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For Reparations, 
Black America Need Power
 
    Toni Morrison said it best, “The function, the 
very serious function of racism, is a distraction. 
It keeps you from doing your work. It keeps you 
explaining, over and over again, your reason for 
being.” Since Ta-Nehisi Coates’ The Case For 
Reparations was published by The Atlantic, con-
versations about reparations have grown substan-
tially. For many, reparations went from a passing 
wish to a possible reality.

     Over the last three years, there has been an 
ongoing series of debates about pursuing gov-
ernmental disaggregation among various Black 
ethnic groups in America and the idea that Black 
Americans (descending from enslaved Africans) 
need new names to delineate ourselves and receive 
reparations. As a descendant of formerly enslaved 
African Americans and sharecroppers, I share the 
complex histories behind these discussions. Our 
ancestors “built this country,” but they built it as 
captives. To this day, we struggle with voter sup-
pression, the right to fair housing, the right to safe 
and adequate health care, and much more.

     Some believe that we need federal recognition, 
similar to Native American tribes. The presump-
tion is that if the government completely delin-
eates and disaggregates African Americans from 
Black immigrants, they will more clearly see our 
dismal economic state and give us more special-
ly targeted programs, including reparations, to 
help uplift us economically. However, even with 

574 federally recognized Native American tribes, 
Native Americans have the highest poverty rate 
among racial groups in America. They also contin-
ue to endure discrimination and dehumanization.

     Then comes the idea that all Black Americans 
should prove enslaved ancestry before receiv-
ing reparations. However, we can barely get an 
accurate Census count. Requiring slave ancestry 
documentation for 41 million people as a prereq-
uisite to reparative justice opens up a whole can 
of worms. Such a prerequisite will likely increase 
barriers for families unable to meet specific stan-
dards of proof and turn reparative justice into a 
punitive, timely and costly enterprise. Proof of 
residency within particular time periods would be 
more efficient if we ever reach this point.

     Others believe we should stop using the terms 
Black American and African American and re-des-
ignate ourselves as Freedmen (citing the Freed-
men’s Bureau) to bolster our legal justice claim. 
However, the “Freedmen” identifier didn’t prevent 
the U.S. government from arresting Callie Guy 
House as she advocated for reparations through 
her National Ex-Slave Mutual Relief, Bounty, and 
Pension Association. And though the Freedmen’s 
Bureau was a much-needed resource, the “Freed-
men” identifier didn’t prevent the Bureau from 
enduring funding issues, resource strains, and its 
eventual demise due to racism.

     Furthermore, the “Freedmen” identifier didn’t 
stop the Freedmen’s Bank from leaving many 
African Americans penniless, permanently losing 
their deposits. The term “Freedmen” is historic 
but is not a protector against racism and certainly 

does not ensure reparations in the face of legal 
battles. Audley “Queen Mother” Moore created 
the Reparations Committee for the Descendants 
of American Slaves. Through the Republic of New 
Afrika, she advocated for land ownership and re-
allocation to African Americans. She advanced the 
movement through ongoing advocacy and passed 
the torch to upcoming activists. Still, the U.S. 
government rejected these demands.
     Various identifiers for Black Americans are 
not new and are not the reason why America will 
or won’t pay us reparations. The belief that new 
names and identifiers for African Americans are 
crucial to receiving reparations and closing the 
racial wealth gap is just not supported by history. 
Our problem is not that we’re using the wrong 
name or not delineating ourselves enough. We’ve 
been denied reparations because we live in a na-
tion steeped in racism and white supremacy.

     As many of our elders and ancestors before 
us have said, we need political, economic, and 
cultural power. This heavily depends on organiz-
ing, institution building that fulfills the material 
needs of our communities, and actively chal-
lenging the white supremacist underpinning 
of America. 
     New names and delineation won’t solve 
this problem. Diaspora Wars and xenophobia 
won’t solve this problem. People-power, sup-
ported by Black collective activism, focused 
on the needs of our communities, will be our 
saving grace. 

-Jessica Ann Mitchell Aiwuyor 

The E.Reed Report; August 2022
I abdicate the pen this month to Jessica Ann Mitchell Aiwuyor, the founder of the National Black 
Culturual Information Trust, Inc.  This article lays out the best case and process for reparations that I 
have read in a while.  I also commemorate Horace Mann, the Founder of the Black Archives of Kansas 
City, MO.  Though he died many years ago (around 1988), he was one of the first true advocates for 
highlighting and showcasing the African American experience.  He died trying to save his son who was 
drowning.



Aug 2022                                                                                Chicago Peoples Voice                                                                                       Page 3

connect succeed&

College of Lake County Lakeshore Campus 33 N. Genesee St.,  Waukegan (847) 543-2191 www.clcillinois.edu/fall

fall 2022 classes 
at CLC starting soon

Congratulations to Caleb “Showtime” Noble 
National  2022 USA WRESTLING USMC 88 pound 

ComEd Seeking 
Four Nonprofits 
   To help bring more cli-
mate-friendly assistance programs 
to northern Illinois families and 
businesses, ComEd announced 
a $1.8 million competitive grant 
program to support nonprofit 
organizations in offering assistance 
programs focused on clean energy 
to limited-income customers in 
the communities the energy com-
pany serves.

