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Mark Pfister Named Executive Director
Lake County Health Department
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The Lake County Board of Health and Lake County Com-
munity Health Center Governing Council are pleased to an-
nounce that Mark Pfister has been appointed the new executive
director for the Lake County Health Department/Community
Health Center. Pfister served as interim executive director since
June 18th, 2016. His new position became effective on January
28th, 2017. 

As executive director, Pfister is responsible for leading over
60 separately funded public health, behavioral health and med-
ical programs performed at more than 20 locations in Lake
County.  He oversees approximately 1,000 employees and the ad-
ministration and preparation of the Department’s $70 million
budget.

“Mr. Pfister has built an outstanding track record over the
26 years he has served at the Health Department,” said Board of
Health president Tim Sashko.  “He has demonstrated strong
skills in strategic leadership and fiscal management. He is pas-
sionate about Lake County and has a clear-eyed vision for reach-
ing our goal to achieve the highest level of health for all in the
county. The Board of Health has complete faith in his vision hav-
ing worked closely with him for so many years.” 

Pfister brings a wealth of experience to his new role.  He re-
cently organized and created the “Together Summit,” a meeting
of over 200 community partners to collectively address health is-
sues identified in the Lake County Community Health Improve-
ment Plan. He successfully led and achieved accreditation from
the Public Health Accreditation Board in 2016, in which the
Health Department became one in approximately 100 local
health departments that had achieved national accreditation. He
revamped the Health Department’s strategic planning process,

and reor-
g a n i z e d
and cen-
t r a l i z e d
quality im-
p r o v e -
m e n t ,
o r g a n i z a -
tional de-
velopment,
and assess-
ment and
p l a n n i n g .
He also re-
cently re-
s t r u c t u r e d
the agency’s
quality man-
agement system.  

Over the years, Pfister has served in several roles at the Health
Department. From 1991 to 2005, he served as aquatic biologist
and program coordinator of the Lakes Management Unit (now
known as Ecological Services), which works to protect the
county’s lakes. From 2005 to 2009, he served as the associate di-
rector of Environmental Health Services where he directly super-
vised seven programs. In 2009, he became the interim director
of Environmental Health Services where he managed 70 staff and
a $5.6 million budget. He was named director of Prevention and
Population Health Services in 2010, where he was responsible
for the management of 25 programs and 232 staff. 

Mark Pfister, Executive Director
Lake County Health Department
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The National Association of University Women
presents the

Annual African American
Educator’s Luncheon

TICKETS 
$50.00

JEANETTE KEYES (847) 421-1956
DR. JEAN SWOPES (847) 360-1054

featuring

Sarah Collins-

Rudolph

The fifth child in the

infamous 1963

Church Bombing in

Birmingham.  

Visitation of
Vendor Booths

11:00 AM

Luncheon 
and Speaker

12 Noon to 2:00 PM

Saturday, Feb. 18, 2017
Holiday Inn Gurnee Convention Center

Gurnee,  IL 60031
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North Chicago Group Wins 
Zeta Gospel Award

Glenn Johnson and Voices of In-
nerpeace was selected by the Zeta
Gospel Music and  Radio Awards as the
Top Group of the Year for 2016. e
Zeta Gospel Music and Radio Awards is
one of the first awards shows to include
inspirational national artists but also fo-
cuses on independent singers, songwrit-

ers, musicians, poets, spoken word, pas-
tors, preachers, and teachers, around the
world.      

Voted on by the public and a panel
of industry veterans, the award recog-
nizes  people all over the U.S. and
abroad, who otherwise would not be
considered for an award of such caliber.

Tickets wen on sale Jan. 3 for the
33rd Annual Salute to Gospel Music pre-
sented by the College of Lake County
Lakeshore Campus featuring three-time
Grammy Award nominee Ricky Dillard
and New G. e event begins at 7 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 11 at the Genesee eatre,
203 N. Genesee St., Waukegan. 

Ricky Dillard, one of gospel
music’s most renowned choir directors
and performers, is a musician, producer
and songwriter best known for founding
and leading e New Generation Chorale
of Chicago, now called New G, since
1988. He received three Grammy Award
nominations: for the albums “Promise,”
“Unplugged ... e Way Church Used to
Be” and “Amazing.” Dillard is a multiple
Dove Award nominee and received several
Stellar Awards and an NAACP Image
Award.

e special guest choir is Glenn
Johnson and Voices of Innerpeace, who
will perform songs from “Greatness,” their
latest CD. In addition, the First Baptist
Church of Lake Forest Choir and the
CLC Gospel Choir, directed by Charles
omas Hayes, will perform. Effie Rolfe,
a Chicago-based media personality,
speaker and author, will serve as emcee,

along with JoHaan Cotton Wilson of the
CLC Lakeshore Campus. e 2017
Harambee Award of Excellence will be
presented to Pastor Todd E. Fletcher, First
Baptist Church of Lake Forest.

