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Celebrating
25 Years of Service
to the Community

MELVIN BROWN

FATHER OF THE YEAR

Melvin and Lori Brown have 12 children. He is an Associate Pastor of the
Unity Temple Mission of Waukegan and
a community activist, helping others in
need. He is named the 2021 Father of
the Year by e Chicago Peoples Voice
Newspaper.
See more beginning page 8.
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But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. - Matthew 6:33
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North Chicago Public Schools

Break Ground For Neal Math and Science Academy

L-R :John Price, Superintendent, North Chicago Community School District 187; Dora King, Chairman, Independent Authority,
North Chicago Community School District 187; Leon Rockingham, Jr., Mayor, City of North Chicago; Claudia Carravetta, Vice
President, Corporate Responsibility and Global Philanthropy, AbbVie; Congressman Brad Schneider (IL-10); Cheyenne Coleman,
6th grade student, Neal Math and Science Academy; Patience Cager, 8th grade student, Neal Math and Science Academy;
Micael Hernandez Prudente, 6th grade student, Neal Math and Science Academy; Wayne Williams, Principal, Neal Math and
Science Academy
e North Chicago School District held an oﬃcial a
ground breaking for a new Neal Math and Science Academy as a junior high school for North Chicago on May 6,
2021.
Area dignitaries including the Mayor of the City of
North Chicago and School Superintendent John Price attended the ceremony which kicked oﬀ the $40 million redevelopment of the school site located on the corner of
Argonne and Lewis in North Chicago. Abbvie was the
major contributor to funding the construction as a part of
their global reinvestment and philanthropic strategy.
Claudia Carravetta, Vice President of Corporation re-

sponsibility and Global Philanthropy of AbbVie was on
hand at the Ground Breaking.
“I believe the new Neal will show that we can do BIG
things in our community and we care about our school
and our entire community,” says Patience Cager, an
eighth grader from the school said in a prepared speech
during the occasion.
e new school is anticipated to be open for business
with the Fall 2022 school year.
-A Peoples Voice Special Report
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Waukegan, Beach Park, Wadsworth, North Chicago & Gurnee

Missing
Person
report

Coming Soon

BBA Association

The Black Business Association
of Lake County
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News Around Town
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James Sisson Passes

Choir Director and Founder of the Mass
Community Choir, e Chosen Ones, James
Sisson has died. Sisson will be remembered
as a husband, a brother, and a friend my hundreds of whom he helped in a number of ways. On Saturday May 1, the
community came together for a ballon release in his honor. Sisson was 54.

Roycealee J. Wood Retires
Roycealee Wood, Lake County’s regional superintendent of schools,
ended an educational career spanning more than 50 years in the midst of her
fifth term because of a severe case of COVID-19. Wood’s resignation was
communicated in April by a letter to Lake County Board Chair Sandy Hart,
indicating her recovery from a prolonged hospitalization made it impossible
to continue.
At a special meeting of the Lake County Board, Dr. Micheal Karner was
appointed to replace Roycealee Wood as Superintendent of Schools for Lake
County.

Donna Johnson, First African American
Mayor of Libertyville
Donna Johnson, made history this spring,
she was elected Mayor of the City of Libertyville. Donna, a trustee of the village, ran
for the position unopposed. She is the first
African American Mayor of Libertyville and
the third African American Mayor of a city in
Lake County, Illinois.
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Help with Rent?
If you are looking for help with Covid-19 such as rental assistance, getting scheduled for a vaccine and other services there are a number of organizations that can help. e African American Community Partnership
Group is providing scheduling services for vaccines, e NAACP is providing resource navigation services, and the Community Action Partnership is
providing food, scheduling for vaccines, and rental assistance. You may contact any of these organizations for help.
ere is another organization that is specializing in rental assistance for
Landlords and tenants. It is being administered by the Community Partners
for Aﬀordable Housing
ey have two programs, one for Landlords seeking rent for their tenants
impacted by Covid-19. And a second program for tenants who are having
diﬃculty paying rent due to Covid-19.
Landlords must Apply by June 6th. Call them at 847-263-7478 ext. 29.
For tenants, the Community Partners for Aﬀordable Housing can help
with rental assistance for up to 15 months, and possibly help with utilities.
Income limits apply. ere number is 847-263-7478 ext. 29.

