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The Chicago Peoples Voice is a publication of the Soaring Eagle Community Development Corporation, the Soaring Eagle Publishing Division. The 
Chicago Peoples Voice, now in it’s 26th year of publication is a community newspaper dedicated to providing positive news and information to the com-
munities of Lake County. Letters to the editor and other correspondence may be sent to The Chicago Peoples Voice, PO Box 1038, Waukegan, IL  60079. 
Email correspondence may be sent to info@chicagopeoplesvoice.com. Our telephone number is 847-473-5501.

LAKE COUNTY, IL (April 20, 2022) 
– United Way of Lake County recently 
partnered with the 19th Judicial Cir-
cuit Court of Illinois, the Lake County 
Bar Association (LCBA) and the Asso-
ciation of Women Attorneys of Lake 
County (AWALC) to conduct a book 
donation drive that aimed to increase 
local elementary school children’s ac-
cess to books promoting a positive eq-
uity message.  
     The book drive resulted in more than 
800 diverse books, including many bi-
lingual books, for K-5 grade students at 
North Elementary in Waukegan. Now 
more children have access to books by 
diverse authors and that feature diverse 
characters.  
     United Way of Lake County un-
derstands the critical importance of 
a child’s early years and is focused on 
building equity in our community 
which starts with education. United 
Way’s Reading Success program helps ensure all 
students can read at grade level by the end of 
third grade and be on track to succeed in school 
and graduate. Many Lake County judges volun-
teer each week as reading tutors in the program 
giving students individualized help to improve 
their reading skills.  
     This year, in celebration of Read Across Amer-
ica, the judges and their judicial partners wanted 
to do more by providing books to help inspire 
the joy of reading and create a community of 
diverse readers. Collection boxes were placed at 
the Lake County Court House facilities and at 
the Lake County Bar Association. In addition, 
the Lake County Bar Foundation and AWALC 
sponsored the book drive by generously contrib-

uting $1,000 each along with cash donations by 
community members. In total, $3,117 was raised 
to purchase new books for local students. 
     Judge Reginald Mathews, Lake County Bar 
Association Director Greg Weider, AWALC Pres-
ident Karissa Anderson, UWLC Reading Success 
Program Manager Sue Baehr, and LCBA Com-
munity Outreach Co-Chair John Joanem deliver 
more than 800 books for students at North Ele-
mentary in Waukegan. Photo courtesy of United 
Way of Lake County. 
     “On behalf of the Lake County judges and 
our judicial partners, I want to thank United 
Way of Lake County for their Read Across Amer-
ica Book Drive initiative,” said Judge Reginald 
Mathews, Co-Chair of the 19th Judicial Cir-
cuit Court’s Community Outreach Committee. 
“Our judges were excited to participate in this 

book drive which was focused on creating diverse 
readers. We believe that the more a child reads 
and reads about different cultures the more suc-
cessful the child will be which in turn will benefit 
not only that child and their family but society 
as a whole.”  

“I am constantly impressed with United Way of 
Lake County’s community efforts and contribu-
tions,” said Jenny Chang-West, M.Ed., first grade 
teacher at North Elementary. “My students have 
benefited greatly over the years due to the Read-
ing Success program. Not only do they get quality 
reading support, but they also get the opportunity to 
interact with a community member in an engaging 
way. This recent book donation with an empha-
sis on equity is just another example of United 
Way’s commitment to education for all.”  

United Way of Lake County Donates 800 Diverse Books for Local Students 
Read Across America Book Drive donations promote positive equity message  

Judge Reginald Mathews, Lake County Bar Association Director Greg Weider, AWALC President Karissa 
Anderson, UWLC Reading Success Program Manager Sue Baehr, and LCBA Community Outreach Co-
Chair John Joanem deliver more than 800 books for students at North Elementary in Waukegan. Photo 
courtesy of United Way of Lake County. 
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     The Foss Park District of North Chicago held a ground-breaking 
ceremony for a new beach under construction on the lakefront.  Ac-
cording to organizers the beach will be open for Independence Day.

     “Over the last 20 years this project has been worked on by Foss 
Park District .  We plan to have the Foss Park Beach open July 4th 
weekend.  This has been a long time coming where you haven’t been 
able to swim safely since the 1960s in North Chicago,” says North 
Chicago Treasurer Vance D. Wyatt who is also a commissioner for 
Foss Park.
      Pictured are elected officials in the region who gathered for the 
ground breaking and bulldozing vehicles at work on the Foss Park 
Lake Front property.

Foss Park To Open New Beach

Happy Mother’s Day
“My mother is a walking miracle.” — ...

“A mother understands what a child does not say.” — 
“A mother’s hug lasts long after she lets go.” — .
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Festival 
Parade

JuneteenthJuneteenth  

June 18, 2022
8:30 AM to 11:00 am

North Chicago, IL
Route: Sheridan & Audrey Nixon Boulevard

to North Chicago City Hall
Grand Marshall - 

The Honorable Mayor Leon Rockingham Jr.

