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e Illinois Senate and House of Representa-
tives has approved a bill which Governor Pritzker
has agreed to sign into law which legalizes cannabis
(Marijuana) use and possession for those over the
age of 21.  e new law will take effect January 1,
2020.

e House voted 66-47 to pass the measure
which essentially legalizes recreational marijuana.
A private citizen may possess 30 grams of cannabis
flower (a big bag of weed), 5 grams of cannabis
concentrate (Marijuana Oils), or 500 milligrams
of THC contained in a cannabis-infused product
(example, topicals and food-laced products like
weed-brownies).

State Senator Jacqueline Collins said that, “is
is a step toward justice in the wake of the destruc-
tive War on Drugs.”

Many people see the war on drugs, initiated by
the Reagan Administration, as a war on Black and
Brown people with a devastating result of seeing
historic numbers of African American men incar-
cerated and their economic and social lives inex-

tricably damaged due to minor drug offenses. 
In addition to legalization, House Bill 1438

takes a wide-ranging approach to vacating past
convictions for drug offenses and ensuring par-
ticipation in the legal cannabis market for mi-
norities seeking to invest in it.

“With this major move to vacate non-vio-
lent offenses and a dedicated program to help
minority communities invest in a legalized in-
dustry, this is a true step toward justice in the
wake of the destructive War on Drugs,” Collins
said. “As we seek to bring an end to an illicit
market and give rise to a legal one, I’m dedi-
cated to fighting for equity for communities of
color that have been devastated by punitive
drug policy.”

“is will have a transformational
impact on our state, creating opportu-
nity in the communities that need it the
most and giving so many a second
chance ... In the interest of equity and
criminal-justice reform, I look forward
to signing this monumental legislation,”
Governor J. B. Pritzker said in a tweet

once it passed the Illinois House of Repre-
sentatives. 

e Social Equity Program (part of House
Bill 1438) will help to promote minority in-
volvement in the cannabis industry, giving par-
ticipants access to grants and loans in order to
deter some of the upfront costs of participating
in the market.

e Recover, Reinvest and Renew Program
(R3) would provide incentive funding for high-
need, underserved communities throughout the
state, and provide planning and implementation
of grants and technical assistance to collabora-
tive groups and civil legal aids to people in R3
areas.

e plan also seeks to expunge non-violent
offenses. Convictions of possession of no more
than 30 grams of cannabis will be dealt with au-
tomatically through the governor’s clemency
process, and a process to petition courts to va-
cate other convictions for non-violent cannabis-
related offenses will be put in place.

ere is strong law-enforcement opposition to
legalizing recreational marijuana. e religious
community has been relatively silent. Most reli-
gious leaders are in opposition, but torn by the ad-
versarial impact of the War on Drugs on the
community.

e question is, “Is this a good thing, and what
will be the long-term social impacts?”  As the old
folks will say, “Time will tell”.

is is a growing trend.  irty-three (33) states
have legalized medical marijuana and about five
states have either passed legislation legalizing recre-
ational marijuana or have pending legislation on
their dockets like Illinois.
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Omega Psi Phi Announces 

Scholarship Winners
e Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Incorporated, Rho Tau Chapter, an-

nounced the winners of the 2019 Dr. Ernest E. Just and Brother Kenneth
Stewart Scholarships.  Rho Tau Chapter is committed to helping high
school seniors financially achieve their next step into college.  e Chapter
awards two scholarships annually to deserving students, who are pursuing
undergraduate studies in an accredited university or college.  e students
must have an overall GPA of 2.5 or higher on a (4.0) scale, strong com-
mitment to continual education, leadership qualities, and community
service.     

Ms. Anooha Dasari was selected as the recipient of the Dr. Ernest E.
Just Scholarship Award. e award was established to honor Dr. Ernest E.
Just, who was a Professor in the Department of Biology at Howard Uni-
versity in Washington, D.C.  Dr. Ernest along with three students,
founded Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. on November 17, 1911.   

