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The Heart & Soul of Chicago tm

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.  - Matthew 6:33

Ruse Burglaries on the

Rise in Lake County

Northern Illinois tends to see an increase in ruse burglaries
during the summer months.  Ruse burglars have already been
striking this summer in Lake County and surrounding areas.

A ruse burglary is a distraction technique used to lure home-
owners outside of their home.  After the homeowner is outside
the home and distracted by one individual, another
individual(s) enters the home typically targeting items to steal
such as cash, jewelry, and other items of value.  Suspects will use
many excuses to lure homeowners outside the residence includ-
ing claims of being subcontracted by local government, ploys of
a broken pipe, schemes for landscaping services such as tree
trimming, fence line questions, and so forth.  

In addition to luring homeowners outside the home, some
offenders will divert homeowners’ attention inside their home.
ere are also instances when offenders will remain inside with
homeowners, distracting them inside their residence, while
other individuals will enter the home unbeknownst to home-
owners.  Senior citizens are frequently the intended target of
these crimes.

Below are some reminders:

#1 Never allow anyone inside your home

without a prescheduled appointment
If an individual claims affiliation with your
local government, ask the person to produce
identification and call the government office
to verify the individual        

#2  Do not exit your home with an un-

scheduled visitor, leaving your home and valu-
ables as potential targets

#3  Keep an extra watch on elderly neigh-

bors and family members reminding them of
these types of criminal behaviors

#4  Educate your relatives and neighbors

(especially the elderly), informing them ruse
burglaries are on the increase in Lake County

#5  Immediately report any suspicious ac-

tivity by calling 911.

e Sheriff’s Office Reports that, “When these
con artists strike, we often see the vulnerable lose
valuable keepsakes that have tremendous senti-
mental value.  Please tell your neighbors, family,
and friends about these scams.  Never hesitate to
call your local law-enforcement if you see suspi-
cious activity or a suspicious vehicle in your neigh-
borhood.”    

Better is the poor that walketh in his integrity, than
he that is perverse in his lips, and is a fool.

Proverbs 19: 1
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Employee Connections Hosts Healing Illinois Events

A Peoples Voice Special Report

During the month of June, Employee Connections,
Inc. of Lake County hosted several events as part of the
Chicago Community Trust and the Illinois Depart-
ment of Health’s Healing Illinois initiative.  rough
the Healing Illinois initiative, designed to activate the
work of racial healing, the Chicago Community Trust
distributed $4.5 million in grants to organizations
across the state.  Employee Connections, led by Cyn-
thia Harris, one of the grant recipients, partnered lo-
cally with the Chocolate Chips Association, the City of
North Chicago, Community Action Partnership, e
Mosaic House Ministries, e North Chicago School
District, e Shining Stars Scholarship Program, the
City of Zion and the Coalition for Healthy Communi-
ties to present specific events. 

ese events included a track meet between Lake
County Police Officers and Lake County High School

Students, a Pop-
up Healthy Body,
Healthy Mind
Lunch and Learn
where free meals
were given away,
a Day of Prayer
at the Mosaic
House in North
Chicago, a Walk and Run with the Shining Stars Youth
and a Healing Zion Steam Project Fair and Awards Cel-
ebration which was a virtual event facilitated by the
Chocolate Chips Association.. 

e highlight of the series of events was an open
Block Party held at the Joanna Park in Zion.  Here sev-
eral community organizations presented their support-
ive services to the community, free food, and
entertainment was provided. Pictured are scenes from
the day’s events.
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Waukegan, Beach Park, Wadsworth, North Chicago & Gurnee

Runnels Retires From City of North Chicago
City of North Chicago Sixth Ward Alderman retires from public service 

With a distin-
guished career span-
ning most of a
century, North
Chicago Sixth Ward
Alderman Robert
“Bob” Runnels has
announced he is
stepping down from
public service.  

He’s leaving his
role on both the
North Chicago City
Council and the
North Chicago Pub-
lic Library Board at
the end of this
month.  Runnels
was first elected
Sixth Ward Alder-
man in 2007. 
“It has been a privi-
lege to work with
Alderman Runnels

on the City Council.” North Chicago Mayor, Leon Rockingham, Jr.
said. “As the chair of the Finance Committee, Bob brought leadership
and valuable insight to the City.  He has served attentively to the con-
stituents in his ward.  He has also been a friend and advocate for every-
one in this city.” 