North Chicago Community Unit  School 
District Color Guard

Elite Striders - Drill and Dance Team
-Director Sameia Charity 

The Largest African American Festival in the Northern Suburbs
Presented by the Juneteenth Commission of Lake County

LINE-UP  begins at 8:00 am - Rain Date: Sunday, June 19, 2022

And Much More!!!

To Register for Parade Entry 
Call Parade Coordinator :  847-473-5501

Pageant Coordinator

Vicki Brown
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EXPO
JJuneune
teenthteenth  

-Civil War Quilt Demonstration
Carey Horton
Ciera Johnson

Willis Brother’s Violin Duet
Atlas Dance Ministry

Gideon Missionary Baptist Church
William “OBA” Johnson

Mona Phiffer Art

Real Men Grill for Charities

Music & Performance Stage

Juneteenth Black Expo
Downtown Waukegan - June 18, 2022

575 S. Sheridan Road, Parking Lot F

F o r  M o r e  I n f o r m a t i o n
www.Juneteenth-Commission.com

Reserve Your 
Boothe Today 

Call Black Expo 
Coordinator at 
847-473-5501

Rain Date:  
Monday, June 20

Vendor 
Booths

Jewelry

Health Screens

African Artwork

Face Painting Story 
Telling

Children Activities

Health Screens

Black Authors

African
Clothing

Lake County
Line Dancers

24 
Men

Jazz and R&B Artists

Phil Danzy
& Audley Reid

Rain Date
Mon, June 20
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The Chicago 
Mass Choir

Director 
Dr. Feranda 
Williamson

Hosted by the First Corinthian Missionary Baptist Church
Senior Pastor, Eugene Roberson

Soaring Eagle
Community Development
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by Elroy Reed

     Mary Roberson, Ed. D. is the Executive Director and Founder of the 
Northern Illinois Recovery Community Organization (NIRCO) established 
to reduce the stigma associated with substance use disorder and mental 
health by putting a face and a voice to recovery.
     According to Roberson, recovery covers a wide range of circumstances 
including gambling, shopping, eating, homelessness, justice involvement, as 
well as substance use and mental health.  The organization operates on a 
four-pillar approach to services and resources including recovery support 
services, recovery education, recovery advocacy and recovery-oriented sys-
tem of care. 
     NIRCO’s recovery support includes peer driven services provided by in-
dividuals with lived experience of recovery management. This national con-
cept of peer driven services has positioned NIRCO to be the first and only 
Recovery Community Organization (RCO) in Lake County. The recovery 
education includes a host of topics such as grief , breast cancer awareness, 
overdose prevention (NARCAN), voiceless child, sister2sister support and 
all recovery support . The recovery advocacy includes speaking up on policies 
and legislative matters to ensure recovery support service are on the  local, 
state and federal agenda.
     Roberson founded the organization in November of 2019 out of a passion 
to establish a recovery organization in Lake County.

     “After working decades in behavioral health services and teaching in 
higher education, I saw the need to transform the community’s perception 
regarding recovery and those impacted by substance use disorder, mental 
health, justice involvement and homelessness,” says Roberson.  This has been 
one of her greatest successes. 
     Shortly after organizing, the COVID-19 Pandemic hit. Roberson says 
that having a team of friends, family, supporters and volunteers has helped 
the organization to survive. Roberson credits NICASA Behavioral Health 
Services, and the career she had at NICASA for the experience, mentoring, 
and ongoing support as she develops and implemenst the various programs 
and services that is offered at NICRO.
     Other than providing support services to clients experiencing addiction, 
the organization hosted three community listening sessions and one com-
munity dialogue session with people in recovery, recovery service providers, 
faith-based organizations, community institutions, emergency services, and 
health care providers to identify barriers, facilitators and priorities for people 
of color with chronic health conditions.   They are also working with the 
Northwestern University’s Feinberg School of Medicine to understand how 
recovery is affected by chronic health conditions.
     The organization will host their first gala and fundraiser on Friday, July 
22, 2022 to raise awareness of the organization and their services.
      To find out more about the organization please visit their website at www.
nircolakecounty.org.