     ComEd’s Climate Friendly 
Grant Assistance program will 
award grants up to $450,000 each 
to four nonprofit organizations 
to develop and administer cli-
mate-friendly and complementary 
programs. Applications are being 
accepted now through 5 p.m., Au-

gust 5, and can be submitted on-
line at ComEdCare2@exeloncorp.
com, by fax at 443-213-3553, or 
by U.S. mail, postmarked by Aug. 
5, to ComEd, Attention: Climate 
Friendly Grant Program, P.O. Box 
2550, Chicago, Ill. 60690.

     Eligible nonprofit candidates 
must be 501(c)(3) certified, serve 
the ComEd service territory, 
implement diversity, equity, and 
inclusion practices, and have not 
received a grant from Exelon or 
any subsidiary within the past 12 
months. “The economic gap that 
was widened by the pandemic con-
tinues to be exacerbated by events 
happening locally and overseas,” 
said Melissa Washington, senior 
vice president of customer oper-
ations and chief customer officer, 
ComEd.
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Introducing Nahlia Tindal, Miss Beach Park 2022

Tyronne Stoudemire 
Assumes New Role

     Tyronne Stoudemire has been 
promoted to Senior Vice Presi-
dent, Global Diversity, Equity, & 
Inclusion. As a proud Hyatt family 
member for more than eight years, 
Tyronne will continue to lead and 
evolve Hyatt’s global diversity, 
equity, and inclusion strategy. Ty-
ronne Stoudemire led the creation 
of our Change Starts Here initia-
tive in 2020, and since then, his 
leadership has been pivotal to the progress that we’ve made.

     Under Tyronne’s leadership, Hyatt has launched and expanded 
the Cross-Cultural Learning Program, expanded and strengthened 
DBRGs, a focus and commitment to diverse candidate slates. Tyronne 
has also been instrumental in sourcing new diverse suppliers and 
building relationships with key partners and customers, lending his 
expertise and leadership to help advance DE&I efforts. -

Final ARPA 
Community Night
     Have you shared your input? Public 
feedback is requested to help identify 
community needs for American Res-
cue Plan Act (ARPA) funding to aid 
in the recovery from the COVID-19 
pandemic and move Lake County 
forward. 
     The final community input night 
will be held in person on Wednes-
day, Aug. 10 from 5 to 7 p.m. at the 
Round Lake Beach Civic Center, 
2007 Civic Center Way. This event is 
open to the public to give residents 
an opportunity to learn more, share 
information, and provide their input. 
No registration is required. 
     All Lake County residents are en-
couraged to complete the online sur-
vey to provide their input. Individu-

als can access the survey in English 
and Spanish. The survey will be open 
until 5 p.m. Aug. 11.
     Lake County recently held a virtual 
event that provided information and 
answered questions from residents 
about ARPA. Watch the recording 
in English or Spanish to learn more 
about the topics that will be covered 
at the Round Lake Beach event on 
Aug. 10.
     Lake County has already commit-
ted $71 million in ARPA funding. 
The County continues to appropriate 
ARPA funds to meet immediate re-
sponse needs, such as food distribu-
tion and housing programs needed 
in response to COVID-19. All ARPA 
money must be allocated by the end 
of 2024 and spent by the end of the 
2026. Learn more at LakeCountyIL.
Gov/ARPA.
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     Introducing Ride Lake County!
Lake County, Pace Suburban Bus, 
and the Lake County Coordinated 
Transportation Services Com-
mittee (LCCTSC) came together 
with members of the community 
to launch Ride Lake County, a 
borderless, countywide paratransit 
service that provides transportation 
to anywhere in Lake County for 
seniors ages 60+ and people with 
disabilities.

Registration 
     Before scheduling their first ride, 
residents must register through Pace 
by calling their call center at 1-800-
201-6446. Residents can register as 
either a senior (60+) or as an indi-
vidual with a disability:

The Pace Call Center will ask for 
birthdate information for residents 
registering as a senior. 
The Pace Call Center will ask for an 
*RTA Reduced Fare Permit number 
for residents registering as an individual with a disability 
Registering as an individual with a disability
For riders registering as an individual with a disability, Ride Lake Coun-
ty is using the Reduced Fare Permit to verify the status of an individual’s 
disability to determine eligibility. Riders registering as an individual with 
a disability can either provide proof of disability benefits or have their 
doctor fill out a proof of disability form to obtain the Reduced Fare 
Permit. 

Riders can apply for the Reduced Fare Permit in the following ways: 

Online at fares.rtachicago.org 
1) In-person at one of the RTA’s local offices. 
2) Please call 312-913-3110 to find the RTA office located 
nearest to you to fill out an application. 
3) By mail or downloading application. application from the 
RTA website and mailing to the address listed on the applica-
tion

Booking a Trip

Residents can call the Pace Call Center at 1-800-201-6446 daily be-
tween 5:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. to book a trip.