“I feel blessed to have been able to have spent such a large part of my
life serving our Nation and our City,” Runnels said.  “With my new free
time, I plan to see more of my family and more of the Foss Park Golf
Course.” 

After growing up in Chicago, Runnels enlisted in the United States Navy
during the Korean War in 1953. 

Eventually in 1963, he was stationed at the Naval Station Great
Lakes in North Chicago.  Raising a family in North Chicago, all but
one of Runnel’s seven children graduated from the North Chicago Com-
munity High School.  As part of his 20-year Naval career, Runnels spent
a tour in Vietnam, working as a Force Historian Journalist in 1968 and
1969.  Runnels assisted Navy officer historians and wrote documents
recording the Navy and Marine Corps. roles in South Vietnam.  

roughout his Naval career, Runnels worked as the editor and sports
editor of several Navy command newspapers, including the distinction
as the "last uniformed military editor of the Great Lakes Bulletin,” the
base newspaper for Naval Station Great Lakes. 

After retiring from the Navy, Runnels joined the staff of KMTV tel-
evision in Omaha, Nebraska.  He worked as a general and beat assign-
ment reporter and host of the community affairs program,
“Expressions.”  Runnels was inducted into the Omaha Press Club Jour-
nalist of Excellence Hall
of Fame in 2018.  While in Omaha, he was a board member of the
Greater Omaha Girl Scout Council, and served many years on the board
of the Mid-Columbia Girl Scout Council in Washington State. 

For his service to Girls Scouts, he earned a 25-year Girl Scouts pin
and certificate. He has been a Big Brother, a YMCA (Omaha) Camping
Committeeman. 

Following his television career, he spent ten years as a journalism in-
structor at Big Bend Community College in Washington State. 
Runnels served as a Foundation Board member of the National Museum
of the American Sailor. Additionally, he is an active member of the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars (Lifetime Member); American Legion Post #397
(North Chicago); Little Fort Elks Lodge #1359 (North Chicago); PGA
Tour Partners Club (Lifetime Member)' United States Golf Association
(USGA).

Alderman Robert Runnels

And the Lord 
hearkened to Hezekiah 
and healed the people.

2 Chronicles 30:20  
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Rep. Schneider Introduces Bill to Help

Communities with Stranded Nuclear

Waste, Including Zion

WASHINGTON— Congressman Brad Schneider (IL-10)  announced in
June  the introduction of the Sensible, Timely Relief for America’s Nuclear
Districts’ Economic Development (STRANDED) Act.

is legislation would provide funding to communities like Zion, IL that
currently house spent nuclear fuel, as well as assistance for communities fac-
ing the recent closure of a nuclear power plant. e STRANDED Act
would also provide tax incentives to promote homeownership as well as
fund research on how to spur development in these communities.

e Zion Nuclear Power Station closed in 1998. e site now has more
than 1,020 metric tons of spent nuclear fuel just yards from Lake Michigan
awaiting a final, permanent storage location. e failure of the federal gov-
ernment to follow through on its commitments under the Nuclear Waste
Policy Act has stranded this waste in Zion and other communities across the
country.

“As the nation seeks a permanent solution, we have a moral responsibly
to help communities like Zion left housing the stranded spent nuclear fuel,”
said Congressman Schneider. “I am proud to reintroduce the STRANDED
Act with increased congressional support and expanded resources for these
communities. is is an important step forward for nuclear-affected com-
munities striving to move past the legacy of their decommissioned plants,
boost their local economies and create a brighter future for their residents.” 

Specifically, the STRANDED Act would:
•  Create within the Economic Development Administration (EDA)
a non-competitive economic impact grant program to provide fund-
ing for communities currently storing spent nuclear fuel, based on
the amount of waste held on-site.

• is economic impact grant program would also provide federal
funds to assist communities in making up a revenue shortfall, caused
by the closure of a nuclear power plant which typically represent a
significant portion of a community’s tax base. is assistance would
be phased down over 8 years.

• ese programs build on the assistance of “nuclear closure commu-
nities” from the EDA that was first funded in the December 2019
omnibus appropriations legislation.

• Help expand homeownership in nuclear-affected communities by
making them eligible for the first-time homebuyer tax credit.

