the
Brett Truesdell,
City Delivery Workshop. Director of City Delivery Chris
Sergeant At Arms
Jackson and his staff talked about many issues affecting city
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letter carriers, such as the expansion of service, the carrier
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academy, Article 12, PTF and CCA conversions, mobile robots being tested in Germany and Australia, testing of new
automated equipment, new vehicles (which are now not scheduled to be rolled out until January of 2020 at the earliest). They also talked about the new 3849’s, a virtual timecard, requesting unscheduled sick leave online, the new scanners and a task force studying new casing methods. Some of the things the NALC is looking at are self-management, eliminating
MSPs, recreating parcel routes and utilizing technology to make letter carrier jobs easier.
They said we are also getting close to having an agreement on a new joint route adjustment
process (maybe by the end of the year). Throughout the week there were many guest speakers at the convention including Rep. Nancy Pelosi from California and the House Minority
Leader. She stressed that the Democrats are committed to supporting letter carrier issues in
Congress. Since this is an election year for our National Officers, nominations were held at
the convention. Later in the year, you will be getting a ballot in the mail to elect new officers. Please take the time to vote. In my 32 years working for the postal service there have
been many changes (some good, mostly bad or should I say not well thought out). But the
one thing that has always stayed the same is the strong leadership of our National Officers.
Every time I go to a state or national convention, my opinion is reinforced. I truly believe
we are all in good hands.
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Did you know…..
Lately there has been an abundance of negative media concerning the USPS's financial state.
I was fortunate enough to attend a workshop at the Letter Carrier's Convention in Detroit
titled The 21st Century Postal Service. The workshop was given by a representative from
the USPS Office of the Inspector General (OIG) who directly audits the USPS. During his
latest audit he found the USPS is performing well contrary to media reports.
The Inspector General found very good news for the USPS. The numbers say the USPS is
structurally sound and the cash position has never been better.
There is over 12 billion dollars of cash on hand
Jim Rosenow,
The CFRS retirement system is fully funded
OWCP Steward
The FERS retirement system has 49 billion dollars
“Workman’s Comp”
in its account
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The health care fund for future retirees is 76%
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funded
There is more good news...
The USPS delivers more packages than any other delivery service
Parcels are the future foundation of the USPS
There is no political support for privatization
There is no political support for 5 day delivery
The USPS has the best funded Health Care of any private or public company
There is no evidence of the USPS not financially surviving. This is not a sinking ship
The USPS is a solid part of the national infrastructure. We, you and I, on a daily basis, deliver mail at the most affordable rates of any industrialized country in the world.
You can do your part. Vote. Our Congressional Representatives and Senators legislate our
future. Who do you want to guide us into the future? Think about it.
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(“What does the future look like?” continued from page 1)
The NALC has fact sheets on www.nalc.org under the ‘Government Affairs’ tab. Click on the ‘Legislative Activities’ and you will
see all of the updates along with the fact sheets that help you prepare for your call. Once you call a few times, it becomes much
easier and your confidence will build up. It takes all of us to come together and make a stand for what we need to fight for as
letter carriers. I know we vary along party lines as letter carriers and many of us have stronger beliefs in other aspects of our
daily lives but we need to come together to support our brothers and sisters for the future of the USPS. It has been great seeing more new faces at the monthly meetings. I hope that this increases so that more letter carriers can get informed of their
rights and know where we need to work together not just for what we deal with on the legislative front, but what we deal with
locally in our offices. Be there for each other! We have management attacking us from all sides and the last thing we need is
letter carriers throwing each other under the bus.
See you at the next meeting,
Rick

Want to learn more about topics at the National Convention?
One of the great things about the national conventions are the
workshops. lf you go to the NALC website and sign up for
members only you can watch many of these workshops. They
cover many topics and are very well done. So check them out
and see if you are interested in any of them. I would like to
thank the membership for sending us to Detroit for the national
convention. I am always impressed with our regional and national leaders. They do a great job of helping our state and local
leaders and the represent us very well.