Ticket information: $28 general
admission; $26 for seniors 65+, CLC stu-
dents/staff/children); $33 at the door.

Group sales: Jan. 16 to Feb. 9 at
James Lumber Center for the Performing
Arts Box Office or call (847) 543-2431.
Group sales: Groups of 20-29: $23 each;
Groups of 30+: $19 each. e Box Office
is open Monday through Friday from 12-
5 p.m.

Advance sales: Jan. 14 to Feb. 10
at CLC’s three Campus Stores, JLC Box
Office, (847) 543-2300,
www.clcillinois.edu/tickets, Genesee e-
atre and www.geneseetheatre.com. e
Grayslake Campus JLC Box Office is lo-
cated at 19351 W. Washington St.; the
Lakeshore Campus is at 33 N. Genesee
St., Waukegan; and the Southlake Cam-
pus is at 1200 S. Milwaukee Ave., Vernon
Hills. 

On the performance date, Feb.
11, tickets will be available at the Genesee
eatre box office and at www.geneseethe-
atre.com (additional fees may apply). 

Ricky Dillard and New G to headline 
CLC’s Salute to Gospel Music



Robin Mitchell-

Henry

Own Your 
Professional

Image

Each one of
us has a unique
quality, skill or
talent to share
because we are all
pretty good at doing something.
Sharing our expertise is not always
easy unless someone else is actually
paying attention to us. Attracting
the right kind of attention often re-
quires us to take a close look at our
image, communications and pro-
fessional style. After making a per-
sonal assessment of these qualities,
then and only then, is it a good idea
to seek attention.

Personal image tells the world
what we think of ourselves. Some-
times we share the wrong message
at exactly the wrong time, so we
must be careful. Hairstyle and
grooming demonstrate our atten-
tion to details. While we are living
in a time that embraces individual
hairstyles, there should always be an
obvious level of effort exerted to
achieve that hairstyle. As a natural
hair enthusiast, I do not support
the creation of a careless image. A
precise haircut and consistent care
are requirements to achieve and
maintain a professional natural
image. If I go through a few days
without receiving a few compli-

ments, then I know it's time for a
trim!

When given the chance to com-
municate, for business or personal
reasons, always remain as positive
and as brief as possible. Social
media has killed manners for too
many people who feel that it is al-
right to say anything. ese same
people often fail to realize that
“tweets” should not always be con-
nected to LinkedIn accounts. Com-
ments, emojis, posts, emails, and
letters create an extension of a per-
son’s image. Keep it short and to
the point. Save profanity for very
personal conversations that are nei-
ther recorded nor saved in a “cloud”
and displayed with your name in an
online background search!

Robin is a natural hair enthusiast
who combines her career experi-
ence as a writer, educator and
media strategist to promote
achievement of personal goals.  

E: chicagoescurly@gmail.com  
FB: CHICaGOesCURLY   
IG: CHICaGOesCURLY

Image, Communications 
& Professional Style

CHICaGOesCURLY…
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A Black History Month celebration sponsored by:

FEATURING: Inspirational speakers, choirs, historical 
presentations, raf e. RECOGNIZING: the North Chicago Flames 
Football Program and the Waukegan Invaders Track and Field 
Team. DISPLAYING: Sports photography of Walter Payton. 

© Jon Sohoo
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A Peoples Voice Special Report

David A. Northern, Sr., was re-
cently named to serve as the
newest member of Lake County
Sheriff's Office Merit Commis-
sion. Members are appointed by
the Lake County Sheriff, with ap-
proval from the County Board, to
a serve 6-year term.    

e Lake County Sheriff’s Of-
fice Merit Commission is charged
with the screening of all applicants
seeking appointment to the office
of Deputy Sheriff, administering
written examinations for promo-
tion within the Department, con-
ducting hearings on disciplinary

charges brought before the Com-
mission and other administrative
duties. 

e Merit Commission is a
quasi-judicial administrative
agency. It operates independently
of both the Sheriff and the County
Board, administering a system of
long recognized principles of pub-
lic employment, promotion, and
discipline, as prescribed by state
statute and county ordinance. 

e Lake County Sheriff’s Of-
fice 2016 Annual Budget approved
by the Lake County Board is
$66,284,890, with 483 full-time
and 51 part-time employees

With his wife Crystal B. Northern and mother Kathy E. Hotchkins
proudly by his side, David A. Northern, Sr. took the oath, administered
by Clerk Wyckoff.

David Northern named to Merit Commission



igma Gamma Rho Sorority,
Inc., a historical organization,
and  member of the  Divine

Nine National Panhellenic Council of
Lake County proudly announce the
chartering of Mu Kappa Sigma Alum-
nae Chapter in Waukegan, IL.   Eleven
Sorors of Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority
devoted one hundred percent of their
time determined to bring a chapter of
their beloved Sorority  to the Lake

County area.  On September 30, 2016
the dreams of these eleven Sorors were
fulfilled when it was announced that the
eleven Sorors had successfully succeeded
in chartering the chapter.

