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From Pastor Steve’s Desk 
   

Since I can’t say it better, I want to share  
from Pastor Joe Stowell 

 

“Through the years I have discovered how 

easy it is to tire of myself. I tire of the insecurities 

that hound me, of the sins that defeat me, and of the 

words I wish I could take back. I tire of the foolish 

decisions I have made, of being tempted to think 

too well of myself, and of my tendency to fail 

repeatedly. 

Yet I never tire of Jesus. I find Jesus more 

compelling, more adventuresome, and more 

troubling (in the best sense of the word) than 

anyone I have ever known. Each day I serve Him 

He proves to be more worthy of my adoration than 

before. 

And I love to tell others about Him. I love 

to help people wake up to the fact that when life is 

“all about me,” it backfires. But when it is all about 

Jesus, even our greatest accomplishments become 

like dung, compared to the surpassing value of 

knowing and experiencing Him (Phil. 3:1–11). 

I love to lead people to the true Jesus—to 

the Jesus who is more than a meek and mild hero 

of history. I want them to know the Jesus who was 

a tough and determined revolutionary, who came to 

overthrow the regime of hell and set the captives 

free. I want them to see Jesus as He really is, 

intriguingly radical and truly authentic—to 

recognize that He had nothing but warning for 

religious hypocrites and scorn for Bible 

bureaucrats. This Jesus loved sinners. He came to 

heal the sick, to help the hurting, and to restore the 

lost. He made losers winners. Tough men dropped 

everything to follow Him, and women felt safe with 

Him. By observing His life and listening to His 

teaching, we too can learn how to really live, right 

side up in an upside-down world, and how to really 

die. By knowing Jesus, we can die to ourselves and 

live to God. 

 

 

 

 

I love to invite others to care for the kind 

of people Jesus cared for—the marginalized, the 

weak, the despised, and outcasts of this world. I 

love helping people get their heads on straight 

and their hearts back in line. I love being a part 

of the process of allowing Jesus to dominate our 

thoughts and our ways, so that our broken lives 

can announce the reality of His kingdom and the 

radiance of His glory. 

I love to ignite the spark of hope in the 

unbeliever’s heart by telling them that Jesus 

loves them and died so they might be forgiven. I 

tell them that Jesus will liberate them from their 

sins and that Jesus alone is someone they can 

follow without disappointment.” 
 

 
 

 
 

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How to contact us: 

59439 Moniteau Church Rd. 

Jamestown, MO  65046 

 

Pastor Steve Watson 

   Phone:  319-640-7009 

   Email:  ecmc.steve@gmail.com  

 

Website:  www.Moniteauchurch.org 

Facebook page: 

Evangelical Churches of Moniteau County 

 

Pastor Steve’s office hours: 

   Monday morning at St. Paul’s 

   Tuesday afternoon at St. Paul’s 

 

Please call to share a need, set up an appointment or 

request a visit. 
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http://www.moniteauchurch.org/


 

Notes from Mary Kay 

—continued from last month 

 
Moving on in my Newsletter Stories about raising 

teens...When I was a teen, I had some very strong 
opinions about dating. My mother told me I had the 

strangest ideas about it that she had ever heard. 
These opinions became stronger the older I 

grew...and they worked well for me, so it is what I 

passed on to my children. Our oldest, Seth, told me 
at one point: "Mom, I can't disagree...but you sure 

make my life harder with those ideas!" These are 
my thoughts: As a teen myself, I had heard many 

say: "you must never date anyone who is not a 

Christian." Not such bad advise...except how do 
you know if someone believes the same way as you 

do? Asking the question: "Are you a Christian?" 

just really doesn't help you understand what 
another actually believes and practices. So...for 

myself, I was very prayerful about responding to a 
request for a "date". I mostly took it as an 

opportunity to try to develop a friendship with the 

person. I always made a point to, during the actual 
time together, explain how focused I was on 1. 

loving Jesus Christ with all my heart, soul, and 
strength and 2. developing friendships that helped 

me and others learn how to be a great friend. For 

those I went out with who had an interest primarily 
in how I looked on the outside...and how that 

looked on their arm...the first usually settled any 

further interest they may have had in "getting to 
know me". My opinions about the "American 

dating scene" when I was single did not change 
much as I moved to being the mother of teenage 

young men and young women. Our kids' friends 

generally were given some sort of "age" at which 
they would be allowed to "date". For good or bad, 

I didn't think that was helpful...as every child is 
very different, ready for things at different stages 

and ages. So, we didn't give our children an age at 

which they would be allowed to "date." Some of our 
kids appreciated this...and some, not so much. 