Riders can schedule a trip any day of the week from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
with the exception of certain holidays. Riders can reserve a trip as far as 
seven days in advance or as little as two hours in advance.

Ride Lake County is sponsored by Lake County and Pace Suburban Bus. 
The service is funded in part by grants from the Regional Transportation 
Authority. Local matching funds for these federal grants are provided by 
Lake County.

Seniors May Now Use Ride Lake County
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New 988 
Suicide 
Prevention 
Hotline Will 
Save Lives
     There is a new nation-wide ser-
vice that will help when individu-
als are in crisis and need help with 
suicide prevention, mental health 
and substance use issues. It is 9-8-
8  By calling this number bine a 
crisis arises, you can be connected 
with a trained crisis counselor or 
even someone you know.
     Law enforcement officers agree 
that they’re often not the best 
equipped to respond to a mental 
health emergency. In most cases, 
a call to 988 doesn’t involve law 
enforcement – if available, a mo-
bile crisis team may be dispatched 
to help an individual in need of 
further support.
     The service is also available 
for Veterans.  If you are a Veteran 
in crisis or concerned about one. 
You’re not alone — the Veterans 
Crisis Line is here for you. You 
don’t have to be enrolled in VA 
benefits or health care to call 9-8-8 
for free and confidential support 
through the Veterans Crisis Line, 
24/7, 365 days a year.

Marijuana Sales Tax 
Generate $445 Million 
for State

     Governor JB Pritzker announced that the 
State of Illinois has seen a 50% increase in to-
tal tax reported from adult-use cannabis, from 
$297.7 million in the fiscal year 2021 to $445.3 
million in the fiscal year 2022. Total adult-use 
cannabis sales also rose 50%, increasing from 
$1 billion to $1.5 billion, respectively.

     “Illinois has done more to put justice and 
equity at the forefront of this industry than any 
other state in the nation and has worked to en-
sure that communities hurt by the war on drugs 
have had the opportunity to participate,” said 
Governor Pritzker. “The 
$1.5 billion in sales of 
adult-use cannabis in Il-
linois translates into sig-
nificant tax revenue with 
a portion of every dollar 
spent being reinvested in 
communities that have 
suffered for decades.” 
Under Illinois’ adult-use 
cannabis law, 25 percent 

of tax revenue generated must support com-
munities that have been disproportionately 
impacted by drug criminalization. “We knew 
that yearly revenue from cannabis sales could 
be a game changer for communities harmed 
most by the war on drugs in need of repair and 
now it’s clear,” said State Representative Sonya 
Harper (D-Chicago).

The State has awarded $113.5 million in grants, 
using funds generated from taxes on adult-use 
cannabis sales to support underserved commu-
nities with issues of gun violence, child poverty, 

There’s no shortage of remarkable 
ideas, what’s missing is the will to 

execute them.” – Seth Godin
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Obama Foundation 
My Brother’s Keeper 
Grants
     The My Brother’s Keeper Alliance Launches Freedom Sum-
mer 2022 Fund to Create Safe Spaces for Boys and Young Men 
of Color: The My Brother’s Keeper Alliance, a program of the 
Obama Foundation, launched a new grant program as part of 
its Freedom Summer 2022 initiative to empower communities 
across the country to create safe spaces for boys and young men 
of color. The Freedom Summer 2022 Fund aims to address the 
nationwide uptick in violence during the summer months by 
allocating $1 million in grants to 501(c)(3) organizations to 
create opportunities for engagement, learning, and mentoring.

     President Obama launched My Brother’s Keeper in Febru-
ary 2014 to address the persistent opportunity gaps boys and 
young men of color face and to ensure all young people can 
reach their full potential.

     Today, the Alliance works to unleash the power of commu-
nities working together to solve problems for boys and young 
men of color, at a level to improve real life outcomes. We be-
lieve communities are the unit of change to realize improved 
life outcomes for our boys.

     “The summer surge of youth violence nationwide has left 
our communities, our families, and most of all, our children 
hurting,” said Adren Wilson, MBK Alliance Executive Direc-
tor. “That’s why I’m proud to announce the creation of our 
Freedom Summer 2022 Fund, which will empower grant re-
cipients to pour resources, opportunity, hope, and love into 
our young boys during a time when they need it most. I hope 
that these community grants will serve as the seed from which 
our young boys will grow and evolve into passionate, driven, and suc-
cessful men.”

     The MBK Alliance is committed to ensuring youth in every commu-
nity have safe spaces to play, engage, convene, and learn over the summer 
months. As of this month, nearly three dozen boys and young men of 
color under the age of 19 have been murdered this year in Chicago. As 
is the case for many cities nationwide, this number is expected to surge 
during the summer. According to the University of Chicago Crime Lab, 
in the city of Chicago, there are about twice as many shootings on days 
over 85 degrees as there are on days under 50 degrees. The same is true 
for many cities across the country. These acts of violence are devastating 
to the lives of each victim, their family, their friends, and their commu-
nity.