Mu Kappa Sigma Alumnae chapter
passionately commits to being a positive
force in the Waukegan community by
uplifting, empowering and serving all
residents through the area of education,
healthcare and leadership development.   

e Sorors of Mu Kappa Sigma have

worked by serving their community
through Pads homeless shelter, donating
time to children whose parents are in-
carcerated and setting up a scholarship
fund for high school students on their
way to college.  Mu Kappa Sigma is pas-
sionate about serving and plans to be a
beacon of light to the Waukegan com-
munity.  

Roberta E. Jeter is the President of
the organization.
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The New Power Women of Lake County
Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc.

S
Pictured (L-R) Kimberly Hardy-Green, LaTasha Mitchell, Doris Hardy, Robyn Simmons, Taterial McClendon, Sheresa Matthews, Pearl Lawson, 

(Back row) Amber Norwood, Lisa Freelon-Gilbert, Roberta E Jeter, Julie Thorn. [not pictured Soror Brandy Hazzard]
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Give Cooperative Living a try

Telephone (847) 689-8855

Fax (847) 473-5588

Queens Braids and
Beauty Salon

1131 Shiloh Boulevard
Zion, IL 60099

Proprietor - Corina Roberson
Salon Number 847-731-7222

Cellular: 847-975-7310

Joyce Parnell Realty 
Joyce Parnell Broker/Owner

(847) 722-6076
E-mail: Yourbrokerjoyce@aol.com 

www.joyceparnellrealestate.com

~Certified HUD Bidder~

Regional Office of Education
Roycealee J. Wood
Regional Superintendent of Schools

800 Lancer Lane Suite E-128
Grayslake, Illinois  60030-2656
Phone 847-543-7833  Direct Line  847-543-7491
Fax  847-543-7832
E-mail rwood@lake.k12.il.us

847-665-0595

Business Cards

“Resolve to be tender with the young, compassionate with the aged, sympathetic with the striving
and tolerant with the weak and wrong. Sometime in your life, you will have been all of these.”

-Walter Sco

CLC’s Promise Program 
Accepting Applicants

e College of Lake County Promise
Program, a new initiative to help eligible
high school seniors afford college and
graduate from CLC as close to debt-free
as possible, will launch in Fall Semester
2017 and is seeking applicants from Lake
County high school seniors.

e Promise Program covers the gap
between federal and state financial aid and
tuition and fees. It requires students to de-
velop a two-year academic plan, create a
career or transfer plan and participate in
leadership and professional development
activities. e preferred deadline to apply
is Feb. 28 for Fall Semester 2017.

“e Promise Program is an excep-
tional learning experience for new CLC
students coming directly from high
school.  We are helping students with fi-
nancial need achieve their college
dreams,” said Eric Tammes, director of ac-
ademic success.

To qualify, students must complete the
FAFSA (Free Application for Financial
Aid), have an Expected Family Contribu-
tion of $3,000 or less and have a high
school GPA of 2.3 or higher,  meet certain
math and reading/writing requirements,
reside in the College of Lake County dis-
trict and graduate from a district high
school (including home-schooled stu-
dents). For details, call (847) 543-2090 or
visit www.clcillinois.edu/promise.

“e CLC Promise Program is enthu-
siastically supported by district superin-
tendents from the Lake County High
School Alliance,” said CLC President Jerry
Weber. About 200 students will be eligible
per year, and after the initial funding is de-
pleted, private donations raised through
the CLC Foundation will support the
program.

If I could save time in a bottle, 
imagine what I could do.
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Editor’s Note:
is is a true story compiled by William E. Hutchison. Some of the
text is written by his mother and the balance is written by William.
William “Billy” Hutchison is a graphic artist, musician, photogra-
pher, poet and songwriter.  He also has a heart condition.  He is
sharing his story as inspiration to others who may have life condi-
tions beyond their control.  He is also seeking assistance through a
GoFundMe account.

Little Billy 
[Mrs. Hutchison’s (Bill Hutchison’s mother) private journal notes]

e golden-brown leaves swirled gently to the ground outside my
sparkling clean picture window as I was suddenly catapulted back in
time to that awful day 22 years ago, the once green leaves of summer
were now turning golden-brown; a constant reminder of the kind of
day it was then. Why, I asked myself, must I always be reminded of
that day each time the leaves begin to turn colors? I guess in retrospect
it’s because it brought out the true feelings of motherhood and the
love only a mother can have for her child.