Ms. Dasari is from Round Lake, Illinois and graduated from
Mundelein High School in Mundelein, Illinois. She is involved in com-
munity service activities that included peer tutoring, theatre,
Bharatanatyam Dance, and fundraising Akshaya Patra. She will be major-
ing in Psychology at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in
Champaign, IL.

Noah Chiou was selected as the recipient of the Brother Kenneth Stew-
art Scholarship Award. is award was established to honor Brother Stew-
art, a Charter member of Rho Tau Chapter, and a leader in Waukegan, IL. 

Mr. Chiou is from Hawthorn Woods, Illinois and graduated from
Adlai E. Stevenson High School in Lincolnshire, Illinois. He was a volun-
teer with the Freshman Mentor Program, HOSA, Future Public Health
Leaders, and Advocate Condell Wound Care Center.  He will be majoring
in Bio-Engineering at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in

Champaign, IL. 

Naval Station Great Lakes

4th of July Celebration 2019

Capt. Ray Leung, Naval Station Great Lakes Com-
manding Officer, invites all families, friends, veterans
and the general public to the installation to be a part
of the 2019 4th of July Celebration on one day only
ursday, July 4 from 3 to 10 p.m. on historic Ross
Field. No admission charge. Free parking.

On July 4, a full music line up on the Rock, White
& Blue main stage will feature national, regional and
local bands performing throughout the day. is year’s
headliner is 38 Special whose hits include, “Hold On
Loosely,” “Caught Up in You” and “Second Chance.”

In addition, there will be midway games, festival
food and beverages available from local vendors.

Festival-goers also will enjoy bingo, a paintball
arena, military exhibits, roving performers and cos-
tumed characters.

e night will conclude with a fireworks display
choreographed to music. Fireworks begin at 9:30 p.m.

Parking for the festival is located through Gate 3 at
615 Barry Place, Great Lakes, Ill. 60088.

Independence Day : The Fourth of July
4th of July or July 4th, commonly referred to as the Independence Day in United
States is the National Day of the United States. On Fourth of July, the United
States Of America declared their independence from British. July 4th is a holiday
in US and the Independence Day in US is celebrated with parades, fireworks, car-
nivals, picnics, family reunions and other ceremonies apart from the other public
events  to celebrate the great history, government and the efforts of our leaders
for the freedom of the Unites States.
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A Peoples Voice Special Report

e Waukegan Public School
District sponsored  a community
forum called Courageous Con-
versations hosted by Rochelle
Shipley, a programming coordi-
nator for ABC Channel 7.  

e featured panelist were the
Honorable Mayor Samuel Cun-
ningham, Marc Jones, President

of the Waukegan Park District
Board of Directors, and Brandon
Ewing, President of the
Waukegan Public School District
Board of Education.

e group discussed their
backgrounds, intergovernmental
agreements, ways to get young
people involved, and answered
questions from the audience. 

Courageous 
Conversations
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LOCKHART-WHITE REPORT
July 2019

The

A communique of the Community Action Partnership of Lake County

A healthy economy built for long-term
sustainability requires that businesses have
access to skilled workers, communities
have a broad base of contributing taxpay-
ers, and individuals have sufficient in-
come to both support their families and
contribute to a robust marketplace.
Moreover, children raised in households
that are stable economically are far more
likely to have better health, higher school
achievement levels, and more4 long-term
job prospects.
For all of these reasons, it has never been
more important to find a way to break the
cycle of poverty. Yet our methods for
doing so have not changed significantly
since the War on Poverty in the 1960s,
and disparities in opportunity caused by
poverty continue to increase.
Finding a way to remove the obstacles
that prevent people from escaping poverty
today is a much more complicated
process than it was in the past. e buy-
ing power of the federal minimum wage
has been eroded by more than 30 percent
since the 1960s. Changes in US public
policy have resulted in drastic cuts in pub-
lic benefits and training programs for the
poor. More than 1 in 5 children in the US
live in poverty, and the child poverty rate
has increased nearly 35 percent since
2000. (Children’s Defense Fund, 2012).2
the shift from an industrial to a knowl-
edge-based economy has meant that vir-
tually all jobs paying a family-sustaining
wage require post-secondary education.
To get ahead, low-income, single parents
often face the formidable task of caring
for and supporting their children while
obtaining the education and training nec-
essary to qualify for higher-paying jobs.
At the same time, the public benefits nec-
essary to supplement their low wages and
help them transition to economic inde-
pendence continue to shrink. In this con-
text, “economic independence” is defined
as being able to achieve a fair standard for
housing, health care, nutrition, and child

