The Heart & Soul
of Chicago TM
Celebrating
26 Years of Service
to the Community

SEPT. 2021
FREE

Judge Reginald Mathews
19th Judicial
Circuit Court
Judge announces
re-seating campaign

See story on page 8

See story on page 7

Page 2

Chicago People’s Voice

Sept. 2021

Illinois Bans Hair Discrimination

From School Dress Codes That Has Targeted Black Students
by Alexa Imani Spencer,
Black Enterprise
Time is up for racial hair
discrimination in Illinois
schools. A new law signed by
Gov. J.B. Pritzker prohibits
dress code policies that have
historically targeted Black students from wearing cultural
hairstyles.
e law requires the state
board of education to examine
school handbooks yearly to
ensure there’s no language that
discriminates against cultural
hairstyles, such as locs, cornrows, braids, and Afros.
Pritzker signed the measure
in August after it was approved by the legislature last
spring. e law, known as the
Jett Hawkins Law, was after
Gus “Jett” Hawkins, a Black
student who at 4-years-old was
told his braids violated his
Chicago school’s dress code. e young boy was advised to take them out.
His mother, Ida Nelson, brought the incident to the attention of the
public. Within her awareness campaign, she explained how stigmatizing
children’s hair could negatively aﬀect their educational development. Friday’s bill signing was “monumental,” she said to NBC.
“For us, this is bigger than just hair. Our hair is an extension of who we
are as a race and is deeply connected to our cultural identity,” Nelson said.
“is is one huge step towards improving the mental health outcomes for
our children, as it ensures that they will be in healthier learning environments.”
e legislation was sponsored by state Sen. Mike Simmons, a Black lawmaker who wears his hair in natural free-form locs. He knows first-hand
what it’s like to be humiliated in front of classmates by school administration.
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“To have authority figures belittle

“For us, this is bigger than you and humiliate you in front of
people because of something
just hair. Our hair is an other
that is God-given is entirely unacceptextension of who we are as able,” Simmons the Chicago SunTimes.
a race and is deeply con- Simmons
helped create safer environnected to our cultural ments for Black children throughout
the state to honor themselves and
identity,”
their ancestors.
-Ida Nelson
“Black youth in school settings
shouldn’t have to be restricted by outdated and often racist dress codes that only serve to humiliate students of
color who want to wear their hair in a style that honors their heritage, ancestry, and culture,” Simmons told NBC.
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But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. - Matthew 6:33
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News Around Town
North Chicago Treasurer
Receive Recognition
NORTH CHICAGO, Ill. (July
27, 2021) — e Treasurer of the
City of North Chicago received
national recognition at the 2021
Association of Public Treasurers of
the United States and Canada Annual Conference. City Treasurer,
Vance D. Wyatt received both the
Certified Public
Funds Investment Manager
(CPFIM) and Advanced Certified
Public Funds Investment Manager
(ACPFIM) designations from APT
US&C.
Treasurer Wyatt is the first
elected Treasurer in Lake County,
Vance D. Wyatt
Illinois to receive the ACPFIM credential.
ese two certifications will help aid our City's Treasurer's oﬃce to maximize the city's investment returns. "I look forward to the further diversification of the city's investments," said Treasurer Wyatt.
ese designations will aid in helping the city to better invest its financial
reserves to maximize return. Treasurer Wyatt explains that the long-term
goal is to help keep taxes as low as possible, “we are looking to create an investment strategy that reduces the tax burden on the residents of North
Chicago.”

Go Waukegan Walks
e Waukegan Park District will be hosting three GO WAUKEGAN
Walks in 2021. Held at two parks and downtown, the walks are free events
intended to encourage the community to walk at least thirty minutes every
day.
In collaboration with the Lake County Health Department, the
Waukegan Park District launched GO WAUKEGAN, a community initiative designed to improve the health and wellness of local residents by enhancing and increasing the shared experience of walking through activities,
education, and collaboration.
e GO WAUKEGAN Walks will he held on the following dates:
Saturday, August 28 from 8pm to 9pm at Bevier Park, 2255 W. Yorkhouse
Road, Saturday, October 23 from 9am to 10am at Hinkston Park, 810
Baldwin Avenue
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, Saturday, December 4 from 6pm to 7pm in Downtown Waukegan*
More details are available at waukeganparks.org/gowaukegan.