My story begins on a good note, really. It was a happy and joyful
day for my husband Bill, and son Billy. I had given birth to a beautiful
baby girl. She was born prematurely, and it was nip and tuck with her
for a while, but this was the day I would get to bring her home and
show her off to the rest of the family. Now our family was complete.
Bill and I now had the son and daughter we wanted. Although we al-
most lost the baby due to her small size, she rallied and gained enough
weight enable me to take her home sooner than we thought. I was
anxious to leave the hospital with her and was excited about seeing lit-
tle Billy. He was a little man. Before the baby was born he would al-
ways try to help me around the apartment any way that he could. He
had two teeth when he was four months and took his first steps at
seven months. Bill and I were teased often that little Billy was devel-
oping fast so that he could make room for another baby. We always
shrugged off those suggestions by neighbors and family, yet when I
became pregnant, I knew it was good that he was learning fast. I did
not want to have two babies in diapers.

When I arrived home from the hospital, my mom was there to
greet us. While getting settled into being home again, Bill said he
would go and prepare my lunch. I’d been in such a hurry to check out
of the hospital, I decided not to eat lunch there, but to wait until I

got home. I had given little Billy a toy car that I had bought off the
gift cart at the hospital and he was playing happily with it on the living
room floor. But, when he heard his dad talk about fixing me something
for lunch, my talkative, walking, get into everything eleven-month-
old, tiring of his toy, decided he wanted to help his dad in the kitchen.
Suddenly, I heard my husband yell, Boy, get out of here before you
get hurt. After hearing his yell, I then yelled back, “Don’t yell at Billy
to get out, Bill; bring him out of the kitchen yourself.” Just as the
words tumbled out of my mouth, I heard a loud crash. I heard my
husband scream! He came running into the living room carrying Billy
by his arms. Little Billy was screaming and twisting his body and head.
Before I could reach for him his hair and skin slid off his head to the
floor! I screamed at my mother who was holding the new baby, go get
a sheet!! She instead grabbed the Vaseline and began to rub it onto
little Billy’s back. As I looked closer at him I saw that my son’s body
was soaked with hot frying grease. I ran to the phone and called the
police. I faintly remember yelling at the dispatcher to send an ambu-
lance right away. Within minutes (it seemed like hours) a squad car
arrived to take us to the hospital. On the way, little Billy had stopped
screaming and was now whimpering. ere was a blur of relatives and
neighbors standing on our front lawn as the squad car sped off. 

My mother stood at the door with the newborn in her arms.

Billy

William Hutchison served as a spokesperson for Lakland Guitars.

Continued next page
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In the squad car I stared angrily at my husband. With tears stream-
ing down my face, Why, why, why, in God’s name? I yelled, didn’t you
bring him out of the kitchen? My husband just stared at me then Billy,
as he held him gently. en I saw the pain in his eyes, too, as tears
began to stream down his face.

At the hospital, a brave little
Billy withstood the agony and
pain of getting his wounds
cleaned as Bill and I stood by and
watched. At one moment, our
pediatrician asked us to hold him
while he cleaned grease and batter
crumbs from the back wound.
Billy screamed unmercifully.  It
was a moment that I will live and
remember as long as I live. As I
looked up at our doctor I saw
tears glistening in his eyes, too. I
asked the doctor what little Billy’s
chances were surviving such a bad
burn and he told me the first few
days would be the most critical.
He said little Billy would need
around the clock care for now
(little Billy was in shock when we
arrived at the hospital). Once he could be stabilized, his chances for
survival would improve each day, bearing he had no serious infections. 

He advised us to go home and pray and not to visit him, as he
would not be pretty to see.

As we were coming down the elevator to leave the hospital we ran
into my gynecologist. He said, Why, Mrs. Hutchison, why are you still
here at the hospital? Didn’t I release you yet? I said, Yes, doctor, you
did, but my baby just got burned. He interrupted, “Your newborn?”
No, doctor, I said. “My baby, Little Billy, got burned.” I haven’t gotten
to know my new baby yet.

I visited Little Billy the next day. It is another day that will forever
stay etched in my mind. Little Billy’s head seemed swollen twice its
normal size. His face and neck were swollen so severely he looked dis-
figured. Both his ankles were tied to the bed and he was very hoarse. I
had to put on a sterilized gown, mask and gloves. When I entered the
room, he stood up in bed and cried, “Mama! Mama!”

I went home and completely destroyed my bedroom. My mother
tried to console me but I felt totally empty and without life. Not even
the new baby, whom I had named Natalie, could help me snap out of
the deep depression I felt for my son. It took several weeks before I
could bring myself back to see him again. Little Billy steadily improved
although the doctor warned me that he would have a long recuperation
and that there would be surgeries and grafts, as he got older.

e day I brought Little Billy home from the hospital was a very
happy day indeed. He had almost forgotten how to walk. e burn
caused severe scarring in his lower back; however, when we arrived at

the front door, Little Billy squirmed to get down to walk. As I let him
go, he scurried up the sidewalk as my mother waited. A big smile cov-
ered his face when he realized he could make it to the front all by him-
self.