• Establish an “Innovative Solutions Prize” competition to develop
ideas on how nuclear-affected communities can successfully move
past the legacy of their decommissioned nuclear power plants.

Rep. Schneider previously introduced the STRANDED Act during the
115th and 116th Congresses. Original cosponsors of the legislation intro-
duced include Reps. Marcy Kaptur, Salud Carbajal, Jared Huffman, Andy
Kim, Ron Kind, Chellie Pingree, and Peter Welch.

The flood light of justice must remain illuminated by historical
reflection in order to extinguish the darkness of injustice.  
Remembering Juneteenth.  Celebrating the 4th of July.

-Judge Reginald Mathews
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Jazmine Willis's love of learning was evident at a small
age. She was always reading, always having her nose in a
book, said family members.      

Recently, the18-year-old was named Salutatorian for
the Class of 2021 at North Chicago High School, where
she graduated with a 4.5 average. She credits her successes
to her parents, Frederick Willis and Annis Wilson, who
instilled a love of learning in her. 

“Í thank my mom and dad for believing in me. I could
not have achieved so much without them,” she said, smil-
ing. “ey did so much to encourage my learning.”

Jazmine also sings praises to the Schuler Scholar Pro-
gram, which she participated since her freshmen year at
North Chicago High School. Established in 2001, the
Schuler Scholar Program equips high-achieving and un-
derrepresented students to gain access to and succeed at
highly selective colleges and beyond. According to the or-

ganization’s website, Schuler Scholars are typically first-
generation college-bound, are students of color, or come
from low-income families. 

“I enjoyed being a Schuler Scholar because it not
only helped me academically and in the classroom, it
helped me grow personally as well,” she said of the pro-
gram that provides personal coaching and counseling
from Schuler’s professional staff. “I was exposed to new
things like plays, restaurants, developing new friend-
ships, and even learning new etiquette skills. I had great
counselors and advisors, and I especially thank Mrs.
Jones for her mentorship.” 

“Jazmine is a motivated student with established
goals for her education.  is was evident as an 8th
grader when she was selected for our program,” said
Gwen Jones, North Chicago High School Director.
“Jazmine consistently excels academically. She has an ea-
gerness to learn all that she can; she enjoys the process of
learning and being exposed to new opportunities to ex-
pand her knowledge,” she continued. “Jazmine stands
out as a sensitive and nurturing intellectual with high
expectations of herself and others. She also has strong
leadership qualities.”

Maylo Parker, the teens Schuler coach, shared similar
sentiment. “Jasmine is someone most likely to fight for
what she believes in. She is a scholar who is always willing
to dig deep, ask the difficult questions, and go beyond the
surface.”

Jazmine smiles brightly at graduating from high
school, and having the second-highest rank in the gradua-
tion class. In the fall, she’s headed to Amherst College in
Amherst, Massachusetts on a full-ride scholarship from
Schuler. She’s looking forward to learning, growing, and
becoming an excellent attorney.

“Jazmine is someone very likely to lead the world in
the future,” Parker noted. “She has such strength and
power in her voice, and really knows how to take care of
herself and others, which would make her a great leader
wherever she ends up in the future!”

-A Peoples Voice Special Report

North Chicago Salutatorian, Jazmine Willis, 
A Schuler Scholar, Earns 4-year Tuition
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Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist
Church of Waukegan

409 Wainlow Avenue• Waukegan, IL  60085

847-244-5503
Sunday:

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service  11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday:
Mid-week Worship Study 7:00 p.m.

Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.  -John 3:3

College of Lake County Lakeshore Campus 33 N. Genesee St.,  Waukegan www.clcillinois.edu (847) 543-2191

CHANGING             .lives
Register today –  
Classes begin Aug. 23. 

Independence Day Traffic

Safety Campaign

Beginning June 17, 2021, through July 6, 2021, the Lake County
Sheriff’s Office will be participating in a traffic safety campaign. e
safety campaign will encompass three summer weekends leading up to
and after Independence Day and Sheriff’s Deputies will focus their ef-
forts on impaired drivers and occupants riding in a vehicle unbuckled.

“We’re asking all of our residents and visitors to celebrate Independ-
ence Day safely,” said Sheriff John D Idleburg. “It’s simple: If you’re driv-
ing, don’t drink, use marijuana or other drugs. Our deputies will be
working around the clock to keep impaired drivers off the road and en-
force all other traffic laws.”