Solution

Crossword Puzzle

The NAACP Lake County is in need of two fulltime Pandemic Health Worker positions starting Monday, June 7, 2021.
If you great skills working with community outreach and computer proficiency, please contact Dr. Sandra Leconte at sannikki@aol.com or (847) 445-9438 to have an application sent to you. The hours
are M - F from 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM. A competitive pay rate is available. You
must be able to commit to the dates of June 7, 2021 - October 31, 2021. Don't
delay. Call today!
NAACP Lake County hiring Lake County Residents to crush Covid-19 in
partnership with IDPH and IPHA
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Melvin Brown
2021 Father of the Year

Mr. Melvin T. and Mrs. Lori Annette Brown

M

“We started out as friends,” says Lori
elvin T. Brown, Jr., 50, has been
Brown. Lori explained that she and Melvin
named 2021 Father of the Year by
consulted on student discipline issues, and that
the Chicago Peoples Voice Newspaoccasionally they would go to the gym and
per. Brown and wife, Lori Annette Brown, 46, work out. e relationship blossomed from
have been married for 19 years and they have
there.
12 children. eir wedding anniversary is June
Melvin is a minister, who serves as the Asso7th, 2021.
ciate Pastor at Unity Temple Mission Church
Lori was working as secretary to the princi- of God in Christ at the corner of 500 S. Genesee Street in Waukegan where the Pastor and
pal at the North Chicago High School, and
Melvin was on the security staﬀ for the school. Founder of the Church is Dr. Annie V. Hill.
Dr. Hill is also Lori Brown’s mother.
is is how they met.
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The Brown Family
In addition to pastoring and being a great father to his children, Melvin
works full time as a truck driver for J.B. Hunt where he has been driving for
the last three years. Lori is a full-time mother, and a full-time student where
she is working on a master’s degree in Business Administration from Purdue
Global University.
e Brown’s say that the biggest challenge that they have, “is teaching the
bible and biblical principles with real life applications in this day and age”.
ey help youth (especially their children and their children’s friends) apply
biblical principles to every aspect of their lives which includes education,
school, and sports. For example: ey encourage their children not to use
curse words. is includes children in their church and school. ere are
other words that can be used to identify expressions rather than cursing. e
Brown children do not curse.
Not only is Rev. Brown an associate pastor, but he is also the youth pastor
for the church, youth leader, and men’s ministry leader. He is also secretary
of the North Shore District for associated Church of God in Christ organizations in the region.
“I love people,” Brown articulated. Brown explained that because of his
background he can reach out to and influence many people in many ways.

Brown is a disabled Veteran who served in the Airforce for three years during
the Desert Storm conflict. He is a former police oﬃcer and has traveled all
over the country driving trucks for fifteen years. rough these experiences
he has learned to speak Spanish and Polish.
Brown said that he has a heart for reaching Men for the Kingdom. He
recalls going to football games to support his sons and looking around and
seeing 39 boys on the football field and only two fathers in the audience.
“Many youths do not have a male figure in their lives,” says Rev. Brown.
“Young men need the support and love of a father figure.”
e Brown’s say that they would like to purchase 50 acres of land and
build a home that would accommodate their large family. e home would
be a heritage for their children. One day, says Lori, she would like to open
an accredited childcare learning facility.
e names of the Brown children are as follows from the oldest to the
youngest. Lorraine Hill, Jarriel Brown, DeVaughn Augustus, Zipporah
Brown, Amariah Brown, David Brown, Hadassah Brown, Serah Brown, Benaiah Brown, Rebekah Brown, Rachel Brown, Simeon Brown. e Browns
also have six grandchildren. Pictured is the Brown Family with their children
who are still living at home.
-Elroy Reed