Since that long, long fall day, I have recalled like clockwork how
grateful I really am
for the courage
and bravery of Lit-
tle Billy. Since his
injury, Bill, as he
now prefers to be
called, has had sev-
eral additional sur-
geries to correct
tissue scarring. He
is 23 years old and
a senior in college
studying to be a
commercial artist.
He believes his in-
jury has had a pro-
found effect on the
type of man he has
become: an asset to
his family, com-
munity and soci-
ety. He has won

several awards for his artwork and has had several jobs offers as soon
as he graduates. Billy’s only regret is that his father did not live to see
his accomplishments. 

Life Reflections 
(Written by William Hutchinson) 

My father was murdered right before my fifth birthday. I think the burn
is his firstborn & only son haunted him the rest of his life. It was not his
fault. It was an accident, but I think he blamed himself.

My mom has gone home to be with the Lord. She wrote this when I was
22 years old. She reflected on my past and yet at the same time pondered my
future. When I look at what she wrote about the hopes she had for my future
I can’t help but think it was prophetic. Her hopes for me came true. All the
hopes she had for me were fulfilled. What I find amazing when I look back
at her reflections on the past and her hopes for my future was how unshakable
and unconditional her love was for me. She could see what lay ahead for me
when I was only 22 years of age. She
would look at me when she thought I was not aware of it. At the time, I
didn’t understand it. Now I do: she was not just looking at me… she was
looking at the journey I took just to be there. She knew all that I had been
through to bring me to that place. She remembered when I was born… when
I was burned… when I took my first steps…. when I rode my first bike and
on and on and on! 

William Hutchison continued

Bo Pirruccello and Carl Pedigo of Lakland Guitars with Willliam Hutchison

Continued on page 13



LOCKHART-WHITE REPORT
February 2017

The

A communique of the Community Action Partnership of Lake County

High Standards & A 
Challenging Curriculum

To increase the achievement levels
of minority and low-income stu-
dents, we need to focus on what re-
ally matters: high standard, a
challenging curriculum and teach-
ers.

ere’s been a lot of talk about
the achievement gap that separates
low-income and minority young-
sters from other young Americans.
For more than a generation, we fo-
cused on improving the education
of poor and minority students.  Not
surprising, we made real gains.  Be-
tween 1970 and 1988, the achieve-
ment gap between African American
and White students was cut in half,
and the gap separating Latinos and
whites declined by 0ne-third.  at
progress came to a halt around
1988. However and since that time,
the gaps have widened.

Although everybody wanted to
take credit for narrowing the gap,
nobody wanted to take responsibil-
ity for widening it.  So, for a while,
there was mostly silence.

But that is changing.  Good.  Be-
cause if we don’t get the numbers
out on the table and talk about
them, we’re never going to close the
gap once and for all.  I worry,
though, about how many people
head into discussions without accu-
rate data.  And I worry even more
about how many education leaders
have the notions about the whys be-
neath the achievement gap.

What’s going on?  Over the past
five years staff members at the Edu-
cation Trust have share these and re-
lated data on the achievement gap
with hundreds of audiences all over
the United States. During that time
they learned a lot about what people
think is going on.

When they spoke with adults, no
matter where they were in the coun-
try, they made the same comments.
“ey’re poor.” “eir parents don’t
care “ey come to school without
an adequate breakfast, “ey don’t

h a v e
e n o u g h
books in
the home.”
I n d e e d ,
there aren’t
e n o u g h
parents in
the home,
parents are workings and not always
available to engaged. right or wrong.
Young people, however, have differ-
ent answers.  ey talk about teach-
ers who often do not know the
subjects that they are teaching.  ey
talk about counselors who consis-
tently underestimate their potential
and place them in lower-level
courses.  ey talk about principals
who dismiss their concerns.  And
they talk about a curriculum and a
set of expectations that feel so mis-
erably low-level that they literally
bore the students right out of the
school door.

e truth is that the data bear out
what the young people are saying.
It’s not that issues like poverty and
parental education don’t matter.
Clearly they do.  But we take the
students who have less to begin with
and they systematically give them
less in school.  In fact, we give these
students less of everything that we
believe makes a difference.

Let me be clear, it would help if
changes were made outside of
schools, too.  If parents spent more
time with their children, if poverty
didn’t crush so many spirits, and if
the broader culture didn’t bombard
young people with so many destruc-
tive message.  But because both re-
search and experience show that
what schools do matters greatly. Let’s
concentrate on what works in edu-
cation.

Give them a Head Start and Par-
ent and Community Engagement.

Source data from ASCD, Learn,
Teach, Lead

Mary Lockhart-White
Executive Director
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ere were many times in my life I didn’t see a way…. e obstacles were so big
and I was so small by comparison and there were many times in my life I felt like quit-
ting. ere were times in my life I felt like a failure but I learned that you can’t allow
the facts of your life and even how you feel about them…. rob you of your hope and
strip you of your faith. Your feelings won’t get you to the Promised Land… Faith will!
Along the way, I learned not to pray my problems or my perceptions but to pray back
to God his promises because God says in his Word that His Word would not return
unto him void! God knows how to take you into your promised land. But, there is no
promised land without a wilderness. God put in my life key people to help me along
the way.