CLC Offers Vaccine Incentives
College of Lake County students enrolled in classes this fall are now eligible for a $100 incentive when they submit proof of their COVID-19 vaccination. More than 1,200 students submitted their proof on the first day.
“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to
change the world.”. — Nelson Mandela.

The African American Museum
at The England Manor
The African American Museum at
The England Manor cordially request your presence at the official
ribbon cutting on Saturday, September 4, 2021 at 1 PM with tours
to follow.

The museum chronicles the African American experiences from
African royalty to Contemporary Black America.

The tours will be followed by Jazzin' at The African American Museum at The England Manor featuring world renowned violinist,
Lee England, Jr. with succulent appetizers catered by "my mama
can cook".

The Museum is a 501(c)3, private non-profit cultural and educational institution, established in 2018 by Sylvia England, the Executive Director.
Donations: $25 for
Jazzin' at The African American Museum at The England Manor
Plz RSVP, Payments accepted: Cash App, PayPal, Zelle, Venmo, Cash.
Checks payable to: The England Manor
For additional information contact Sylvia England @
224-409-3421
sylvia@englandmanor.com
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Zion 4 Life Reunion

Perry Chillus, 62, is a man who believes in
the power of family and friends coming together,
reminiscing about ole times and showing unity
and love for one another. Each year, he and a
small committee hosts what has become known
as the Zion 4 Life Reunion. Hundreds of people,
native to Zion, return for an annual gathering
family reunion style to rekindle friendships and
tell stories about the good ole days.
It all began about 10 years ago with a notion
fostered by Pastor George Andrews, Perry and
his brother Watson Chillus. e first year was a
success, so much so, that in 2012, the next year,

more than 1,000 people showed up to the event.
Last year due to Covid-19, it was canceled but
revived Saturday, August 14, 2021 at Shiloh Park
in Zion.
is year, people like Ronald Ransom, the
first Black Police Oﬃcer in Zion, and Mother
Martha Mason the treasured Assistant Principal
of the Junior High School showed up.
“Everyone there who went through school remembered her (Mother Mason)”, says Perry
Chillus. “She was a spiritual person, when we
went to her for detention, she would give us
bible verses to write over and over again. If we
were at school late, she would give us a ride
home.”
Leaders like Nicole Cartwright,
Shirley Yarbrough, Donna Linder, and
Alphonso (Al) Rodgers were there. Ms.
Cartwright brought homemade cookies
and other sweets to share free of charge
to the community. e event was positive, heartwarming and filled with fellowship and memories.
“It is about Love and Family and
Friendship,” says organizer Perry
Chillus.

Waukegan, Beach Park, Wadsworth, North Chicago & Gurnee

“Success is not final;
failure is not fatal: it is
the courage to continue
that counts.”
– Winston Churchill
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Collegiate Athletes Can
Now Make Money
Governor Pritzker has signed Senate Bill 2338 into law which allows
college athletes the ability to make money.
e bill had wide bipartisan support in the Illinois General Assembly, and the Pritzker signing was accompanied by lawmakers including
former college athletes House Speaker Emanuel “Chris” Welch, DHillside, and Rep. Kambium Buckner, D-Chicago.
“We’re very proud to be able to host this very important and special
day, not only in the history of college athletics here in our state but in
the history of college athletics across all of the states,” Whitman said.
“And this is one of those days that allows us to begin to usher in the
new era of college athletics.” Athletic directors from Northwestern
University and DePaul University were also present at the news conference on June 29.
e new law, which took eﬀect July 1, allows Illinois college athletes
to be paid for the use of their name, image, or likeness, such as appearing at autograph signings at local businesses or appearing in advertising. It would also allow the athletes to hire an agent. Buckner,
who played football at the University of Illinois, said the new law “is
not just a win for the star quarterback or the star point guard.”
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Jennifer Hudson Has Commanding Performance in Respect
e long awaited Biopic of the life of
Aretha Franklin in out. And on all accounts, it was worth the wait.
e movie “Respect” that was released
on August 13th, starring Jennifer Hudson,
is a true story film based on the wellknown popular artist Aretha Franklin.
is tells her origins, her life as a child and
how she became a talented artist. e film
brought in $8,807,513 at the box oﬃce on
the released day.
Jennifer Hudson was born and raised in
Chicago; she grew up listening to many
artists who inspired her. However, the one
artist who impacted her the most was
Aretha Franklin, she influenced her as a
child. Hudson would audition for “American Idol” and sing “Respect” back in the
early 2000s.