Page 10

Chicago People’s Voice

June 2021

Evelyn Alexander
Has Passed
Agency of Lake County.
Evelyn was very active with Big Brother/Big Sisters. She also was the
driving force behind the “First Tee” of Lake County program, which
brought golf to young people in North Chicago and throughout the
county. She served as Chairman of the University of Illinois Cooperative
Extension Council.
Evelyn’s longest volunteer service was as a member of the College of
Lake County Lakeshore Campus Advisory Board, where she served for
more than 35 years. She was a member of the North Chicago Housing
Authority, which was one of her favorite appointments. She was also very
active with Eureka Temple #1172.

E

velyn began her earthly journey on All Saints Day, November 1,
1936 in Evanston, IL. Her parents were Milton P. Harrison and
Bessie Mae Harrison. Evelyn began her eternal life on Friday, May
14, 2021.
Evelyn was educated in the Evanston public school system. She matriculated with honors from Evanston Township High School, in 1954.
Evelyn married Benjamin F. Alexander, Jr., in 1956. Together they had
four children: Cynthia, Cheryl, Christina, and Benjamin, III.
Evelyn and Benjamin left Evanston in 1958, shortly after their first
child was born. Ben was employed at United States Steel and Evelyn was
employed at what was then known as Downey Veterans’ Administration.
Evelyn was employed all her life; however, her favorite job was contributing to the academic success of her children.
All of Evelyn’s children were educated in the North Chicago school
system. Cynthia has a law degree from the University of Iowa, Cheryl has
a dual master’s degree from Ohio State, Christina has an associate degree
in merchandise marketing and Benjamin is a former firefighter, paramedic
and United States veteran.

Volunteerism
During her life, Evelyn volunteered with numerous organizations. She
was a past president of the North Chicago Rotary Club, past vice president of Partners in Progress and a founding member of the Solid Waste

Renaming of North School in North Chicago
When Evelyn was asked what the one experience in her life was that
she would never forget, she responded, “In addition to the birth of my
children, it would be having a school named after me.” She went on to
say, “I will never be able to thank Dora King, the Independent Authority
and the Financial Oversight Committee of District #187 for this wonderful recognition. I still cry when I think about it and I make my
daughter drive me by the school every time we get in the car.”
Evelyn was a champion for children in North Chicago. She invested
more than 60 years of her time to ensure that children in North Chicago
were aﬀorded an opportunity to receive an excellent education.
While Evelyn’s children where in school she often volunteered as a
chaperone for field trips and sports events. As a result of Evelyn’s commitment to education and her longevity as a volunteer, Novak-King designated Evelyn’s home as a safe haven for the children in the area.
Evelyn is the only resident to be appointed and/or elected to every
school board district in the history of the City of North Chicago. Evelyn
never lost a school board election, while serving on Grade School District
63, Grade School Districts 64, High School District 123, and North
Chicago Community Unit District 187. On June 19, 2012, the State
Board of Education appointed Evelyn as a member of the Independent

Authority for North Chicago Unit School District 187.
Evelyn attended First Corinthian Missionary Baptist church for several years before she oﬃcially became a member in 1968, under the leadership of Pastor Peter Goudeaux, Jr. Evelyn and her children would walk
to Sunday School and stay for Sunday services.
Evelyn supported every ministry at First Corinthian. She especially
enjoyed the grand teas sponsored by the Mission Ministry. She would delight in decorating the November table with other women who celebrated
their birthdays in November.
Continued next page
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Evelyn Alexander
Tribute to Evelyn Alexander