My eighth-grade reading teacher Mrs. Lesley Shapiro saw something special in me
when I was only 12 years old. She saw what I went through every day with the bald
spot on my head and how I would not give in to the negativity that seemed to surround
me. I’d come back to visit her
when I was in high school and when I went to college.  When I ran out of money for
my last semester of college she paid for it! She believed in my potential that much. 

I received inspiration from Adell Crump who happened to be the first black vice
president of Dickens Design Group and the great Sculpture/ Artist/Professor Preston
Jackson who personally took me under his wing to mentor me as an Artist, Martial
Artist and man. 

Mrs. Joyce Grady saw something special in me when she hired me to become an il-
lustrator for the Department of Defense and was instrumental in helping me develop
as a graphic artist/illustrator. I would not be doing what I am doing now if it were not
for the role she played! She was there the day I was named “Federal Employee of the
Year” in the category of Outstanding Program & Support Employee” in 2000 for de-
signing the United States Navy’s Graphics for their recruit curriculum.

One day I was at a health clinic and I ran into the doctor who cared for me when I
was burned. I asked him if he remembered taking care of a baby in 1962 that had 3rd
degree burns. His eyes lit up and he said, “Are YOU my miracle baby?” I said, “Yes!”
His eyes filled with tears as he hugged me. e tears he had now… All those years later,
were tears of joy! Hold on to hope! Let God turn your tears of hurt and sorrow into
joy!
Psalms 30:5 … weeping may endure for a night, but joy [cometh] in the morning. You
may be experiencing your night but hold on! Daybreak is coming!!! I give glory to God
for each new morning!!!”

Don’t let the sad chapters in your life become the end of your story. Turn the page
with faith & hope. Trust that God is able to bring you out of your wilderness and into
your “Promised Land!” I’m a witness! I’m living the promise right now! I’m no longer
hiding my scar. I realize the scar is proof that my wound was healed. Don’t let your
physical scars become spiritual wounds. I know now I can share my testimony. I am
free from fear and shame. If someone wants to know how I got my scar I’m glad to
share my testimony. Now, when I see it…. I am reminded of my
miracle! I’m no longer sad! I’m glad! I’m grateful!

The Situation Today
William has toured Switzerland, Austria, and Germany and appeared in Music

Videos with international recording artist Mr. KC Williams.    
William is an official endorser of Lakland Bass Guitars & DNA Bass Amplifiers

& Bass Cabs http://www.lakland.com/william-hutchison.htm 
Billy is a single father of two children, Aaron (27) and Rachel (23).  As a  minis-

ter,  Bill decided that he would not hide his scars.  With his faith in God, and the
support of his children, his transition has not been difficult. For most of his life he
had hidden his burn scar under hair pieces and hats. He was ashamed of his scar
from his childhood accident, but realizing that he had a testimony about how God

saw him
through that
ordeal, Bill
decided to live
free. No
longer would
he cover his
scar. No
longer did he
have to cover
up what had
happened to
him; after all,
the enemy
was robbing
him of his tes-
timony of
healing. e
more Minister
Bill reflected
on where God
had brought
him from....
the more he
realized it wasn’t his story anyway. It was God’s story and a testimony as to how God
could intervene in a seemingly hopeless situation and bring healing and hope where
wounds and despair attempt to prevail. God can and has healed the wounds we wear
within! 

e key is for us to recognize it! Minister Bill recognized that he is free!!! 
William has faced many challenges to his health and is facing another serious one

right now. Now 55, William is in a leave without pay status at his job with the De-
partment of Defense at the Great Lakes Naval base.  Due to his extended illness, he
has exhausted his benefits and does not receive any type of disability. 

He is attempting to raise money to help with living expenses, medication and
medical bills. He has been off work for two months with congestive heart failure that
has required him to wear a LifeVest. His electrical heart specialist has informed him
that he is 10x more likely to suffer a sudden cardiac arrest because the ejection rate
for his heart is lower than 35%. 

“I will be off work for at least three months and I am to have heart surgery in
March,” says William Hutchinson.