Other important tips include:  
Give your designated driver your keys before you go out.

If you are impaired, call a taxi, take mass transit, use your favorite ride-
sharing service, or call a sober friend or family member to get you home
safely.
Promptly report drunk drivers to law enforcement by pulling over and

dialing 911.
Make sure everyone in your vehicle wears their seat belt. Not only is

it the law, it’s your best defense against an impaired driver.
e “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” and “Click It or Ticket” pro-

grams are made possible by federal traffic safety funds administered by
the Illinois Department of Transportation. e enforcement period runs
concurrently with a media campaign reminding motorists that impaired
driving has “Life or Death” consequences.

Visit LifeOrDeathIllinois.com for more information.
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Grandparent and Kins Raising Children of Lake County held their
annual picnic on June 4th at Bowen Park, 

Certificates of achievements were presented to children who com-
plete the financial literacy program, and one student, who has been in
the program for five years was presented with a scholarship.  She gradu-
ated from High School and will be going off to college in the fall.  ere
was sweets, hot dogs, hamburgers, grilled chicken, and games for the

young peoples.  Harriet Holley, the Founder of the organization says
that the day was a day of respite for the grandparents and that everyone
truly enjoyed themselves.

Grandparent and Kins Raising Children will hold their annual gala
virtually on September 18th.  To find out more, contact Harriet Holley
at 847-641-6845.

-A Peoples Voice Special Report

Grandparent and Kins Raising Children Hosts Annual Picnic
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Congressman Brad Schneider along with State
Representative Rita Mayfield  honored local gradu-
ates at the opening of West Side Community Gar-
den, located at Gideon Baptist Missionary Church.
After a ceremony honoring high school graduates
who attend Gideon Baptist, the graduates led Con-
gressman Schneider and other attendees on a tour of
the newly-opened West Side Community Garden in
Waukegan. e event occured on Saturday, June 26,
2021.

“Our graduates are our nation’s future, and I am
inspired to see so many graduates stepping up to
lead the West Side Community Garden. e garden
will provide a valuable source of community, support and healing, particu-
larly as our communities continue to rebuild from the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Congratulations to all of today’s graduates, and I look forward to
watching the success of the community garden,” said Schneider.   

e West Side Community Garden is a program designed to help com-

munity youth learn about growing healthy foods, healthy eating and agri-
culture. Local students will spend the summer cultivating the garden, and
the harvest will be shared with community families whom have signed up to
receive food. e West Side Community Garden is funded by UWOLC
(United Way of Lake County), JLE-NS (Junior League of Evanston-North
Shore), and supported by community.

Congressman Schneider, State Rep Mayfield  Honors Gideon
Graduates, Visits Westside Community Garden
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SUNDAY, JULY 25  |  4–5:30 PM  |  FREE
Limited availability  •  Pack a picnic  •  Bring umbrella, chair or blanket   
Performance will be livestreamed/recorded @YouTube.com/LCFPD   

All ages invited  •  No food or beverages for sale  

Gospelfest Chair––Mary Ross Cunningham
Lake County Forest Preserves Board of Commissioners: President Angelo D. Kyle, Vice President 
John Wasik, Marah Altenberg, Dick Barr, Carissa Casbon, Jennifer Clark, Mary Ross Cunningham, 
Michael Danforth, Bill Durkin, Paul Frank, Sandy Hart, Diane Hewitt, Ann B. Maine, Paras Parekh, 
Linda Pedersen, Gina Roberts, Catherinl Sbarra, Julie Simpson, Jessica Vealitzek, Terry Wilke

Celebration Service 
Sundays 10 am

Trinity Kids
Nursery, Preschool, K-5

Sundays 9:00 am

FUSE Student Ministry
Jr. Hi & High School Students

Sundays 4:00 pm

No Wednesday Night
Services For Now
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By Ko Bragg and Elroy Reed

President Joe Biden signed a bill on June 17 that
makes Juneteenth a federal holiday.  Juneteenth
marked the enforcement of the Emancipation Procla-
mation in the last Southern holdout state, Texas, on
June 19, 1865. Slaves in Texas were told on that day
that they were free. 

President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipa-
tion Proclamation on January 1, 1863, as the nation
approached its third year of bloody civil war. e proclamation declared
"that all persons held as slaves" within the rebellious states "are, and hence-
forward shall be free."     

