Zachariah Hole established his block house
on the east bank of the Great Miami River
in1797 across from the Bear Creek inlet.

He saw remains of an oval, mound levy 6
feet high and 50 feet wide that enclosed all
of what is now downtown Miamisburg.

The W. H. Beers & Company in 1882 made
reference to this same oval, mound levy in
their History of Montgomery County, Ohio.

The first white man to “own” the mound was Jacob
Lawres, who purchased 174 acres at the Land
Office in 1806. The first settlers to see the Great
Mound, were curious, and wondered how it came
to be there. The Indians of the time, the 1790’s,
simply said, “It is ancient.” Therefore, the pioneers
knew it was not an Indian mound, because they
did not know who built it.

extravagant
stone
pyramids.
Recently
discovered is that these large pyramids were
built over the top of large earthen and stone
mounds that were burial mounds.

Enjoy your visit to the Great Mound and take in
this panoramic view that the Adena chose as
sacred ground for their heroes’ resting place
thousands of years ago. You can also visit the
Miamisburg Historical Society’s Headquarters in
the downtown Market Square Building where
several volumes of true and sometimes wild tales
about the Adena are available.

No one ever counted all the Ohio Adena mounds,
but in the year 1900 the number of the major
mounds reached 10,000. Fifty years later, by
1950, only about 900 mounds were known to exist.
In the early 1800’s, Miamisburg physician Dr. John
Treon, bought the nearly 2500 year old mound,
and vowed to keep it safe for future generations.
By 1850, the Great Mound at Miamisburg was
famous, and hundreds traveled to see this
beautiful Adena artifact. In 1920 Charles F. Kettering bought the mound property from the heirs of
Dr. Treon. His goal was to establish an Ohio State
Park. The Miamisburg Mound State Park
construction was completed in 1938 by the Work
Project Administration (WPA) initiated by President
Franklin D. Roosevelt. The mound summit was
graced with a flagstone platform surrounded by a
log railing three feet high. There were even wood
seats half way up the 116 flat rock steps and at the
summit for those out of breath from the climb.

The Mound Builders Arrived! At this point
in time it isn’t known exactly where they came
from, but some scientists speculate. Tradition
holds that the first North Americans came by way
of the Bering Strait and fanned out east and south
across North America. But recent archeological
studies are beginning to emerge calling that tradition into question, particularly regarding the Adena
and Hopewell Mound builders.

Studies being conducted on the Yucatan Peninsula
Mayans are providing a possible new glimpse at a
direct connection between their culture and the
Adena and Hopewell cultures living here in Ohio.
The Mayan Culture existed on the Yucatan 1000s
of years ago. They are best known for their

It is also known that they were extensive traders
by both canoe and roads. Studies suggest
Mayans could have set up trading outposts all
around the Gulf of Mexico without ever losing
sight of land. Archeological artifact evidence
also indicates that the Mound Builders were
also great traders and travelled to distant North
American areas covering 1000s of miles.

Welcome to the

GREAT MOUND

In Historic Miamisburg

Directions to the Great Mound

With today's technology, DNA evidence can only
go so far in identifying groups of people.
Nevertheless, there are some hints as to the
origins of these cultures. A specific mutation in
the Hopewell group has been found in North
America and in South and Central America.
The DNA study also concludes that the Adena
and Hopewell cultures shared the same DNA
traits, while the Fort Ancient Culture
samples were significantly different. This brings
up the point that before the Adena arrived here,
a different group of people already lived here
indicating that the Mound Builders came from
someplace else. The nomadic peoples didn't
suddenly become Mound Builders.
It also
suggests that North American Mound Builders
were a distinct group and not directly related in
any significant way to Native American Indians
that 17th Century Europeans encountered when
they arrived on the east coast of North America.

But Where Did They Go?

For some
reason the evidence of the Mound Builders in
Ohio Country disappeared sometime between
400 to 600 AD. This was nearly the same time
that the Mayan culture disappeared as well. It is
suspected that a great drought decimated the
Mayan culture on the Yucatan and the Anasazi
peoples. Whether that unusual climate change
effected Ohio's Mound Builders is not known.
What is clear is that they were not in Ohio when
the early American Indians arrived here.

A) Miamisburg Market Square Building
Go South on Main Street. Turn left
on Mound Avenue. 1.6 miles

B) Great Mound Park
Miamisburg Historical Society
Market Square Building
4 North Main Street
Miamisburg, Ohio 45342

Phone: 937-859-5000
Email: MHSociety@att.net
Internet 1: historicalmiamisburg.org
Facebook: miamisburghistory
Internet 2: www.miamisburg.org

Mighty, massive mound
Incredible, invincible, inspiring
Artifacts and indigenous souls fill you
Making their way towards the heavens
In stages many built you with soil and clay
Signaling tribes in nearby lands
Burning flames high into the sky
Using mass communication before modern means
Revering nature and its inhabitants
Giving back to the earth what you have reaped
Ancient American architects
Determined, developed, disappeared
Earthen mounds and burial grounds
Never meant to be disturbed, but were
Ancestors robbed of everlasting peace
in name of Science
Mammoth, man-made mound
Outrageous, overwhelming, ominous
Upon your summit one can see for miles
Nature’s beauty at its most serene
Dominating the landscape as a work of ancient art

Rachelle Arnett
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The Miamisburg Great Mound is the prime
and tallest example of the Adena earthen,
conical burial mounds in the United States.