Hudson’s garnered significant fame as
Eﬃe White in the film adaptation of
“Dream Girls”. She won an Oscar for her
role, but was more importantly eyed by
Aretha to play her in her own biography.
After landing a role in the Broadway production of “e Color Purple” in 2015,
Aretha decided that Hudson would be the
one to play her.
“It was when I was on Broadway when
she called me and said, ‘I’ve made my decision, and it is you, young lady, who I want
to play me, but don’t you tell a soul now,’”
says Hudson.
Aretha Franklin died of pancreatic cancer on Aug. 16, 2018. Hudson did not
start shooting the film until later the next
year.
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19th Judicial Circuit Judge, Reginald Mathews
Announces Re-Seating Campaign
Judge Mathews has presided over Criminal, Civil, Traﬃc and Bond
Lake County 19th Judicial Circuit Judge, Reginald Mathews, announced in August that he will seek to be re-seated as the Judge for the Courts. He is a member of the Lake County Bar Association and serves
as co-chairperson of the 19th Circuit Court and he serves on the Court’s
19th Judicial Circuit Court.
Reginald Mathews,49, is one of the youngest judges to hold a judgeship Community Outreach Committee.
"To whom much is given, much is required. I am blessed. I am honored.
in Lake County. Mathews, who was appointed an associate judge in June
I am humbled,” says Judge Mathews.
2018, became the second African American to beMathews explains that his first job was that of a pacome a judge in Lake County. Illinois Appellate
"To whom much is perboy for the Waukegan News-Sun and that he was born
Court Judge George Bridges was the first.
Mathews earned his law degree from Louisiana given, much is required. I and reared in Waukegan and North Chicago. He still attends the First Corinthian Missionary Baptist Church
State University and has practiced law in Illinois
am
blessed.
I
am
honored.
where he is Director of the Children’s Church Ministry
for more than 18 years. He previously worked as a
and Superintendent of the Sunday School. He is a menprobation oﬃcer, Assistant State’s Attorney, and as
I am humbled,”
tor, motivational speaker and a community food drive
Chief of the Gang and Narcotics Division in Lake
Judge
Mathews.
volunteer.
County.
“Being named a Circuit Judge is a responsibility I do
In 2018, Mathews was appointed unanimously
by the 19th Circuit Judges as an Associate Judge, and in 2020 he was ap- not take lightly. I am guided by the law and my faith; dedicated to providpointed unanimously by the Illinois Supreme Court to the position of ing all who enter our courtrooms with an opportunity to be heard," says
Judge Mathews.
19th Circuit Court Judge.
Mathews is up for election to be re-seated as the 19th Judicial Circuit
"I would like to thank Justice Robert omas and his colleagues on
the Illinois Supreme Court for their confidence by appointing me to fill Judge in the June 28, 2022 primary and then in the November 2, 2022
the vacancy created by the retirement of Circuit Judge Ukena," Mathews general election.
commented.
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“Bridging the
gap between
mental and
physical fitness”

Saturday, September 18, 2021 • 9am

Medals awarded in multiple categories
Runners receive a race T-shirt (Must register prior to 9/1 to receive shirt)

Proceeds benefit scholarships for Special Recreation Programs

Registration Information
PO
Registration: $29
W!
Register online at
www.waukeganparks.org
Program #30307401-1A

WAUKEGAN
FREE KIDS RACE

Before the 5K Award Ceremony
Ages 5 and Up • Register NOW!