Evelyn Alexander
A name North Chicagoans all know.
An Iconic pillar in the Lake County Community.
A Legendary North Chicago Shero.
A Woman who gave selfishly of herself
to serve her community.
A Black Women who paved the way
for other Black Women like Me.
A Woman who always gave nothing but Love
in her 60 years of service sacrifice.
A Woman who followed the greatest of Leaders
her Savior Jesus Christ.
A Mother to ALL the children using her unconditional Love as her teaching tool. A Woman so dedicated to our children’s education after her they
named a school.
A Woman who has so many accolades
I’m am not going to try and name,
because if you knew Evelyn Alexander you knew she
was not driven by self fame.
A Woman who accomplished a lot in her life.
A Woman who purposely took risks.
A Woman whom I wholeheartedly admired.
And the Woman we are all going to miss.
Sharon D Epps (C)
May 17, 2021

Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist
Church of Waukegan
409 Wainlow Avenue• Waukegan, IL 60085

847-244-5503
Sunday:
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday:
Mid-week Worship Study 7:00 p.m.

Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. -John 3:3

continued...
Evelyn was always there for the
children’s ministry; including making
sure that she attended youth led services, helping with Easter speeches, and
supporting fundraisers. She would be
one of the first members to purchase
tickets for the Ushers’ salad spread.
One of Evelyn’s proudest moments
of service, was serving on the Pastor’s
Search Committee after the retirement
of Pastor Peter Goudeaux, Jr. She
spoke eloquently and passionately
during the church meeting on behalf
of then Minister Eugene Roberson.
When the vote was taken, Eugene
Roberson was the next pastor of First
Corinthian.

Awards
Evelyn has received numerous
awards and accolades throughout the

Celebration Service
Sundays 10 am

Trinity Kids

Nursery, Preschool, K-5
Sundays 9:00 am

FUSE Student Ministry

Jr. Hi & High School Students
Sundays 4:00 pm

No Wednesday Night
Services For Now

June 2021

years. Evelyn has been selected Outstanding School Board Member and
has also received several citations from
federal, state and local entities including: State of Illinois Outstanding
ESDA Director, YWCA Women of
Achievement Award for Public Service, Lake County Forest Preserve
“Doing Good in the Hood,” First
Corinthian Missionary Baptist
Church Senior of the Year, People’s
Voice Lifetime Achievement Award, U
of I Mother of the Year and City of
North Chicago Hall of Fame.
Employment
When Evelyn’s children were
young, she accepted a position as a
dispatcher with the North Chicago
Police Department. She was quickly
promoted to Health Commissioner
and Emergency Services Disaster
Agency Coordinator by the late Mayor
Leo F. Kukla. Evelyn retired as Chief
of Staﬀ to Mayor Bobby E. ompson
in 1997, after 27 years of service.
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New partnership with DePaul University at CLC oﬀers working adults
aﬀordable bachelor’s degree
e University Center of Lake County (UCLC) at College of Lake County’s
(CLC) Grayslake Campus announces a new partnership with DePaul University oﬀering students the opportunity to start their aﬀordable educational career with an associate degree at CLC and end with a Bachelor of Arts Degree
in Professional Studies (BAPS) with a major in business administration from
DePaul – entirely at the Grayslake Campus.
“is partnership is a great opportunity for working adult students to pursue an advanced credential necessary for the local business needs in Lake
County,” said CLC Vice President of Community and Workforce Partnerships
Dr. Ali O’Brien. “e practical business curriculum provides exposure to a variety of interests including technology, project management, marketing and
operations, gearing up the next generation of business leaders. But most importantly, it’s an aﬀordable and flexible option for students who are busy working.”
Students in this program can earn an associate of arts, associate of applied
science in business or, with equivalent credit hours, the ability to complete a
bachelor's degree in business administration on-site in Grayslake. is degree
is oﬀered through DePaul’s School of Continuing and Professional Studies