Official survey in 1847 put the mound at 68
feet high, 852 feet in circumference and
containing 311,352 cubic feet of earth.

The Surveyors Davis and Squires work
was published in 1851 titled Ancient
Monuments of the Mississippi Valley.

The Adena were skillful, and made a variety of
tools out of bone, antler, teeth, stone, shell, and
flint, to help them work better. The Adena never
discovered the skill of the bow and arrow. Instead
they used a throwing spear, called the atlatl, which
they used to throw the spear with more force.

Long Before the Adena Mound Builders
Roughly 12,500 years ago the Wisconsin Glacier
(last of the four major North American glaciers)
receded from Ohio Country leaving behind
hundreds of feet of glacier debris. The glacier
melted but the initial climate remained cold and
tundra-like. A broad, mile wide river began flowing
south down the Miami Valley. What remains of that
river today are the Great and Little Miami and the
Stillwater and Mad rivers watershed.
The Paleolithic period natives roamed Ohio from
13,000 BC — 7000 BC, before Sumeria and
Egypt’s Great Pyramids, These people hunted the
now extinct Wooly Mammoth and Mastodon and
other animals. They lived in rock shelters, caves
and in simple windbreaks made of a stick frame
covered with brush or animal hides.
Next were the Archaic people who lived in Ohio
from approximately 8,000 - 500 BC. As the climate
became warmer and the glacier shrank, new plants
and animals began to appear. Wooly Mammoths
and Mastodons were replaced with forests and
animals such as deer. They remained nomads but
the tools they used to survive changed.
A new and different culture then came on the
scene called the Mound Builders. They emerged
about 2,500 years ago, roughly 800 BC. Archaeologists classify them as the Early Woodland cultures,
most notably the Adena and later Hopewell groups.
The Adena created the Miamisburg Mound.
As far as is known, the Adena were a peaceful
culture, who lived in lodges that eventually
emerged into villages where hundreds could live
together in harmony. They discovered the ability to
plant and grow enough food to supply their villages
to last throughout the winter.
They planted
sunflower, squash, and various other vegetables.
Even living in semi-permanent settlements, they
still hunted the available animals and built almost
always next to a stream with abundant fish, shell
fish and water plants to supplement their diet.

Their survey work was the first volume ever
published by the Smithsonian Institution in
Washington D.C.

They were also skilled in weaving and
pottery making. The Heritage Village (Miamisburg
Historical Society) has on display several tools and
a jug found locally. This collection represents not
only the Adena skills but those of the Paleolithic,
Archaic and the Hopewell culture that followed
them. Below are Adena artifacts from mounds in
the Ohio Valley region and neighboring states.

The Ohio and Mississippi River Valleys were one
of only seven areas in the world where people
turned crops into food-producing resources for
consumption and economic means of trade.

Although the Adena were centered in Ohio, they
spread over parts of neighboring states where it
is estimated that anywhere from 8 to 17 million
people may have once lived and flourished.
Most of the Adena mounds were conical, or
cone-shaped, but they also built loaf-shaped
mounds as burial sites for important, respected
community leaders. It is very possible the
Miamisburg mound was a special and sacred
burial site where the Adena brought their
honored dead to be buried. The regular Adena
citizens were cremated or buried in the ground.
A typical Adena dwelling is
thought to have been
constructed with tree bark
for the roof and logs as
shown. In winter the
sides would have been
sealed with mud and clay,
and animal skins.

It was not the original intent of the Adena to build
high mounds. When an important person died,
his burial began a small mound and became
considered sacred ground. Over hundreds of
years, more community leaders died, and they
were generally buried on top of the most recent
burial, making the mound higher and higher.
Most mounds only reached 8 to 10 feet tall.
These burial mounds were usually made away
from the villages where they lived
It is interesting that the Adena burials often
included valuable items having special meaning
for the deceased, such as a clay pipe, spear,
copper bracelet, or a flint knife. Very rarely has
gold or silver been found, although they did prize
fresh water pearls. Sometimes hundreds have
been found in a single grave. Fortunately, the
Great Mound will never be excavated because
that would cause its complete destruction.
In 1864 a group of Miamisburg townspeople did
dig a shaft from the summit to a depth of about
63 feet. The local newspaper account mentions
finding skeletal evidence and some artifacts. No
vault was found and to this day it is not known
what happened to anything they found. The dig
was stopped and the vertical shaft was backfilled.

The Adena and Hopewell
made pottery from clay
sometimes mixed with grit
and/or crushed shell.

This hand-held tablet is
thought to have been a
design stamp dipped into a
dye to make an art imprint on
woven or animal skin clothing.

The pottery jug or jar above
was saved from a mound in
the Miamisburg area.
Official
Ohio State
Adena
tubular pipe
artifact
at right.

Clay tobacco pipe effigies, usually of animals,
were frequent artifacts found in mounds.
Tobacco smoking was a ceremonial act. When
buried with its owner, as was the pipe at right.
It was found in its owner’s skeletal hand in a
mound near Chillicothe, Ohio. Pipes were
sometimes intentionally broken at burial.

