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A Message from
Pastor Edward A. Garrett
FOLLOW THE LORD
“When you see the Levitical priests carrying the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord your God,
move out from your positions and follow them. Since you have never traveled this way
before, they will guide you. Stay about half a mile behind them, keeping a clear distance
between you and the Ark.” Joshua 3:3-4
The Israelites were in a position of marvelous opportunity and new beginnings. They
had arrived at the long-awaited Promised Land. The only thing preventing entry was
the Jordan River with its overflowing banks of raging waters. These torrents brought
fear to the Israelites. They had never traveled this way before. And so there, near the
Jordan, they parked, anticipating the greatness of what could be, while living in the
season of the unknown.
The Israelites were encouraged to follow the leading of the Lord. This was
encouraging to some, doubtful to others, and perhaps, foolish to a few. Encouraging to
those who recalled God’s leading out of Egypt, through the Red Sea and the wilderness
to this point. Doubtful to those who lacked understanding of the ways of the Lord.
“Yes, He led us in the past, but can He get us across this river?” Foolish to those who
trusted their own wisdom and logical mind… “Why should we follow the Ark of the
Covenant? What we need is a boat.” I’m sure the stories of God’s power over the Red
Sea, water from a rock, manna from the sky, countless quail flying to their feet, had
been passed down to this generation. So, what’s the solution? The solution was the
same for them as it is for us today. Since we’ve never traveled this way before, we are
compelled to carefully and patiently FOLLOW THE LEADING OF THE LORD.
We have never traveled this way before. We have never experienced a virus that has
claimed the lives of a thousand people in a day. We have never been advised to stay in
the safety of our homes for the good of the community. We have never received the
encouragement to practice hygiene as we do now. We have never traveled this way
before.
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So, what do we do? We carefully and patiently follow the leading of the Lord. The
Lord is leading His church outside of her hallowed walls and forcing us into the
community. Here at P.O.C we are utilizing digital methods to reach people with the hope
and assurance of God’s presence. Following the leading of the Lord has led us to become
better neighbors, considering the needs of the elderly, the disadvantaged, and those
suffering loneliness in our communities. Following the leading of the Lord has increased
family time, not just to home-school, but times of laughter, creating memories that will
endure long after this crisis has ended.
Following the leading of the Lord, we are intentionally connecting with family
members for meaningful conversation of concern and love. More than anything, we
follow the leading of the Lord to intentionally reach out to those in our circles and tell
them about the lovingkindness of Jesus Christ. We acknowledge the Sovereign Lord, for
who He is, and we are grateful for His presence among us. We discover fresh realities as
we read the Word, pray, and listen to Him. We praise Him for His protection of
ourselves and our loved ones. We thank Him for His provisions of shelter, food, and
rest. Yes, while we endure this season our God continues to provide His rest. We have
never traveled this way before. Think about it. Consider all the tremendous
opportunities and new beginnings that await and be grateful. I thank God for making a
way for his people to come together again for corporate worship. Not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another:
and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.
“Father, You can do all things. Nothing is impossible for You. Your Word tells us if we
ask anything according to Your will, You will hear our prayers. So, we ask You to move in
our lives and we will follow. Move us from a place of worry and concern to a place of
courage and boldness. Move us from a place of contentment and indifference to a place
of purpose and mission. And move us from a place of discouragement and defeat to a
place of joy and triumph. Now all glory to God who is able to keep you from falling, and
to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, To the only
wise God our Savior, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever.

Amen.
Be encouraged

Happy Birthday Pastor
Garrett

From the POC Youth and
Church Family

Attention Youth
Youth Flag and Praise Dance Ministry practice occurs on Fridays
from 6 PM to 7 PM. All youth are invited to participate.

Go to church
Read your bible
Obey what you read
Witness

GROW

Youth Committee:
Yolande Knight, Director
Davielle Shorter,
Kayla Giron-Baker,
Donelle Shorter
The youth newsletter needs
writers, reporters, artists, poets,
photographers, submissions,
etc... Youth and parents who are
interested in contributing
monthly to the youth newsletter,
please contact Sis. Kayla GironBaker at krgb1998@gmail.com.

Scriptures to Pray over Your Children
Proverbs 18:21 - The tongue has the power of life and death. As parents, you have
the power to speak life or death to your children and over your children. When you
choose to speak the Word of God over your children, you are choosing to speak life
over them. Jesus said in John 6:63, The words that I speak to you are spirit, and
they are life. The following are scriptural confessions that you can speak over your
children – and as Isaiah 55:11 says – these words will not return to your empty but
will accomplish and achieve the purpose for which they are sent.

Exodus 20:12 I thank You Father, that my children honor and obey me, therefore,
they please the Lord and will live a long life.
(Also found in Colossians 3:20 and Ephesians 6:2.)

Psalm 112:2 My children are blessed and will be mighty in the land.
Psalm 127:3 My children are a reward and gift from the Lord, and I will enjoy
them.

Psalm 138:8 My children will fulfill God’s will and purpose for their lives.
Daniel 1:4 My children are children in whom there is no blemish, but they are well
favored. They are skillful in wisdom, cunning in knowledge, and understand science.
They have the ability to stand in the King’s palace and teach others.

Romans 12:2 My children are not being conformed to this world’s system, but
they are constantly being transformed by the renewing of their mind, that they
might know what is the good, acceptable, and perfect will of God for their lives.

I Corinthians 6:18-19 My children will flee from all sexual immorality and
impurity in thought, word, or deed, and they will realize that their body is the
temple of the Holy Spirit.

I Timothy 4:12 My children are examples to others in life, in love, in faith, and in
purity.

Shout Outs

Proud of you Tiffany

#TeamWilliams #Ladyjags
#Blocksandkills #Issafamily

Congrats Tiara
on FINALLY getting your cast and boot off.

Love, Mommy and Daddy

Dallas and Del
Both Dad and Mommy are so proud of you
for doing so well in school and with your
extracurricular activities -Ballet,
Cheerleading, and Football!

We love you both with all
of our heart.

Tessa and Pauline
We are so proud of you both. You are
doing an awesome job in school. Keep up
the good work!
Congrats to you, Pauline, on receiving
the student of the month award.

We Love you!
Nana, Poppy and Family

Shout out to Taylor
for being an excellent student and a
caring person. We love you and pray for
God to continue to bless and keep you.

We love you.
Mommy and Dad

Shout out to Braylen
for a good start to the school year, staying
focus, making good choices an starting his
soccer season. So proud of the young man
you are becoming.

Love Mommie and Grammy!

Congrats to Jayla
for being Student of the Month this
month. You're doing great in
Kindergarten! We are so proud of you.

Love, Auntie, Grandma, TiTi,
and Daddy

And they said he wouldn't make it,
………BUT God!

Happy 3rd Birthday Kai!

We love you!
#TeamWilliams

Congratulations Karma
on completing your
swimming lessons.

Love, Mom and Dad

Shout Out
to the fearless young people who know how to
have a good time. The water balloon toss was
so much fun, and then it happened. Look out
for that balloon! OH WELL. It's hot and cooling
off time. Thanks to all who participated in Lady
Garrett's water balloon battle.

POC Church Picnic
and Service 2021

Thank you POC Family!