John Thompson,
Branch Trustee
NALC Dwight Palser
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Office Updates
Greeley offices:
We are still working through the issues on the changing of start times. We have attempted to work with
management on going back to the earlier start time, but they are getting pressure from district. The mail is
usually at the office when we arrive but with the shortage of clerks it now becomes a staffing issue. We
will give updates when we get them.
Evans office:
I would like to congratulate Melissa Meza on her conversion to PTF following the resolution of M-01892
on July 27th, 2018. The conversion should take place in September 2018. Melissa has been working very
hard in Evans as a CCA and has been patiently awaiting this decision from the national dispute. There are
going to be approximately 5,000 conversions on September 1st across the country. CCAs that have 30
months of relative standing or more in offices of 200 work years or more will be converted to full-time
regular. CCAs that have 30 months of relative standing or more in offices less than 200 work years will be
converted to PTF.
Fort Morgan office:
The arbitration for the LMOU impasse was scheduled for July 27th, 2018. While our advocate was working hard on preparing to litigate the facts in front of the arbitrator, she received a call from the USPS advocate. The arbitration was resolved the night prior to the arbitration and we prevailed. CCAs at the Fort
Morgan Installation are now allowed to be on the annual leave calendar and be included in all of the bidding starting in November. The language is being added to the LMOU and copies will be sent to the office
when complete.
Sterling office:
The arbitration hearing on the LMOU was rescheduled due to the arbitrator having an emergency in June.
At the time this newsletter was sent to print, a new date hasn’t been scheduled. With the positive results
from the pre-arb of the Fort Morgan LMOU, we are hoping that the Sterling LMOU impasse will be resolved prior to being scheduled for arbitration. We will let everyone know of the updates when we know
them.
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My name is Anita Lewallen and I’m running for National Business Agent (NBA) for Region 4. Ballots
will be mailed out very soon to all NALC members nationwide both active and retired. Democracy
prevails in this great union of ours and every member’s vote carries the same weight. I encourage you
to cast your vote early to ensure the election committee receives it on time.
As you will see below, I’ve been active in the union for most of my 19+ year career. While still a PTF,
I stepped up and became the branch president. I held that position until President Fredric Rolando appointed me as Regional Administrative Assistant. I’ve been successful in all levels of the Dispute Resolution Process – from Informal A to arbitration.
While the grievance process is what most members think of when they think of the union, being an
effective NBA is more than being a good steward. Being a former high school teacher, I understand
how different people learn and have developed strategies to ensure that everyone who attends one of
my trainings leaves with a full understanding of the subject matter.
In my current position, I oversee all of our region’s Step B teams and arbitration advocates. I can report that the individuals we have in these positions are all excellent representatives for Region 4 and
work tirelessly to ensure your contractual rights are preserved. I also meet on each and every case
prior to it being scheduled for arbitration in an attempt to settle it before having to go to hearing. I
also spend a great deal of time assisting members with OWCP claims and helping them with the appeal
process when their claim is wrongfully denied.
As NBA, my focus will be on education – plain and simple. Our members deserve stewards and representatives that have the most knowledge possible so they can be successful in their endeavors. Education is also paramount to motivate members to give to the Letter Carrier Political Fund.
President Fredric Rolando and many other national officers have endorsed my candidacy. I urge you to
support the Rolando-Renfroe Team and humbly request your support in the upcoming election.
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The decisions that are listed above were national disputes and were resolved on July 27, 2018. These disputes
have been sitting at the national level going through many discussions between the NALC and USPS. Thankfully
we prevailed on all of the decisions and this will only help in the future when the next phase of contract negotiations begin next summer on the next national agreement.
There will be several adjustments on the upcoming paychecks for the CCAs and you need to make sure that
you get what has been fought so hard for each and every one of you. If you have any questions, please contact
your steward as soon as possible so that any inconsistencies can be grieved if necessary.

Page 12

The Union Advisor

NALC Mutual Benefits Association
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Address Service Requested
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TO:
NALC Branch 324
P.O. Box 341
Greeley, CO 80632
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Branch 324 Officers
President……………………………………….Rick Byrne
Vice-President ………………………………..Gaylan Olander
Treasurer………………………………………Rob Foster
Secretary………………………………………Isaiah Nothem
Trustees…………………………………...…..John Thompson, Martin Mateo-Martinez & Justin Stanfill
Director of Retired Carriers..……………….Patty Truesdell
Sergeant of Arms……………………….……Brett Truesdell
Director of Health Benefits…………………Currently Vacant
Letter Carrier Political Fund
By making a contribution to the Letter Carrier Political Fund, you are doing so voluntarily with the understanding that your contribution is not a condition of
membership in the National Association of Letter Carriers or of employment by the Postal Service, nor is it part of union dues. You have a right to refuse to
contribute without any reprisal. The Letter Carrier Political Fund will use the money it receives to contribute to candidates for federal office and undertake
other political spending as permitted by law. Your selection shall remain in full force and effect until cancelled. Contributions to the Letter Carrier Political
Fund are not deductible for federal income tax purposes. Federal law prohibits the Letter Carrier Political Fund from soliciting contributions from individuals
who are not NALC members, executive and administrative staff or their families. Any contribution received from such an individual will be refunded to that
contributor.

Attention! Branch Meetings are held the 1st Thursday of every month.
Location—2525 16th Street, Suite F (downstairs) at 6:30pm
Remember that on Branch meeting nights dinner is served.