     “Our work at the Foundation proves time and again that the most 
powerful and sustainable change begins on the ground. Protecting and 
supporting our most vulnerable youth is critical to our nation’s future,” 
said Valerie Jarrett, Obama Foundation CEO. “Today, the Obama Foun-
dation continues its commitment to supporting community-led initia-
tives that improve and ensure the safety, engagement, and protection of 
our boys and young men of color.”

     Beginning July 18, community-based 501(c)(3) organizations can 
apply for $15,000, $20,000, or $25,000 grants. Applications are ac-
cepted on a rolling basis and grants will be approved each week until all 
funding is in the hands of those committed to creating safe and engag-
ing spaces for youth. To learn more and to apply, visit https://www.
obama.org/mbka/freedomsummer22/ or contact Gloria Nlewedim at 
gnlewedim@obama.org. 
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     Wadell Brooks, Sr., was born in Lex-
ington, Mississippi to the parents of Willie 
and Canary Brooks. He was the first black 
student graduate from East St. Louis Senior 
High School and a centennial graduate of 
Illinois State Normal University. At the age 
of 13, Brooks accepted Christ as his Per-
sonal savior at the southern Mission Baptist 
Church in East St. Louis, Illinois. Brooks 
received a Bachelor of Science in Business 
Education with a minor In Physical Educa-
tion. Brooks received two Honorary Doc-
torate Degrees from Faith Grant College in 
Birmingham, Alabama. 
     Brooks accepted his first position In 
Federal Civil Service at the VA Medical 
Center as an Educational Therapist, Phys-
ical Medicine and Rehabilitation Service 
In charge of Commercial Studies and 
remained there for eleven years. He then 
accepted the following positions at the 
Great Lakes Naval Training Center: Educa-
tional Specialist (2 years); Director Housing 
Assignment/Referral Service (9 years); and 
Deputy, Equal Employment Opportunity 
Officer (11 years) before retiring November 
30, 1990 after completing 35 years of Fed-
eral Civil Service which included two years 
In the Military service (army), 16 months 
in Korea receiving the Korean Service Med-
al. Brooks initiated a business in the human 
service field. He and his wife realized the 
fulfillment of a dream In day care, Infant 
and a group home for girls securing financ-

ing assistance from the 
small Business Admin-
istration. community 
activities have always 
played a major role in 
Brooks life. 
     He Initiated and 
hosts NAACP Focus, 
a weekly radio talk 
show on WKRS-AM 
1220 that airs every 
Sunday morning. Brooks 
also hosts a weekly local 
Comcast Community Assess talk show; 
“Community Forum” on Channel 17. 
     In 1994, Brooks received the Best of 
Lake County First Production by a Produc-
er award for his show. Brooks has served on 
a variety of committees: served as deacon, 
Shiloh Baptist Church; served as trustee; 
Mt. Sinai Institutional Baptist Church; 
Member District 64 School Board of 
Education, Past President North Chicago 
Rotary Club; Past Master, Rufus Mitchell 
Lodge# 107; Prince Hall Mason of the Year, 
State of Illinois-1988; Honorary 33 degree 
and last degree of Masonry 1988. served as 
Board of Directors, Chairman, Lake Coun-
ty Race Unity Task Force; Past Patron, Em-
blem Chapter #140 Order of the Eastern 
Star; Listed In the 1980-81 publication of 
Who’s Who Among Black Americans, Past 
President, North Chicago Branch NAACP; 
served as national President American for 
Rehabilitation Therapist; (1970); served 

as President, North Chicago Chamber of 
Commerce. Member, Dads Are Doing 
something, Inc., non-profit. North Chicago 
District #187 Schools-Dads for Education; 
1984 Lake County urban League Business 
Person of the Year; 1996 Charles E. De-
Rivera  Memorial Award; Most Influential 
African American of Lake county; 1999 
omni Society of life Models Award; 2002  
National Spiritual Assembly of Bahai’s of 
the United States of America-David Kellum 
Award.

     Brooks is survived by his wife of 64 
years, Daisy; a son, Wadell, Jr. (Pamela); 
2 daughters, Yolanda and CasSandra; 2 
grandchildren Wadell, III and Chassity.

     A Celebration of His Life Service  was 
held at at the Shiloh Baptist Church of 
Waukegan, and interment was at North-
shore Garden of Memories Cemetery, 
North Chicago, IL.  

Wadell Brooks,
Community Forums 
Host, Dies

Wadell Brooks, Front, Left, seen with Wife, Dr. Daisy Brooks and 
family members.
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TED TALK:  Should There Be a 
World Police Force?
by Ted Santos

     At some point, countries oppose one another. It could be for land or 
other natural resources. In other cases, there are behind-the-scenes pol-
itics the majority of the population never hears about. To deter conflict 
amongst nations, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) was 
created. NATO exists to foster cooperation between nations and defend 
member nations against aggressors.