Mary Roberson, Ed. D.  Heads Recovery Program
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associate  
degree  
online

connect succeed&

digital content 
design or social  

media marketing

medical 
assisting

precision 
machining 
technology

hospitality  
& culinary  

management

exercise science & 
health and wellness 

coaching

welding

computer 
information  
technology

online

business online

education
online

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN for Summer & Fall Classes

College of Lake County Lakeshore Campus 33 N. Genesee St.,  Waukegan (847) 543-2191 www.clcillinois.edu

My Greatest Influencer
     The greatest influencer in my life has been 
my best friend. My best friend has taught me 
what it means to be confident.  Before I met 
him, I was scared, timid, and afraid to be me. 
He showed me what it meant to be yourself 
and to be comfortable in your own skin. 
     Seeing as I grew up in a fairly toxic house-
hold, I never knew what that meant. No matter 
what I did, I always felt like I had to filter part 
of who I was just to appease others. My parents 
and sibling would ridicule me for my interests 
or taunt me because of my love for reading and 
literature. 
     My best friend went through something 
similar, but instead of just succumbing to his 
family’s standards, he changed their way of 

thinking. He showed them that he was going 
to be himself regardless of their ideals and that 
was truly enlightening. His confidence and as-
sertion gave me the courage to make a change 
in my own life. Because of him, I’ve even gone 
so far as to start a book club that’s committed 
to reading culturally relevant books that allow 
kids my age to be positive influences for others. 
     Without my best friend, I truly have no idea 
what kind of person I would be. His influence 
has been such an instrumental part of my life 
and I am so grateful for him. While people may 
sometimes grow apart, I will cherish him and 
his confidence for eternity.

-Jared Dawkins
Student at Zion -Benton Township HIgh School

2022 Grandparents and Kin Raising Children Lake County
First Place Essay Contest Winner Jared Dawkins
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Statewide 211 Pro-
gram to Expand 
Illinois to join rest of nation in 
making it easier for people to find 
available resources

      The Illinois 211 Board today an-
nounced that $1.8 million has been 
allocated in the state’s FY 2023 budget 
for a statewide 211 program. Today, 
211 serves more than 96% of America’s 
population but less than 36% of the 
population of Illinois. 
     211 is an easy-to-remember phone 
number that connects people during 
moments of need to a wide range of 
essential health and human services. 
From food assistance and help paying 
bills, to health care answers and men-
tal health resources, 211 guides peo-
ple who are struggling but might not 
know where to turn, regardless of the 
language they speak, the time of day 
or where they live. All calls are free, 
confidential and can be anonymous. 
The one-stop helpline does more than 
simply patch people through to agen-
cies. 211’s expert navigators are trained 
specialists who will listen, identify un-
derlying root causes and guide people 
to available resources.  
     The plan is to expand 211 cover-
age through accredited contact centers 
to every county across the state so that 
all Illinoisans have easy access to quality 
information, resources and assistance.  
     The funding will allow the Illinois 
211 Board to plan and prioritize the 
launch of 211 in uncovered counties, 
with full state coverage by 2024. The 
funding also will provide increased fi-
nancial stability for existing 211 con-
tact centers to adapt to an evolving 211 
and to align with statewide 211 stan-
dards.  
     The Illinois 211 Board will also be 
able to hire an Executive Director to 
lead and manage this effort and tech-
nology staff to focus on building a 
statewide resource database for ser-
vices in every county, developing 
unified ways for all contact centers 
to extract and report data, as well as 
analyzing needs and gaps in services.  
    

     The City of North Chicago held a dedication ceremony in honor of Child Abuse Prevention Month for the 
month of April. North Chicago Exchange Club plants the pinwheel garden yearly to bring awareness to this 
notable cause. Mayor Leon Rockingham and other City Officials, local Pastors and Ministers, Big Brothers 
& Big Sisters of Lake County, Boys & Girls Club of Lake County, Lake County Children’s Advocacy Center, 
Lambda Nu Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. and other dedicated community leaders and 
residents participated in this most noticeable cause for Lake County. 

North Chicago Dedicates Pinwheel Garden
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Still I Rise
BY MAYA ANGELOU

You may write me down in history
With your bitter, twisted lies,

You may trod me in the very dirt
But still, like dust, I’ll rise.

Does my sassiness upset you?
Why are you beset with gloom?

’Cause I walk like I’ve got oil wells
Pumping in my living room.

Just like moons and like suns,
With the certainty of tides,

Just like hopes springing high,
Still I’ll rise.

Did you want to see me broken?
Bowed head and lowered eyes?

Shoulders falling down like teardrops,
Weakened by my soulful cries?

Does my haughtiness offend you?
Don’t you take it awful hard

’Cause I laugh like I’ve got gold mines
Diggin’ in my own backyard.

You may shoot me with your words,
You may cut me with your eyes,

You may kill me with your hatefulness,
But still, like air, I’ll rise.

Does my sexiness upset you?
Does it come as a surprise

That I dance like I’ve got diamonds
At the meeting of my thighs?

Out of the huts of history’s shame
I rise

Up from a past that’s rooted in pain
I rise

I’m a black ocean, leaping and wide,
Welling and swelling I bear in the tide.

Leaving behind nights of terror and fear
I rise

Into a daybreak that’s wondrously clear
I rise

Bringing the gifts that my ancestors 
gave,

I am the dream and the hope of the 
slave.