c a r e
w h i l e
avoiding
depend-
ence on
p u b l i c
i n c o m e
or work
supports
such as
s u b s i -
dized housing or nutrition assistance.
Recognizing that this is a high standard
to achieve for many low-income families,
it is nevertheless an important goal to aim
towards. In order to attain this standard
of living, low-income families must navi-
gate complicated challenges for years be-
cause there are no short-term career paths
to the family-sustaining job s of today.
However, as much as the conditions for
overcoming poverty have changed over
the past 50 years, most public policies and
programs are still designed to help poor
adults become employed as quickly as
possible in jobs assumed to pay enough
to support a family along with minimal
public benefits. is straight forward road
map to employment worked effectively
when well-paid, unskilled jobs were abun-
dant and public benefits, such as afford-
able housing and child care, were better
funded. To attain the higher-skilled, well-
paying jobs of today’s knowledge-based
economy, adults need enhanced strategic-
thinking skills to guide them through the
innumerable decisions and trade-offs re-
quired in the complicated journey to eco-
nomic independence. Community
Action will continue to look at ways to
address these concerns. Helping People.
Changing Lives.

2 ese data were taken from the US Census
via Children’s Defense Fund:http://www.chil-
drendefense.org/chld-research-data-publica-
tions/data/chlod-poverty-in-america-2012.pd
f

Mary Lockhart-White

Executive Director

TODAY’S CHALLENGES
TO OVERCOMING

POVERTY
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By Elroy Reed
In a way, you can say that Donald Trump

started it all.  Brandon has always had an in-
terest in community engagement.  His step-
mother was an administrator in the Waukegan
Public School District and his father, a busi-
ness professional, was an active member of the
Waukegan Community Church.  He saw his
parents work to help others, and he saw them
as great examples of positive leadership.

It was election night, Tuesday, November
7, 2017, the night that Donald Trump was
elected President of the United States that
Brandon says that it was time for him to step
up to the plate and be a positive force within
his community. He had seen some things go
wrong locally and nationally, so instead of
joining the ranks of complainers, he decided
that it was time for him to get off the sidelines
and do something about it.  He would run for
the school board.

To his surprise, he was well received, as he
had already gained a lot of momentum by
prior community involvement.

“I was the events and public relations coor-
dinator at Peoples Choice Family Fun Center
and in that role, I worked very closely with
Waukegan Public Schools and I got to know a
lot of the teachers and principals and had the
opportunity to start a mentoring group called
men of vision which was the same group that I
was involved in at CLC,” says Brandon Ewing.

At the College of Lake County, where Bran-
don earned his associate degree, Ewing was in-
volved in a men’s mentoring group known as
Men of Vision.  He brought that strategy of
helping young men to the public school and
began to mentor youth there.

Ewing gives a lot of credit to whom he calls
his mentor and former teacher, Mr. Chuck
Gutman.  Mr. Gutman ran the Men of Vision
program for two years and was a big supporter
of our students and I wanted to honor his
legacy by continuing to fight for our students.
Mr. Gutman was a guidance counselor and a
coordinator for AVID, a college prep program.

Brandon Ewing
President of the Waukegan Public School Board of Education

Waukegan Public Schools Board
Members being sworn in.

Story continued next page
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Brandon Ewing 
continued from prior page

Brandon’s next career move was to Baxter
Credit Union where he became the a Certified
Goal Consultant – providing credit repair con-
sultation, and financial budgeting and plan-
ning.  He also holds a NMLS License which
allows him to do mortgages.  He is now the as-
sistant branch manager in the Vernon Hills Of-
fice.