     According to NATO, the myriad of problems is too large for any 
one nation to handle. While NATO is in place, imagine a country 
that only existed as a military state. Their only purpose was to build a 
military that policed the planet. That would mean every citizen of that 
country worked for the armed forces directly or indirectly. You would 
be a soldier or a civilian in the army. Or you would work for a defense 
contractor that provided weapons or supplies to the military.

     If you were indirectly employed by the armed services, you would 
work in healthcare or sciences to ensure the health of soldiers. If you 
worked in agriculture, you exist to ensure the military has food to feed 
personnel. You would need other farmers to feed people who served 
in the military. Even bankers and credit card companies would exist 
to finance and service the military. The center of society would be the 
military complex. Everyone else would exist to ensure the might of the 
military.

     That country would pro-
vide a service that would be 
valuable to the world. For this 
military nation to thrive, it 
would be wise to make every 
nation on the planet pay an 
insurance premium to that 
country. That premium allows 
other nations to avoid the 
expense of having their own 
army. Should a country be 
attacked, the military coun-
try would guarantee troops 
to land and defend you in a 
matter of hours. That would 
require military bases around 
the world. The premium 
would also cover the costs of damage to property from war. The military 
nation would send in construction workers to help rebuild.

     When I wanted to write this article 12 years ago, people thought it 
was an insane idea. Does this military nation already exist? Or is it in 
the making? If so, should they be allowed to charge an insurance premi-
um to all 192 countries for protection? By the way, the military budget 
for the USA is about 40% of the world’s military budget. What do you 
think? I would love to hear your feedback. And I’m open to ideas. Or if 
you want to write to me about a specific topic, comment through my 
blog: https://turnaroundip.blogspot.com/.

Next Democratic Convention 
Could Be In Chicago
    Democratic Party officials announced that Chicago is a finalist to host 
2024 Democratic National Committee’s Convention. Representatives 
from the DNC have been visiting locations in search of a host site for 
the 2024 convention. On Tuesday, Chicago was named a finalist and will 
compete with New York, Atlanta, and Houston for the convention.
     Gov. J.B. Pritzker said having the people from the convention in town 
gives Chicago a chance to show what makes the city great. “What we have 
to show off is the neighborhoods and people of Chicago to represent what 
Joe Biden and Kamala Harris represent,” Pritzker said. “I am pleased that 
we get to showcase this great city.”

      Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot explained how hosting the event could 
positively affect Chicago. “A convention this size and ability would be ex-
tremely beneficial to this city,” Lightfoot said. “It allows us to claim our 

narrative on a global stage.” Lightfoot also discussed the revenue they 
would expect from hosting the convention. “The DNC convention gen-
erates $150 to $200 million into the local economy of the hosting city,” 
Lightfoot mentioned. “We expect that to be no different in 2024.”
     Pritzker talked about another possible benefit Chicago could see if 
chosen to be the host city. “Another big one is jobs. Hosting the DNC in 
Chicago in 2024 will bring thousands of good-paying, labor-friendly jobs 
to our city and our state,” Pritzker said. The city has not held a DNC con-
vention since 1996. The 1968 convention in Chicago is famously known 
for its protests. If selected, the United Center would be the location for 
the event.
     DNC Chair Jaime Harrison said at a news conference in Chicago the 
committee was looking for a city that represents diversity, inclusion, and 
opportunity. He said it will be the first big showcase for President Biden 
and Vice President Harris, who didn’t have a convention in 2020 due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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Working Families 
Receive Tax Relief
     State Senator Adriane John-
son announced through a com-
munication to district constit-
uents a sweeping tax relief plan 
that will save Illinois residents 
about $600 in direct tax relief 
in five areas.  In the fall of 2022, 
Individual taxpayers will receive a 
$50 check (joint filers will receive 
a $100 check) with an additional 
$100 for each dependent up to 
three in the household.
     Property owners making up 
to $250,000 individually and 
$500,000 jointly are eligible for 
the tax credit of 5% of property 
taxes paid, with a maximum check of $300.
      The state has suspended sales taxes on groceries for six month and 
lawmakers have opted to freeze the motor fuel tax for six months. 
     If you have youth in your household. There will be a back to school 
shopping tax holiday from August 5-14, 2022.  Sales taxes for school 
supply purchases and clothing will be reduced from 6.25% to 1.25%.  
Teachers will be eligible for a tax credit of up to $500 for classroom 
supply purchases.