CHANGING
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(SCPS), a long-standing leader of providing educational opportunities for
working adults.
“Adult learners appreciate the value of pathways that extend opportunities
sans disruption,” said Dr. Tatum omas, dean of DePaul’s School of Continuing and Professional Studies. “With the complement of the CLC and
SCPS oﬀerings, graduates will be poised to create impact in their professions
and society — they will continue on life-changing paths.”
Students who take advantage of this pathway pay discounted tuition rates
25 percent lower than the university's undergraduate tuition. e courses are
taught by DePaul faculty both on-site at UCLC and online. DePaul’s classes
in this program are scheduled to meet two evenings a week at UCLC as a parttime program, with some courses being oﬀered online. Students join a cohort
model for taking courses, allowing them to establish a network they'll carry
throughout their careers.
Students also receive dedicated advising from SCPS to provide support as
they balance work, home and school demands. BAPS builds knowledge and
skills for employment in corporate and nonprofit settings. In this program,
students build a skill set in project management, human resources, risk management, leadership, workplace law, globalization, ethical conduct, data analytics and professional communication needed to succeed in their career.
Interested students who want to stay close to home while earning an aﬀordable bachelor’s degree at UCLC should request information to review academic
goals and create a personal academic success plan.

lives

.

Many new programs are offered this fall.
Check out our classes and register today.
SUMMER/FALL DATES:
Summer: June 7 to July 30, 2021

Visit www.clcillinois.edu/fall
for a complete list of fall classes.

Fall: Aug. 23 to Dec. 17, 2021

College of Lake County Lakeshore Campus

33 N. Genesee St., Waukegan, Illinois

www.clcillinois.edu

(847) 543-2191
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How to Connect With
Loved Ones in 2021
(StatePoint) In a pandemic year marked by
distance, loss and virtual stand-ins, Americans
have become more intentional about connecting
with family and friends. Here are a few ways technology can help you show you care in 2021.
• Applying modern twists on old traditions: It’s
no surprise that some of the traditional ways we
share sentiments and make memories are getting
exciting new twists. For example, the innovative
new greeting card company, Hello Video, is oﬀering an easy, high-tech way to share special sentiments with family and friends, near or far.
Whether you are wishing your parents a happy
anniversary, or just want to tell someone how
much you miss them, here’s how it works:
1. Visit hellovideocard.com and browse cards
by holiday and occasion.
2. Select a card and add a personalized message and photo.
3. Record and upload a video.

Chicago People’s Voice

4. Provide the recipient’s
name and mailing address. Hello Video will
send the card via the
mail.
5. When the card arrives,
recipients can simply
place their smartphone
over the center of the
card’s right interior panel
to play the video.
Combining the best of
both stationery and personalized video to give you a new way to send greetings, share moments, and create memories, Hello
Video oﬀers cards for major holidays, birthdays,
as well as “just because” and “thinking of you”
sentiments. is innovative technology captures
priceless moments and memories to create a
shared experience. All cards are $9.99 (which includes shipping and handling), plus tax.
• Collaborating on music selections: You don’t
need to be in the same room or even on the
same continent to experience the joy of listening to music together. Streaming music services are allowing friends to create collaborative

June 2021

playlists that can be enjoyed any time.
• Sharing a taste of home:
At a time when travel options have been limited,
long-distance food delivery is making it possible
to share the delicious
tastes of your city or region with loved ones residing far away. From
New York City bagels to
Texas barbecue, sharing a food connection can
help you feel physically close, even when
you’re apart.
As the vaccine rolls out nationwide and restrictions continue to lift, you might be starting to
plan for more in-person visits and travel soon.
However, one thing is certain, the innovative
technologies and services you came to rely on
during the pandemic are going to continue to
help you thoughtfully and creatively connect with
loved ones near and far.
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Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS

1. *Carole King: "But you're ____ ____ away"
6. "I Thee ____"
9. Ring practice
13. Hacienda brick
14. *Billy Joel: "I love you just the way you
____"
15. What speakers do
16. Leg of lam
17. Styling goo
18. Spooky
19. *Rod Stewart: "Oh, Maggie, I couldn't have
tried ____ ____"