It was two and a half years later that slaves in Texas were informed.  ey
stopped work, and held a celebration that is now became known as June-
teenth Independence Day, and is the oldest known celebration honoring the
end of slavery in the United States.

On June 19, 1865, Union General Gordon Granger led thousands of
federal troops to Galveston, Texas to announce that the Civil War had
ended, and slaves had been freed. Approximately 250,000 Texan slaves had
no idea that their freedom had been secured by the
government.

Here are nine facts about the historical moment,
and what led up to it.

1. You may recall Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation
Proclamation from elementary social studies classes.
In the condensed version, many learn that this exec-
utive order meant immediate freedom for slaves
throughout the nation. However, since the country
was in the midst of the Civil War, those states that
had seceded from the Union did not adhere to the
Proclamation, and slaves in those states remained
unfree.

2. ough much of the language in the Emancipa-
tion Proclamation suggests otherwise, Lincoln’s pri-
mary objective was not to ameliorate the lives of
those in bondage. Rather, his intent was preserving
the Union.

In August 1862, Horace Greely, the editor of the New York
Tribune, published an editorial addressed to Lincoln pressuring
his stance on slavery and urging him to abolish it. Lincoln re-
sponded in an open letter to Greely, published in the Tribune
that same August:

“My paramount object in this struggle is to save the Union
and is not either to save or destroy Slavery,” Lincoln wrote.
“What I do about Slavery and the colored race, I do because I be-
lieve it helps to save this Union...”

Continued Next Page

9 Things You
Should Know

About
Juneteenth
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Christian Leadership School
Saturday, December 19th, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Registration and Continental Breakfast 
Begins at 7:30 a.m.

3. Lincoln and the Union
army used slavery as a politi-
cal motive to justify

strengthened military endeavors against the Confederacy. Black soldiers were able
to fight for the Union when Lincoln passed the Proclamation. ough they faced
discrimination and often performed menial roles because of presumed incompe-
tence, they increased the Union army in size.

4. e Civil War ended in April of 1865. In June of that year, General Gordon
Granger and his troops traveled to Galveston, Texas to announce “General Orders
No. 3” It stated: “e people of Texas are informed that, in accordance with a
proclamation from the Executive of the United States, all slaves are free.

5. roughout the war, Texas was not as closely monitored as other battle states.
For this reason, many slave owners went to Texas with their slaves. With its rela-
tively negligible Union presence, slavery continued there for much longer. After the
Emancipation Proclamation went into effect, slaves in wartorn states often escaped
behind Union lines or fought on its behalf

6. e slaves who got the news were jubilant to hear of their freedom on June-
teenth. In the book, “Lone Star Pasts: Memory and History in Texas,” Felix Hay-
wood, a former slave who gave a testimony about Juneteenth as part of a New Deal
project recalled:  

"e end of the war, it come jus’ like that—like you snap your fingers….Hal-
lelujah broke out….Soldiers, all of a sudden, was everywhere—comin’ in bunches,
crossin’, walkin’ and ridin’. Everyone was a-singin.’ We was all walkin’ on golden
clouds….Everybody went wild...We was free. Just like that we was free.”

7. Freedom did not come at the “snap of a finger” for everyone in Texas. Some peo-

ple who should’ve been freed continued to work through the harvest season be-
cause their masters withheld this announcement to reap more wages out of their
slaves. is left many former slaves treated as though they were still in bondage.

In “Lone Star Pasts” Susan Merritt reported:
“Lots of Negroes were killed after freedom...bushwhacked, shot down while they
were trying to get away. You could see lots of Negroes hanging from trees in Sabine
bottom right after freedom."

8. In the 1870s, a group former slaves pooled $800 together through local churches
to purchase ten acres of land and create Emancipation Park to host future June-
teenth celebrations in modern-day Houston.

9. In 1980 “Emancipation Day in Texas” became a legal state holiday in recogni-
tion of Juneteenth. However state offices do not completely close, as it is consid-
ered a "partial staffing holiday." Elsewhere, the holiday is also referred to as
Emancipation Day, Freedom Day, and Black Independence Day.

And now, it’s official across America.  We are free. Unfortunately some people
(Black and White) are still unaware. ey don’t know that we are free.

Junteenth Continued
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