What I told them was: I can't really speak too much 

about the American dating scene, except it seems to 

have no real goals or solid values to help you 

develop good and healthy relationships. So I 
redefined my own way what I believed "dating" was 

about. Dating is primarily about learning how to 

be the very best friend you can be to another of the 
opposite sex (and, ohhh my goodness, if our kids 

use this with our grandchildren...they are in trouble 
right there!). As you grow and develop, your skill 

at becoming a great friend to another needs to 

grow and develop as well. What "dating" is NOT 
really about is finding a life mate...at least not until 

one is at the stage of life to live on one's own and 

support yourself as well as another. With this  

information in hand, I thought I was helping our 
kids make good, healthy decisions for the short-

term and the long-term. Two of our children met 
their future mates when they were young teenagers. 

Their friendships "grew up" with them. They 

delight us today as 4 who grew up in our home (in 
many ways). Three of our children built 

relationships with a number of different people 

along the way, but met who they married 
somewhere along the road in college. When you 

have 5 children over a period of 12 years, and your 
own life and circumstances change as they all seem 

to do, you find yourself raising children 

differently...this was true in our case. Sometimes 
our older children have communicated that they 

think I was softer on their younger siblings. I have 
given that a lot of thought. Our overall "job" of 

parenting didn't change, but who the younger ones 

were, as well as our life circumstances did 
change...and this affected our parenting. Our 

youngest has always been "a take in the world 

around her...and RULE it" sort of person. She was 
in a tremendous hurry to be born, but then was 

perfectly quiet, eyes wide, taking it all in. We sent 
her to kindergarten when she was barely 

five...because we wanted the teacher to have some 

advantage in directing this tiny, but powerful, 
personality...who would, if she could, run the 

classroom! As a very young teen, she hadn't 
changed a whole lot from this. Having been given 

the same direction about Mom's Dating Ideas...she 

became enamored of her "soul-mate" whom she 

saw across the high school parking lot at age 14. 

He returned the admiration...and Ris was 

determined they be allowed to go on a "date." My 
other children were appalled...and at this point 

also, all out of our home. I told Ris that she could 
"date" her friend if they could figure out something 

they could do together at 14...neither could 

drive...and they had very little money. They ended 
up spending most of any "dating" time at our house 

with Steve and I interacting with them...and 

occasionally they could walk several blocks to an 
ice cream store to get a cone together. They did not 

become good friends...they, were, in fact awful to 
one another. But our daughter learned some 

important lessons, she did not devastate her life 

long- term with childish impulses, and she learned 
to care about and be careful of relationships with 

people...men and women. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Who & What We’ve Been Praying For 
 

• Pray for one another as we try to navigate an 

uncertain time. 

• Pray we might see the opportunities to care 

for one another and for those in the 

community in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

• Pray for those that are at risk—the elderly 

and those with conditions like diabetes, 

recovering from surgery, going through 

cancer treatments. 

• Pray for those care for the sick (nurses and 

health care worker). 

• Pray for those who are grieving and have 

been isolated.  

• Emergency and Law Enforcement Personnel 

during the COVID-19 outbreak 

 

 

From Our Missionaries—Dettmans 
 

Hello family and friends, 

 We pray you're staying safe and pushing through 

during these uncertain times.  In Matthew 6, Jesus 

addresses peoples' concerns about meeting their physical 

needs.  He talks about how birds don't plant, harvest, or 

store up food, yet God provides all the food they 

need.  He explains how flowers don't sew clothes or work 

to buy clothes, and yet God dresses them more 

beautifully than kings.  He concludes by saying: "So 

don't worry about these things, saying 'what will we 

eat?  What will we drink?  What will we wear?'... your 

Heavenly Father already knows all your needs.  Seek the 

Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and 

He will give you everything you need" (Matthew 6:25-

33). 

 Oftentimes, our plans for building God's church 

involve a lot of "doing": planning, organizing, 

advertising, talking, training, going, etc.  However, from 

Pentecost to the Great Awakenings, church revivals have 

not started with programs or outreaches, but with 

prayer.  A teammate sent this to us a few days ago, and I 

wanted to pass it on to you all: "Our plans may have 

changed for the moment, but that may be one of the best 

things to happen to us, to bring us in step with God's plan, 

which has not changed.  Wouldn't it be like God to bring 

the greatest renewal the church of this generation has 

ever seen through the greatest trial we have ever 

faced?  May God use this crisis to bring us to the end of 

ourselves.  And there, in the place of confessed 

weakness, meet us with revitalizing power." 