June 2021

Theme: 70’s Lyrics
21. *Stevie
Wonder: "Very
superstitious,
writing's on
____ ____"
23. Type of constrictor
24. Can of
worms
25. *"____ Cola,
what a beautiful
drink"
28. Capital of
Peru
30. *Carly
Simon: "I had
some dreams,
they were ____
in my coffee"
35. Bad luck
precursor
37. Swing seat,
possibly
39. Macaroni
shape
40. Capital on
the Baltic Sea
41. Figure with
vertex and ray
43. Venetian
magistrate
44. Not fitting
46. Sealed with
a handshake
47. Wise man
48. Annotator
and commentator
50. Facts and
figures
52. Bambino

53. Chinese monetary unit
55. International Labor Organization
57. *The Knack: "M M M My ____"
61. *Sister Sledge: "We are family, get up
everybody ____ ____"
65. Last European colony in China
66. Pastrami's partner
68. Sheik's bevy
69. Movie premiere, e.g.
70. Gunk
71. Ancient assembly area
72. Used to be wild?
73. Attila, e.g.
74. Part of mortise joint

DOWN

1. Long story
2. War god in Norse mythology
3. Same as fogey
4. J. Robert Oppenheimer's project
5. Reorganize or modify
6. $7.25/hour, e.g.
7. Old fashioned 'before'
8. Nile's mouth
9. Boatload
10. What paralegal and parachute have in
common
11. Seed covering
12. Angler's spool
15. Punch buggy car
20. Indian cuisine yogurt staple
22. Drunkard's sound?
24. Enter uninvited (2 words)
25. *Bruce Springsteen: "Tramps like us, baby
we were born ____ ____"
26. ____ acid
27. "And Seth.... ____ Enos"
29. *Eric Clapton: "Darling, won't you ease my
worried ____
31. Oldsmobile founder
32. Lusitania's destroyer
33. Grown-up pupper, in social media
34. *ABBA: "Dancing queen, young and ____,
only seventeen"
36. Back of the neck
38. Dashing style
42. Spritelike
45. Test (2 words)
49. *Terry Jacks: "We had seasons in the
____"
51. One tritely familiar
54. Frustration, in print
56. Missouri River tributary
57. Old World duck
58. *Creedence Clearwater Revival: "____ you
ever seen the rain?"
59. They're hidden up a sleeve?
60. Goes with rave
61. Eon, alt. sp.
62. *Black Sabbath: "I am ____ man"
63. Infamous Roman emperor
64. J. Edgar Hoover's man
67. *Queen: "Scaramouch, Scaramouch, will
___ do the Fandango"

Solutions on page 7
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A High School Reunion

Advertise Your Business Here

There was a store owner who did not believe in advertising. People ought to automatically know that I exist
and should come running into my store, he said to himself. So for many months, only a few people who saw
the meager sign on the outside of his door came in. After about six months, he ran an ad advertising his buiness
for sale. Advertising does not cost, it pays. Try it. It might just work out for you. 847-473-5501

Christian Leadership School

My name is Alice Smith and I was sitting in
the waiting room for my first appointment with a
new dentist. I notice his DDS diploma, which
showed his full name.
Suddenly, I remembered a tall, handsome, darkhaired boy with the same name who had been in
my high school class some 40-odd year ago.
Could this we the same guy that I had a secret
crush on, way back then? Upon seeing him, however, I quickly discarded any such thought. This
balding, gray-haired man with a deeply lined face
was way too old to have been my classmate.
After he examined my teeth, I asked him if he
had attended Morgan Park High School.
“Yes, Yes, I did,” he beamed with pride. “I am a
Mustang!”
“When did you graduate?”, I exclaimed in excitement.
He answered, “In 1959, why do you ask?”
“You were in my class!” I shared with great enthusiasm.
He then looked at me closely. Then, that ugly,
old, bald wrinkled, fat, gray, decrepit son-of-a-gun
asked, “What did you teach?”.

Saturday, December 19th, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Registration and Continental Breakfast
Begins at 7:30 a.m.
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