 State Senator Adriane Johnson

Illinois Player Wins $1.28 
Billion Mega Millions Jackpot 
     CHICAGO, July 30, 2022 – An Illinois Lottery player has 
won the $1.28 billion jackpot in last night’s Mega Millions 
drawing.
     The winning ticket was purchased at the Speedway in Des 
Plaines.
     This is the largest lottery prize every won in Illinois, and the 
third largest lottery prize ever won in the U.S.
     The is also a huge win for the retailer, who will recieve a cash 
bonus of $500,000 for selling the winning ticket.
    Another Illinois Lottery player won $1 million in tonight’s 
drawing. The $1 million winning ticket was sold at SRB Food 
Mart at 1625 Taft Ave. in Berkeley, IL 60613.
     SRB Food Mart will recieve a cash bonus of $10,000 for 
selling that winning ticket.  This is the fourth Illinois Lottery 
player to win a million-dollar prize with Mega Millions so far 
this year.
      Excluding the jackpot, in total, over 390,000 Illinois Lot-
tery players won prizes totalling more than $2.5 million.
       If you bought a Mega Millions ticket from the Speedway in 
Des Plaines for last night’s draw, the Illinois Lottery encourages 
you to check your ticket. See the Illinois Lottery website for 
results or scan your ticket via the Illinois Lottery App. 
     If you matched all five numbers and the Mega Ball - you’re a 
winner!
     The Illinois Lottery encourages the winner to sign the back 
of the ticket, seek profressional and legal advice, then make an 
appointment with the Illinois Lottery to claim their prize.  
     While the winner has 12 months from the date of the draw 
to claim their prize, they only have 60 days from the date of the 
draw to choose the cash option or annual payments. For more 
information, see the Illinois Lottery Winners’ Handbook.
     The Illinois Lottery exists to generate essential funding for 
K-12 education across the State. Approximately 23 cents of 
every dollar spent on the lottery is returned to education and 
good causes. 

About the Illinois Lottery:
     The Illinois Lottery has contributed over $23 billion (since 
1985) to the state’s Common School Fund to assist K-12 pub-
lic schools and special causes like Illinois Veterans services, the 
fight against breast cancer, MS and Alzheimer’s research, Special 
Olympics, police memorials and assistance for people living 
with HIV/AIDS. For more information visit illinoislottery.com.

Opioid Overdoses
 On The Rise 
     There has been a nationwide surge 
in unintentional polysubstance (e.g., 
opioid and fentanyl, etc.) and coun-
terfeit prescription drug use. Unin-
tentional polysubstance use can oc-
cur when a person takes drugs that 
have been mixed with other products 
without their knowledge.
     In 2020 alone, Lake County opi-
oid overdose deaths rose 19.5 per-
cent “Our community, like many 
others throughout Illinois, have been 
impacted by the opioid overdose cri-
sis,” said Lake County Health De-
partment Executive Director Mark 
Pfister. “We must take steps to pre-
vent overdose deaths and save lives.”
     The Lake County Health Depart-
ment is combating the opioid crisis 
in a multitude of ways, including 
the distribution of free Naloxone to 

community members and law en-
forcement personnel. Naloxone is a 
non-addictive, life-saving medica-
tion. It can reverse the effects of an 
opioid overdose when used in time. 
It is easy to get and easy to use.
     Lake County residents, especially 
those whose loved ones may be us-
ing opioids, are encouraged to have 
Naloxone on hand in case of an over-
dose.
     “Opioid overdose is preventable 
and may be reversible with quick 
action,” said Lake County Health 
Department Medical Epidemiolo-
gist Dr. Sana Ahmed. “Naloxone is a 
safe and effective tool that is known 
to save lives and it can easily be ad-
ministered into the nose by any-
one, including friends, family, and, 
non-medical community members”

If you suspect an opioid overdose:

Call 911
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OBITUARY 
MARTHA MASON
     On Monday, June 6, 2022, at the age of 94, Martha Ann Iglehart 
Mason made the transition to be with her Lord. Although, we greatly 
miss her, we know that she is at peace where the angels sing, “Holy is 
the Lord God Almighty who was and is to come!”
     Martha Ann was the youngest of twelve children born to Henry 
Dirks Iglehart and Martha Ann Henderson Iglehart on June 3, 1928, 
in Onalaska, Texas. Her parents, with their precious “Doll Baby,” as she 
was called, and family moved to Waco, Texas where she accepted Christ 
at a young age. This directed her path in life, and she could often be 
found kneeling with her mom in prayer at home, and at the Iglehart 
Chapel Church of God in Christ, which was founded by her brother, 
the late Bishop T.D. Iglehart.
     She was a bright and inquisitive child and student, and, with the 
support of family, earned a degree from Paul Quinn College and 
completed her first Master’s degree at Howard University.  During this 
time, after receiving her father’s blessing, a young handsome U.S. Army 
veteran, Hubert Mason, traveled to DC and proposed marriage to Mar-
tha in the courtyard of the university. Martha designed and skillfully 
made her beautiful wedding dress, and they were married on December 
29, 1950, in Waco, Texas.
     Martha and Hubert quickly relocated to Chicago to start a new 
life and family, where they attended the iconic Roberts Temple COG-
IC. After the birth of their first son, Hubert, they moved to Evanston, 
Illinois, and the family grew to include six more sons and two daughters. 
A young, vibrant and very busy mother, Martha put serving God first, 
honored and loved her husband, and taught her children to love the Lord 
while attending the historic Williams Memorial COGIC. She was quite 
active in the church, and founded and led the Young Women’s Christian 
Council, which held weekly prayer meetings throughout the church 
community. As a talented seamstress, she began to assist her husband in 
meeting the needs of the growing family, hosting local clients, and those 
from communities north of Evanston.
     In the early 1960s Hubert and Martha became active members of 
Faith Temple COGIC, where Elder Carlis Moody and his wife Mary 
led them into a closer walk with Jesus with vibrant praise and worship, 
anointed teaching, prayer meetings, shut-ins and revivals. Martha and the 
family cherished those days and nights spent in the “behind-the-barber-
shop,” storefront church, with tambourines and dancing in the company 
of families like teenagers, John Brewer and Mary Roebuck, who would 
later become Martha’s pastors. During this time, Martha began to apply 
her academic credentials and crisis management skills to education, by 
becoming a highly desired substitute teacher in Evanston public schools. 
Her children were a living testament of her ability to handle anything 
that came her way.
     In June of 1968, the family moved north to Zion, Illinois, and joined 
Faith Tabernacle COGIC, where they soon became very active in teach-
ing, altar, and music ministry. Martha acquired her missionary license, 