“Any funds raised will help with my living and medical expenses. Any help you
can provide will be so greatly appreciated! No amount is too small!”

https://www.gofundme.com/william-e-hutchison-jr

William Hutchison continued from page 11

William Hutchison seen in the hospital with his daugher, Rachel.
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“Fences,” the Pulitzer Prize-winning drama by August Wilson, was
written in 1983 and had its premiere on Broadway in 1987. But the play
is set 30 years before that, in a lower-middle-class black section of Pitts-
burgh in the mid-1950s, and when you watch it now, in the towering and
impassioned screen version directed by its star, Denzel Washington, it feels
like you’re seeing a work from a distant time, like “A Raisin in the Sun”
crossed with “Death of a Salesman.” For long stretches, that slight period
remove works for the movie: “Fences” is an anguished family drama
forged out of an exotically old-fashioned sense of destiny. Yet if Wilson’s
play is on some level timeless, only rarely does “Fences,” as a movie, hit
you in the solar plexus with its relevance. It’s more like a long day’s jour-
ney into something weighty and epic and prestigious.   

e central character, Troy Maxson, is a bedraggled patriarch with a back-
bone of pride that rules and defines him. Troy works as a trash collector, and
when we first see him, finishing his Friday shift and coming home to greet the
weekend the way he always does, by sharing a pint of gin with his grizzled co-
worker, Bono (Stephen Henderson), he seems an ebullient and centered man.
He’s devoted to Rose (Viola Davis), his wife of 18 years, and the sauciness of
their back-and-forth teasing lets you know that the feeling is mutual. Troy is
so thrifty he claims he can’t afford a TV set, but he has carved out a secure life
for his family rooted in their modest brick house. He’s a man shrewd enough
to keep his head down and feisty enough to have just asked his supervisor
why Pittsburgh has no black sanitation drivers (a chancy question that winds
up netting him a promotion to be the city’s first).   

Much of “Fences” is set in the Maxsons’ small, cramped patch of backyard,
but the film doesn’t feel stagy, because Charlotte Bruus Christensen’s cine-
matography gives it a crystal-clear flow, and Washington, as both actor and
director, gets the conversation humming with a speed and alacrity that keeps
the audience jazzed. Wilson’s dialogue is a marvel — soulful, naturalistic, and
profane, at moments downright musical in the snap of its cadences. And
Washington tears through it with a joyful ferocity, like a man possessed.
Which, as we learn, is just what Troy is.  

He was once a professional baseball player, a star of the Negro Leagues,
but it was Troy’s bitter fate to come along a generation before Jackie Robin-
son. He never found fortune or fame from baseball, and he can’t accept that
the game is now opening up for others. When he dismisses the new black
players — and Robinson himself — with a righteous harrumph, claiming that
he’s better than all of them, his gripe is rooted in an honest perception of the
racist past, but it’s also rooted in the bigheaded wrath of his own ego. Troy
doesn’t want anyone to enjoy the success he was denied, and that includes his
teenage son, Cory (Jovan Adepo), who has an interview scheduled with a col-
lege football recruiter. It’s a doorway to opportunity, but Troy closes it as sys-
tematically as Laura’s mother crushes her down in “e Glass Menagerie.”  

Troy thinks society will never change for the black man, so he turns that
belief into a self-fulfilling prophecy. (Of course, it’s also fused with his jeal-
ousy.) He comes on like an honorable fellow, and in certain ways he is, but
he’s also an unreasonable hard-ass, like the Great Santini with a touch of King
Lear. Washington’s performance keeps both sides of Troy in beautiful balance,
so that he never seems more humane than when the full extent of his demons
is revealed.

“Fences” has passages of fierce and moving power, but on screen the play
comes off as episodic and more than a bit unwieldy. As other characters show
up, each sheds a ray of light on the real nature of Troy. Lyons (Russell
Hornsby), his grown son from a previous relationship, is an easygoing musi-
cian who wants more out of life than working a job of grungy drudgery like
his father’s, and when he asks Troy for $10, Troy refuses him. His parsimo-
niousness is a point of pride, and to some degree a valid one, but it’s also rigid
and didactic. en there’s Troy’s brother, Gabe (Mykelti Williamson), who re-
turned from World War II with a metal plate in his head and without all his
marbles. Troy took Gabe’s $3,000 disability payout and purchased the house
with it, and the energy he pours into justifying that action is a clear sign of
how much guilt there is eating away at him. Williamson does a lyrical piece of
acting as Gabe, whose mind is half-gone but whose radar picks up on things
he isn’t aware of.

e acting is all superb. At the moment Troy’s selfishness is fully revealed,
Viola Davis delivers a monologue of tearful, scalding, nose-running agony
that shows you one woman’s entire reality breaking down. For a few shatter-
ing moments, when she talks about her family of half-brothers and half-sis-
ters, it drags the fallout from America’s racist past right into the glaring light
of the present. 

As you watch “Fences,” there’s never a doubt that these lives matter, and
that’s a good and noble thing, but you’re also aware (maybe too aware) of how
much the movie itself wants to matter.

-Reviewed at ArcLight Cinemas, Los Angeles

Fences
A Timeless Statement About How

Black Lives Matter

Denzell Washington and Viola Davis, a perfect match for Fences.
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When you sign up before April 1, 2017
One Week’s Tuition

Blue Diamond 
Video Services

Commercials ` Weddings ` Events `Documentaries
Specializing in Editing and Video Services For Any Ocassion

224-627-8895
Commercials
We can be your one stop shop to write,
shoot, edit and place commercials that
will present your business to thousands of
new potential customers.  If you would
like your business on television, give us
a call.  We can make it happen.