Ewing says that as President of the
Waukegan Public School District, that his
number one goal is to implement the Board of
Education’s Destination 2022 Strategy.  

“e district has a strategic plan that is de-
signed to help transform our district, and allow
our students to succeed,” Brandon said.  “As
the board president, I will work with the rest of
the board team to ensure that we meet the
goals and metrics laid out in that strategic plan.
An additional goal is to restore faith in the dis-
trict.  And to let the community know that the
Waukegan School Board is there for them.”

Shortly after the last school board election,
Brandon was named President of the Board,
elected by his peer board members.

He said that many of the Destination 2022
Strategic Initiatives will directly improve the
welfare of students.  For example, they hope to
improve the graduation rate by at least 90%.
Currently it hovers between 75 to 78%.  is
means that of the cohort of students who enter
the ninth grade, only about 78% actually grad-
uate.

Brandon is the founder of Fathers Matter,
an online Facebook page that promotes posi-
tive images of fathers and encourages father-
hood.  e page has over 60,000 followers.

In addition to his work on the school board,
Ewing is an active member of  the  #Just-
DOIt_Vote Coalition which is helping to get
millennials engaged in the political process. 

“e #JustDOItVote Coalition is a group of
people working together. We see the gap of
millennials engaged in our community, and we
feel that it is important to include millennials
in the process,” Ewing said.  e group meets
quarterly.  

He also hosts a facebook live show, Real
Talk Live with Brandon Ewing.

Brandon Ewing, 28, is married to Monique
and the couple have three children.
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Head Start Wraps Up Its 1st Year with STEAM

What is preschool STEAM?
e term STEM was developed
by the National Science Founda-
tion in the early 2000’s as an
acronym that stands for Science,
Technology, Engineering, and
Math.  e addition of the ‘A’ for
Arts was made in recent years to
promote the integration and use
of the arts in the STEM curricu-
lum.     

Alice’s Head Start Early Devel-
opment Center in North
Chicago, IL was the host site for
the 2019, 5-month STEAM ac-
tivities.

Alice’s Head Start Early Devel-
opment Center STEAM was
geared to 3-5 year olds and ex-
plored concepts in science, tech-
nology, engineering, art and math
through hands-on activities and

story time.   
STEAM experiences at

Alice’s Head Start provided
young children with oppor-
tunities to develop critical
thinking, executive func-
tioning, and problem-solv-
ing skills.  According to the
National Center on Early
Childhood Development,
Teaching and Learning,
there is a positive relation-
ship between early STEAM
experiences and future suc-
cess in school. 

Retired biochemist,
Karen Jones and volunteers
from her organization,
Chocolate Chip Associa-
tion™, coordinated the cur-
riculum and monthly
activities.
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A Peoples Voice Special Report

e Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church of Zion held a Women’s Conference
June 1, 2019 at the Illinois Beach Resort in Zion with a theme of “Battle Ready”.       

During the conference, Pastor Robert Williams presented members of the
church and community with Purple Heart Awards for their work and service. i     

e Christian Medal of Honor Awards were presented to Lady Betty Fairchild
and Mother Margaret Pickett.  e Christian Purple Heart Awards were presented
to Dr. Gloria Jean Swopes, Pastor Deborah Logan, Lady Tonya Evans, and Dea-
coness Sheila K. Showell.   e keynote speaker, Jae-la Williams,  delivered a pas-
sionate and powerful message comparing Christian service with being “Battle
Ready”.  She encouraged the group of women attending the event to fight the
good fight and maintain the faith.  Virginia Williams was the songstress for the
event.