and further continued the work of the Lord. She initiated a prayer group 
amongst the communities that traveled from hosting home to home each 
Saturday for Noon Prayer. It was a wonderful way to start off each week-
end. She often visited the elderly in nursing homes, stopped by to pray 
with the sick at home and in hospitals, and shared God’s Word wherever 
she went.
     After applying for a teaching position with Zion Elementary, Dist. 
#6, Martha was hired as a long term substitute teacher at Central Junior 
High School, and then accepted a position as Dean of Students. Martha 
encouraged students to be their best and work hard, and she also encour-
aged their parents to set higher standards for their children, and fully 
embrace the responsibilities of raising these future leaders of our com-
munities. She worked alongside the school and district staff, guiding and 
mentoring them as well as modeling professional behaviors conducive 
to maintaining a successful educational environment. In 1988, Martha 
became the Assistant Principal, a position she enjoyed until retiring in 
1992, after over 30 years in education.
     In the Fall of 1974, Hubert and Martha were inspired by God to join 
the ministry of Zion Temple COGIC, where Hubert later served as assis-
tant pastor and eventually Pastor. As a Pastor’s wife, Martha continued to 
invite students and parents to join her at church. Just as she had done at 
Faith Tabernacle Church, her love for people and the Lord compelled her 
to invite and bring carloads of students and ask other members to pick 
up children as the numbers grew.
    

Continued Next Page
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Martha Mason Obit continued...

      In 1992 Martha and Hubert relocated to San Antonio, Texas, and 
became active members of Alpha Joy COGIC. They supported other 
ministries in the area, while continuing to support ministries in Illinois. 
In 1999 her beloved husband of 48 years went to be with the Lord. 
In retirement, Martha enjoyed decorating her home, reading, sewing, 
hosting family and friends, writing, and long walks in San Antonio’s 
Hill Country. After sixteen years in Texas, she relocated back to Illinois 
where she spent fourteen years living with her daughters and visiting 
the many churches where she had fellowshipped.
     Martha has been recognized as “Mother of the Year” by the city of 
Zion, received a Lifetime Achievement Award” by the Most Influen-
tial African Americans of Lake County, an “Educator Award” by Zion’s 
Park District, and many other accolades.
     She is preceded in death by her parents, eleven siblings, husband, 
Hubert Mason, two sons, Horace Darnell Mason and Halquin Mar-
cus Mason, grandson, Mark Malcum Mason, and great grandson, Jer-
emy Leroy Rivers-Mason.
     Left to cherish her memory are five sons, Hubert Mason, Herbert 
Mason, Henry (Kelly) Mason, Charles (aka, Chris) Mason, and Arlan 
Mason, two daughters, Yvette Pamela (Robert) Shadell and Yvonne 

Mason, daughter-in-law, Gayla, twenty grandchildren, Marc Mason, 
Sheridia (Oscar)Brown, Henry Mason, Gina Mason, Monica Mason, 
Evan Mason, Christopher Mason, Meshelle (Garner) Williams, Scott 
(Marcella) Brehm, Atria Mason, Crystal Mason, Darnell Mason Jr., 
Kaliamena Starr, Derrika Sanders, Errika Stiltner, Sir Robert Shadell, 
Arianna Mason, Hal Mason Jr., Alana Mason, and Xcavier Johnson, 
twenty-one great grandchildren, Corin, Trinity, Garner Jr., Aaron, 
Deja, Obie III, Lalah, Adrian, Brandon, Quavon, Atira, Dovante, Sky-
ler, Isadora, Hoshi, April, Blake, Shane, Celeste, Chloe, Scarlette, one 
great great grandson, David, and a host of nephews, nieces, cousins, 
and friends.
     Interment was held at the Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery in 
San Antonio, TX.

Turn your 
wounds into
 wisdom.”