 Please let us know how you're doing and how we can 
be praying for you! 

 

Together for His glory, the Dettmans 

 

 

     READ:  Colossians 3:22-25 

This is something we all need to remember. If we see 

our chores at home, or the school projects we don't 

particularly like as something done for the Lord, then 

that will change our whole outlook on it. 

Whatever we do, do it heartily, as to the Lord (v:23). 

That means doing it without grumbling and 

complaining – as if what we are doing is done for 

Jesus. And this doesn't just mean when it's expected of 

us, or when the teacher is "watching" us, and it also 

doesn't mean we do it to be "men-pleases" as in 

pleasing others and gaining approval in their eyes, but 

whatever we do, we do out of our love for Jesus. We 

need to be wholehearted and sincere in everything we 

do no matter how boring it may seem to us. 

From Healing House 
 

 Greetings! We pray grace and peace for you from 

our Lord. As we’re spending much of our time at our 

homes like everyone, we still want to share with you 

how the Lord continues to bless The Healing House 

and New Beginnings and are sending you our most 

recent Journeys Newsletter. 

 As a current status, some of our residents are 

blessed to still be working at what are deemed 

essential businesses such as health care and 

restaurants, Others are currently laid off. We are 

holding our classes in our homes and are connecting 

online to watch our church live-stream worship 

services. God is faithful!  

 Thank you for your interest and support in helping 

restore lives. We are praying and trusting God. 

 

 

 

Our deepest sympathy goes out to Anna May Martin 

and family on the loss of her daughter-in-law, Linda. 

recently after a short battle with cancer.  Please 

continue to pray for her husband, Steve, Anna May 

and the rest of their family during this difficult time.   
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A simple picture of the 
different aspects of the 

Christian Life—The Wheel 
 
 

Each part of The Wheel Illustration represents a 

crucially important component of a vibrant 

Christian life—from the rim representing 

obedience to Christ, to the hub of Christ-

centeredness, to each of the four spokes of 

witnessing, prayer, fellowship and the Word. 

If you need a simple, effective way to visually 

explain the structure of a God-glorifying life to 

someone you’re discipling, sharing The Wheel 

diagram can be as simple as drawing it out on a 

napkin or notepad. Challenge them to think 

deeply about how to be an obedient follower of 

Christ. 

 
The Hub: Christ the Center 
Total surrender to Christ’s authority and lordship 

is not always a decision made right at conversion, 

but is a necessary act of will. For the believer, the 

“old life” has gone and the new has come (2 

Corinthians 5:17), and Christ dwells through us 

instead (Galatians 2:20). God creates within us 

the desire to do what He wants us to do in order 

to express His lordship in our lives. 

 
The Rim: Obedience to Christ 
Some acts of obedience to God are internal, 
such as attitudes, habits, motives, values 
and day-to-day thoughts. But even these 
eventually surface outwardly in our 
relationships with other people. Keeping His 
commandments in obedience is our outward 
indication of inward health and love for 
Christ—our worship (John 14:21, Romans 
12:1). 

 
The Vertical Dimension: How You Relate to 
God 
The Word Spoke 
The Word of God is His direct voice showing us 

not only who He is, but how to live and interact 

with everyone around us (2 Timothy 3:16). This 

means an earnest personal intake of God’s Word 

is essential for health and growth (Joshua 1:8). 

As God speaks to us through the Scriptures, we 

can see His principles for life and ministry, learn 

how to obey Him and become acquainted with 

the Christ who is worthy of our steadfast 

allegiance. 

 
The Prayer Spoke 
Prayer is the natural response to God as we hear 

Him speak through His Word. It is sharing our 

heart with the One who longs for our 

companionship and who cares about our 

concerns. Prayer not only trains our hearts and 

minds to know the power and glory of God, but 

also turns His ear towards action in our lives and 

of those who we pray for (John 15:7, Philippians 

4:6-7). 

 
The Horizontal Dimension: How You Relate to 
Others 
The Fellowship Spoke 
God has directed Christians to build each other 

up through inter-dependence and loving 

relationships with each other (Hebrews 10:24-

25). Gathering together as the Body of Christ 

draws God close around us as we praise Him and 

encourage one another (Matthew 18:20). 

 
The Witnessing Spoke 
God has given believers the joy and 
responsibility of telling the world about the 
Good News of Christ’s work on earth 
(Matthew 4:19). In fact, sharing this 
spectacular news with others should be the 
natural overflow of a rich, vibrant life in Christ 
(Romans 1:16) 
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