I rise, I rise, I rise.

Maya Angelou, “Still I Rise” from And 
Still I Rise: A Book of Poems.  Copy-

right © 1978 by Maya Angelou. 
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      The Story of Easter is a wonderful story about error and redemption.  
It is a story that spans the dawn of man and eternity.  It is a story of peril 
and hope, and perhaps the greatest love story ever told.  It is the story of 
Jesus the Christ and his death on the cross and his resurrection to redeem 
mankind from sin so that man can spend eternity in heaven.  The story 
of One giving His life for many.  The First Corinthian Missionary Baptist 
Church’s youth department held a special program in honor of this holy 
event now popularized as Resurrection Sunday.  The program was titled, 
“Triumphal Entry” where Jesus was depicted by the youth as riding into 
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, the Sunday before Easter.
     The youth rang out,  “Hosanna to the Son of David. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord.   Hosanna in the highest heaven!”, repli-
cating the biblical account of Jesus riding into Jerusalem, being hailed as a 
king, but later being accused, ridiculed, and ultimately crucified.  
     In the play, Jesus was portrayed by minister Graig Neal and the play was 
narrated by Car’Mell Bell.  Vestment coordinators were Pauline Johnson, 
Brenda Baskin-Pearson, and Jerial Jordan-Woods.  About 25 youth of the 
First Corinthian’s Youth Ministry TEAM, directed by Donna Dallas par-
ticipated.  Palms for the event were provided by Pope’s Florist.

Easter Celebration

Juneteenth Events Schedule
Juneteenth Parade - Free - North Chicago - 
June 18 from 8:30 - 11:00 am
Route Sheridan and Audrey Nixon Blvd to North Chicago City Hall.

Juneteenth Black Expo - Free - Waukegan - 
June 18 from 11:00 am til 5:00 pm
575 S. Sheridan Rd, Parking Lot F - Sound Stage - Festival - Food (cost)

Juneteenth Gospel Concert - $20 
North Chicago - June 19  5:00 pm til 9:00 pm First Corinthian MB Church

Juneteenth Prayer Breakfast - $80 
Double Tree Inn in Mundelein 9:00 am til Noon, Mon. June 20, 2022

Photo by Tammy Brown
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     The North Shore Baptist Minister’s Alliance held, for the first time in two 
years, their annual “Seven Last Words” service the Friday before Easter Sun-
day at the Shiloh Baptist Church of Waukegan where the Reverend Charles 
Ivy is the Senior Pastor. With hundreds attending, selected ministers deliv-
ered short sermonettes expositing upon the last utterances of Jesus Christ as 
he was being crucified on the cross.
     Several pastors like the Reverend Percy Johnson of New Hope M.B. 
Church delivered powerful and thought provoking message as he expound-
ed upon John 19:26-27 where Jesus uttered the fourth in his series of seven 
last words, “Dear Woman, here is your son!” and “Here is your mother!”  
Christ entrusted His mother’s well being to the Apostle John’s responsibility.

     “We need each other,” Reverend Percy Johnson, Pastor of the New Hope 
Baptist Church of Waukegan said.
     Reverend Eugene Roberson, Senior Pastor of the First Corinthian Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, rounded out the program by speaking to the last 
words of Christ.  “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!”, Luke 23:46.  
Roberson said that the social, political, and even church leadership did all 
that they could to stop Christ, but that he finished the work that he had 
come to do.  Christ paid the ultimate sacrifice for the sins of man and then 
as an obedient son, yielded his life back to God.

Photo by Tanya Verrett
 

The Northshore Baptist Minister’s Allance, President - The Reverend Eugene Roberson, Senior Pastor, First Corinthian M.B. Church 
of North Chicago.  The Minister’s Alliance hosted the Last Seven Words of Christ on Good Friday, April 15, 2022.

Northshore Baptist Minister’s Alliance Hosts “Last Seven Words”
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Mistress of Ceremonies
Min. Stephanie L. Hudson

Monday, June 20, 2022
9:00 am - Noon

Double Tree  by Hilton Hotel
510 E. IL Route 83

Mundelein, IL  60060
Ticket Donation $80      Tables of Ten $800

Call 847-473-5501 for more info

Mistress of Ceremonies
Beverly “Sugar” Young

Featuring  Five  
Kings of Faith 
and Prayer Warriors

Pastor Terry Atwater

Pastor Robert Richards

Pastor Corey Ratliff

Pastor Eugene Roberson

Pastor Charles Ivy

Purchase Tickets Online
www.juneteenth-commission.com

Juneteenth Prayer Breakfast
& Living Legend Awards

Recognizing Contemporary African American Pioneers 



Page 16                                                                                         Chicago Peoples Voice                                                                   May 2022