-Oprah 
Winfrey
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What happened to 
the Fire and Brim-
Stone Preachers?
      In 40 years, the theological world has tre-
mendously changed.  At one point there were 
fire and brimstone preachers, evangelists, and 
bible thumping men of God with real con-
viction.  What happened to them. What hap-
pened to Billy Graham, Jerry Falwell, and going 
further back Johnathan Edwards as one of the 
Great Awakening Preachers.  Of course, Jerry 
Falwell (Liberty University and the Moral Ma-
jority), and Billy Graham (The Billy Graham 
Crusades)  and definitely Johnathan Edwards 
(mid- 1750’s theologan) are all dead. 
     Prosperity preaching and prosperity minis-
tries began to take center stage in the mid-80 
until today with minister’s like Charles Swindol 
(Insight for Living -California), Myles Monroe 

(Jamaica), Creflo Dollar (Atlanta), TD Jakes 
(Dallas) and Joel Osteen. While, not necessarily 
a bad thing, prosperity preaching is considered 
an umbrella term for ministries that focus on 
wealth, health, self-improvement and well-be-
ing of church goers over doctrinally focused 
messages. 
     Here is a listing of the 12 largest Protes-
tant Churches in America based on their aver-
age Pre-Covid-19 Sunday attendance. Three of 
them are in the Chicago  metropolitan market-
place. 
     
Largest Protestant Churches in America

The 12 largest Protestant churches in America,:

1. Lake Wood Church – Joel Osteen’s Church 
in Houston Texas has a reported weekly Sun-
day attendance of about 45,000 people with 
millions watching on Sunday’s over television 
broadcasts. 

2. First Baptist Church, Hammond, Ind.: 
20,000

3.  New Life Covenant Church, John Han-
nah, Chicago, IL : 20,000

4. Willow Creek Community Church, S. 
Barrington, Ill.: 14,605

5. Calvary Chapel, Costa Mesa, Calif.: 12,000

6. Thomas Road Baptist Church, Lynchburg, 
Va.: 11,000

7. First Assembly of God, Phoenix: 10,000

8. North Phoenix Baptist Church, Phoenix: 
9,500

9.  Chapel in University Park, Akron, Ohio: 
8,700

10. Second Baptist Church, Houston: 8,500

11. Grace Community Church, Sun Valley, 
Calif.: 8,000

12. Mt. Paran Church of God, Atlanta: 7,850
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Lucille Hood

     On July 3, 2022 Lucille Hood 
departed her earthly life at the 
age of 85 years surrounded by her 
beautiful family at home.

     Lucille was born June 28, 1937 
to Blanche Ella Scott and Willie 
Parker, Sr. in Memphis, Tennessee. She married 
her soul mate, Henry Hood, Sr. on October 9, 
1954 and relocated to North Chicago, IL in 
1955 where they raised their ten children and 
three grandchildren. Lucile was a member of 
St. John Missionary Baptist Church in Wauke-
gan, IL for many years as she served as a church 
mother on the Mothers’ Board.  Lucille worked 
at the Skokie Valley Laundry, as a Social Worker 
at Forrestal Elementary School in North Chica-
go, IL and worked at the State of Illinois Wauke-
gan Developmental Center in Waukegan, IL as 

a mental health technician until she 
retired.  Lucille was a mother, grand-
mother, great grandmother, great, great 
grandmother, community activist, 
teacher’s aide, probation officer vol-
unteer worker, College of Lake Coun-
ty student, sewing quilt club member 
where she taught sewing. She was a 
piano player, gang activist, listener…
she was strong, reliable and wise.  Lu-
cille saved many lives.  She also wrote a 

book, “Rainbow After The Rain”.
     Lucille always stated, “Teens will find some-
thing to do, may it be good or bad…adults only 
point fingers”.
     Lucille leaves to cherish her memory a daugh-
ter, Marilyn (Curtis) Hood-Brown of IL; six 
sons, Darnell Hood of IL, Bruce Hood, James 
(Jacqueline) Hood of TX, Casey Hood of AZ, 
David (Mary) Hood of WI and Patrick Hood of 
TX; three grandchildren she raised as her own, 
Isaac Hood of TX, Queona Hood of NC and 
Keya Hood of IL; forty grandchildren; seven-

ty three great grandchildren; twenty one great, 
great grandchildren and a host of nephews, 
nieces, cousins including a special cousin, Daisy 
Sampson of IL  and Dolores (baby sitter) Kim-
ble; four sisters, Jessie Smith of CA, Mary Lew-
is, Janie M. Scott and Selma J. Scott all of IL; 
one brother, Sammie Scott of CA and a bonus 
daughter who she cared about dearly, Ramona 
“Mona” Gamble.
     Lucille was preceded in death by her parents, 
Blanche Ella Scott and Willie Parker, Sr., her 
husband, Henry L. Hood, Sr., two sons, Hen-
ry L. “Maine” Hood, Jr., and Robert “Mickey” 
Hood; a daughter, Shirley Hood; two brothers, 
Willie Parker, Jr. and Lee Arthur Scott; two sis-
ters, Emma Sawyer and Katie Devoe.

     A Celebration of Her Life Service was held 
at the   First Corinthian Missionary Baptist 
Church, 1529 Elizabeth Avenue, North Chi-
cago, IL. Pastor Eugene Roberson, Officiating. 
Interment was at the Mt. Olivet Memorial Park 
Cemetery, Zion, IL.
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