Leading Ladies from Mt. Zion and other churches in the community who

were recognized included, Mother Marie Hudson, Mother Dorothy Smith,
Mother Margret Davis, Mother Carol Beasley, Mother Jessie Beasley, Mother
Mary Cain , Mother Mary F. Taylor. Mother Bonnett Broom, Mother Lovie
Geater. Mother Phillis Rosario , Mother Sadie Watts, Lady Marie Miller, Lady
Kendell McBride, Lady Debra Ramsey, Lady Catherine Johnson, Lady Joye
Crum, Lady Carolyn Conley, Lady Kathie Blackwell, Lady Peggy Richardson,
Deaconess Alice Taylor, Deaconess May McCoy, Deaconess Ada Callahan, Dea-
coness Elaine Pool, Deaconess Jana Hudson, Deaconess Melva Holmes, Dea-
coness Jacqueline Crittendon, Sister Darlene Pickett, Sister Cheryl Johnson, Sister
Roberta Willis, Sister Brenda Clark, Sister Jerri Boykin, Sister Rose Peters, Sister
Lue Lewis, and Sister Bernice Long.

Rev. Robert Williams, Senior Pastor of Mt. Zion, and First Lady Mrs. Williams
thanked them all for their many years of service, self-less acts of charity and their
dedication to the work of the ministry.

Mt. Zion M.B. Church Hosts Women’s Conference

Church Schedule
Christian Education                  10:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship         11:30 a.m.
4th Sunday, Women's Ministry   11:30 A.m.

Tuesday Fast & Prayer  7:00 p.m. • 
Thursday- Bible Study  7:30 p.m.

Phone • 1-847-689-1955 : EMAIL: LWAPC84@GMAIL.COM

Living Waters Apostolic 
Pentecostal Church

2001 Seymour Avenue
North Chicago, Illinois  60064-0559
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Reverend Dr. Wade Stevenson
celebrated his sixteenth anniversary
serving as pastor of the Gideon
Missionary Baptist Church of
Waukegan during the first two
weekends of June. 

“e 16th Anniversary was a cel-
ebration of ministry, preaching, and
music.  It had all the elements of
fellowship, community and
churches coming together,” says
Pastor Dr. Stevenson.

ere were four services. On
June 2nd, e Reverend Anthony
Stevenson, Pastor of the Macedonia
Baptist Church of Cynthiana, Ken-
tucky was the keynote speaker.
Stevenson is the brother of Dr.

Wade Stevenson.  Pastor Crenshaw
of the Christ Community Church,
Racine, Wisconsin led the second
service.

On June 9th, the morning serv-
ice was led by Minister Robert
James, and Pastor Henry Jordan of
Greater Faith Church of
Waukegan preached during the
second service.

Gideon Missionary Baptist
Church is one of the largest
African American Churches in
Lake County with about 400
members.  

Rev. Dr. Stevenson is married
to Gloria Stevenson and they have
three adult sons and six grandchil-
dren.

Pastor Wade Stevenson 

Celebrates Sweet Sixteen
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Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist
Church of Waukegan

409 Wainlow Avenue• Waukegan, IL  60085

847-244-5503
Sunday:

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service  11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday:
Mid-week Worship Study 7:00 p.m.

Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.  -John 3:3

Pastor: Rev. Arthur J. Gass Sr.

SAVE The Date

REAL MEN
GRILL

Coming to Lake County
Saturday, August 17, 2019

For More Info
224-237-2417
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District Elder Dennis Broom 
Celebrates 25th Anniversary

e Grace and Glory  Apos-
tolic Church of  Zion cele-
brated the 25th Anniversary  of
their Pastor, District Elder
Dennis Broom and Lady
Cheryl Davis-Broom on June
14, 2019 with a 7:00 PM Serv-
ice at the Inn at Market Square,
in Zion

e Banquet included re-
marks by Bishop Charles E.
Davis, Suffragan Bishop Win-
ston ompson,  Evangelist
Barbara Payne, dr. Ricky All-
mon, Jennifer White, Cheri
Neal, evangelist Barbara Reid,
Pastor John I. Caples, Ronald and Pauline Johnson, Chris Simmons, Deacon
Emanuel Wilson and Deaconess Lolita Wilson, Sister Jasmine Gaines, Pastor
Kermit DeLashment, Suffragan Bishop-Elect George Shaw, Evangelist Caroln
Butler, M. Elisha Chisum, and Elder James Bobo.  Musical selections were of-
fered by Pastor Jordan Gardner & Solid rock Apostolic Church Singers, and Dr.
Searl Patterson.
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