Events
We can shoot and edit a wonderful and
memorable keepsake of your wedding,
birthday party, or just about any other
occasion that you would like to capture
on video.

Contact Us
We provide free consultations and a reli-
able quote for your video project.  We are
located at 

Blue Diamond Video Services
2445 Sheridan Road 

Zion, IL  60099  
224-627-8895
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Pearl Lillian Mayfield, “Lil Bird”, was
born January 21, 1945 to Postel and Rosie
Mayfield. She graduated from North
Chicago Community High School and was
a life-long resident of Waukegan/North
Chicago. Pearl accepted Christ at an early age
and raised her children to love and fear God.
She was a hard worker and cultivated that
same work ethic into her children. She re-
tired from Johnson Motors and W.W.
Grainier and after retirement worked for
Sheridan Health for several years.

She leaves to mourn four children; Rick
(Myiesha) Coleman, Eugene Raymon May-
field, Rita (Wesley) Sneed, Norman (Cyn-
thia) Medley, and an adopted son Bobby
Gordon. Eight grandchildren: Eric Mayfield,
Rayen Mayfield, Ruben (Deondria) Sanchez,
Xavier Coleman, Iyana Brunson, Kaylah
Duty, Norman Medley, Jr. and Desiree Med-
ley. ree great grandchildren: Jayden, Zoe

and Mila. Two sisters; Mae Bertha Poole and
Gloria Carr. Two brothers: John Mayfield
and Rayburn (Linda) Mayfield. Two special
nephews; Michael McBride who she re-
garded as a brother and Jeff McBride; two
nieces; Claudean ompson and Edra Stew-
art and a host of great nieces, nephews,
cousins and other family members.     

She was preceded in death by both of her
parents, Postel and Rosie Mayfield, her
brother William Mayfield, two children:
Renee Mayfield and Antoinette Nicholson
and a beloved grandson Jonathan Wilkins.

A Celebration of Her Life Service was
held at 11 A.M. Saturday, January 28, 2017
at the First Corinthian Missionary Baptist
Church, 1529 Elizabeth Avenue, North
Chicago, IL. Reverend Eugene Roberson,
Pastor. Officiating Pastor Jimmie O. John-
son. 

Pearl Lillian Mayfield
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Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist
Church of Waukegan

409 Wainlow Avenue• Waukegan, IL  60085

847-244-5503
Sunday:

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service  11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday:
Mid-week Worship Study 7:00 p.m.

Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.  -John 3:3

Pastor: Rev. Arthur J. Gass Sr.

Celebrating 52 Years In the Ministry 
Heavenly Places Tabernacle of Prayer

1410 15th Street • North Chicago, IL  60064

847-826-6269
Weekly Activity

Monday, 
Bible Study 6:00 pm

Wednesday, 
Bible Study 6:00 pm

ursday, 
Prayer 6:00 pm

Friday, 
Healing & Deliverance 

Service 7:00 pm

Sunday Services
Sunday School 

10:00 AM
Sunday Morning 
Worship Service

11:30

Founder and Pastor
Rev. Dr. Jimmie J. Williams & First Lady Juanita Williams

Soulful Sundays
Bible Study / Sunday School  

9:00 am - 10:00 am

Hour of  Power Worship 

From 10:30 am - Noon

Meeting at Hampton Inn
550 Grand Avenue, Gurnee

PO Box 1802
Gurnee, IL 60031

847-770-5157
Find us on Facebook

www.northshorefaith.org
northshorefaithcommunity@hotmail.com

North Shore
FAITH COMMUNITY CHURCH

Rev. Rosemarie Green, 
Senior Pastor

Church Schedule
Christian Education                  10:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship         11:30 a.m.
4th Sunday, Women's Ministry   11:30 p.m.

Tuesday Fast & Prayer  7:00 p.m. • 
Thurs.Bible Study  7:00 p.m.

Phone • 1-847-689-1955 : Fax: 1-847-689-2917

Living Waters Apostolic 
Pentecostal Church

2001 Seymour Avenue
North Chicago, Illinois  60064-0559

Min. Clarence  
A. Wright
Pastor
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First Corinthian Missionary Baptist Church
1529 Elizabeth Ave., North Chicago, IL 60064 ..........Office: (847) 473-1610 • Fax: (847) 473-2616

Friendship...Fellowship...Worship

Sunday Morning 
Worship Service.....8:00 a.m.
Sunday School.......9:00 AM
Sunday Worship...10:45 AM
BTU......................... 5:00 PM

Rev. Eugene Roberson,  Pastor

The Church of Three Ships...

For more information,  please call the church at (847) 473-1610
www.firstcorinthian.com 

Pastor and First Lady 
Eugene Roberson

Soup Kitchen..........3:00 PM
Every Saturday in the 
Annex Building at 

Greenfield and 16th Street, 
North Chicago
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