The Field House Spor ts and Fitness Center at Hinkston Park
8 0 0 B a l d w i n A v e n u e I W a u k e g a n , I l l i n o i s 6 0 0 8 5 I w w w. w a u k e g a n p a r k s . o r g
Call 847-782-3300 for more information
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The Drought of 2021
By Henry Fountain,
e New York Times
Much of the Western half of the United States is in
the grip of a severe drought of historic proportions.
Conditions are especially bad in California and the
Southwest, but the drought extends into the Pacific
Northwest, much of the Intermountain West, and
even the Northern Plains.
Drought emergencies have been declared. Farmers
and ranchers are suﬀering. States are facing water cutbacks. Large wildfires burned earlier than usual with
more major fires burning in Arizona, New Mexico and
other states.
ere appears to be little relief in sight.
What is a drought, exactly?
ere are no precise parameters that define a
drought, but it is generally understood to mean a period of abnormally dry weather that goes on for long
enough to have an impact on water supplies, farming,
livestock operations, energy production and other activities.
A drought usually starts with less-than-normal precipitation (and what is normal varies from region to
region). If the dryness persists, river flows and reservoir and groundwater levels start to decline. Warm
temperatures have an impact, too, causing winter
snowpack to melt faster, which can aﬀect the availability of water throughout the year. Excessive heat also
causes more evaporation from soils and vegetation,
which can lead to crop failures and increases the risk
of severe wildfires.

How bad is the current drought
in the West?
It’s very bad, both in terms of the size of the affected area and the severity. e latest map from the
drought monitor shows that 90 percent of what it
considers the West — California, Nevada, Arizona,
New Mexico, Utah, Oregon, Washington, Idaho and
Montana — is in drought. Conditions are “severe” or
“exceptional” in about half of the region. Colorado,
Wyoming, Southwestern Texas and North and South
Dakota are also aﬀected.
But maps tell only part of the story. e drought is
having enormous eﬀects throughout the West, where
the demand for water has increased greatly over
decades as the population has grown.
In New Mexico, farmers along the Rio Grande
were urged not to plant this year. Crop failures have
been reported in Colorado and other farming areas.
e level of Lake Mead, the huge reservoir on the Colorado River, is so low that Arizona, Nevada and other

states will likely
face cutbacks in
supplies. In North
Dakota, ranchers
are trucking water
and supplemental
feed for their livestock because the
rangelands are so
dry and the vegetation is stunted.
Conditions are
especially dire in
California. Reservoirs in the state
hold about half as
much water as
usual for this time
of year. e federal
government has cut water allocations from its huge
Central Valley Project to California cities and farmers
by 75 percent. And on the Oregon border, there is not
enough water for both endangered fish and farmers.

Isn’t much of the West normally dry? Is
drought part of a natural cycle?
It is true that much of the West is normally hotter
and drier than other parts of the country. Much of the
Southwest and parts of Southern California are desert.
Las Vegas, for example, averages about four inches of
rain a year, about a 10th of the national average.
Much of the rest of California has a Mediterranean
climate, which can be wet in the winter but is hot and
dry in summer.
Water has always been an issue in the West, and
over the past century hundreds of billions of dollars
have been spent on infrastructure to bring water from
its source — largely the mountains — to cities and
farms.
It is also true that droughts are a normal part of life
in the region, as they are around the world. ey’ve
occurred regularly throughout the centuries.
But scientists say that climate change, in the form
of warming temperatures and shifts in precipitation, is
making the situation worse. What would be a moderate drought in a world without warming is now more
severe.
Areas that might have normally gone a few weeks
without rain may now go a few months without a
drop. In the mountains, more precipitation falls as
rain rather than snow, decreasing snowpack. Even a
decent snowpack melts faster now, making it harder to
manage water supplies. And soils and vegetation lose

more moisture as temperatures rise.

When will the drought end?
Meteorologists expect it will last through the summer. ey are forecasting continued hot and dry conditions across the West over the next few months.
e fall and winter are usually wetter in California
and the Pacific Northwest, so that may help. A pattern
of summer storms known as the Southwest monsoon
may help in Arizona, New Mexico and other areas.
But the monsoon is unpredictable — the 2019 and
2020 monsoon seasons brought so little rain they were
referred to as “nonsoons,” and are one reason the
drought is so severe this year.
But even if late 2021 and early 2022 are wetter in
the West, the reprieve may be only temporary for
much of the region. Another hot spring and summer
next year could rapidly deplete snowpack, streams and
reservoirs, and dry out the soil once again, and
drought could return.
at’s been the pattern since 2000 in the Southwest. While there have been a few wet years during
that time — 2019 being the latest — the drought has
persisted. It would take several wet years in a row to
banish the drought completely, and while the natural
variability of climate means that such a long wet spell
cannot be ruled out, climate change makes it less
likely.
e drought has persisted for so long in the Southwest that some scientists say a megadrought is emerging in the region, one that is similar to, or perhaps
worse than, some that have occurred over the last
1,200 years and lasted for 40 years.
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NOTICE TO BLACK BUSINESSES

Celebration Service
Sundays 10 am

Trinity Kids

Nursery, Preschool, K-5
Sundays 9:00 am

FUSE Student Ministry

Jr. Hi & High School Students
Sundays 4:00 pm

No Wednesday Night
Services For Now

The Soaring Eagle Publishing Company is going to publish in November a Black Business Directory of all BlackOwned and Operated Businesses in Lake County. If you are
a black business and wish to be included, you may have a
free listing in the publication.
Simply call 847-473-5501 and provide the following information:
1) The name of your business,
2) Location (may also be online)
3) Business Contact Info
4) Business Owner Contact Info
5) Products or services provided.

Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist
Church of Waukegan
409 Wainlow Avenue• Waukegan, IL 60085

847-244-5503
Sunday:
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday:
Mid-week Worship Study 7:00 p.m.

Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. -John 3:3
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Summer Camp Helps Youth Focus On Careers
ere is a unique Summer Camp in
Waukegan. Now in it’s 14th year, Cool Learning
Experience has garnered the appreciation of hundreds of families, and engaged hundreds of youth
so much so that when school starts, the children
report that they would rather go back to the Summer Camp than school.
Ms. Coyote founded the camp. Actually, her
name is Barbara Waller, an ordained Minister
who serves her church as the minister of the Children’s Church at First Baptist of Waukegan on
Genesee. Each staﬀ member, volunteer, and student adopts a nature name like Ms. Jackie Lopez
is Ms. Frog. Lopez was a camp participant several
years ago, but is now a Sophomore in college,
She enjoys the camp so much that she comes back
every year to help. is year, Ms. Lopez served as
one of the teachers in the Camp.
e Cool Learning Experience Summer
Camp is divided into sections: 2nd and 3rd
Graders are the Young Explorers; 4th and 5th
Graders are the Green Team; 6th and 7th
Graders are the Planet Protectors; and the 8th
and 9th Graders are the CPMP – Career Pathways My Pathway Group. Each section has engaging programming that last the entire
summer.
One of the unique aspects of the 8th and 9th
Graders is that they enjoy community leaders
who come to the Camp and share with the group
what they do for a living. e guest speakers
share about a hour with the students, but all leave
with a lifetime of memories. Most students by
the time that they end the summer, have a good
idea about what they want to be when they grow
up. ey are energized and ready to do the work,
make good grades, and be responsible citizens as
they move towards their career goals.
One student said that he wanted not only to
be a professional basketball player, but one day,
he wanted to be the General Manager of the
Team. Another student said that they wanted to
be a film animator and one said that they would
be an animal doctor. All the students had a good
idea about what they wanted to do as they matriculate through life.

Members of the Career Pathways My Pathway who participated in the program included Sofia Alvarez, Tyler Bolden, Jake Canales, America Carreno, Jesse Cubas, Addysem Fritts. Tyren Maid, Justin Michael-Ratiff, Carter Newsome, Brianna Roman,
Rebecca Uribe, and EliJah Washington.
e Cool Learning Experience Summer
Camp held a community wide graduation
and presentation on August 8, the week before school started. e Mayor of
Waukegan, Mayor Ann Taylor, was among
the dignitaries who attended the event.

Barbara Waller with a Volunteer and Mayor Ann Taylor
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African American Community Partnership
Group Hosts Wellness Fair
e African American Community Partnership Group of Lake County held several community-based events over the summer. Most recently, the organization held
a community wellness fair on August 21, 2021 in collaboration with the Sign of the
Dove Church of Waukegan.
e event included a 3K Walk/Run, Dance Classes, Fitness Classes, Health Screening, Vendors, Free Covid-19 Vaccination and activities for the youth.

We Are Now Having
In-Person Service
All Are Welcome !!!
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