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Mikayla’s Story

She also is excited to be returning to dance soon.

As a parent of three children, you never know when you
will end up in the Emergency Department. Michael Comras
knows this all too well.

The Comras family is grateful to the doctors and nurses at
MCH and has joined the Diamond Society to help make sure
other children like Mikayla have a chance to receive the
best children’s healthcare. Through his business ventures,
Michael also has supported MCH, helping find the location
for the new Midtown Outpatient Center, which provides
urgent care and rehabilitative services and will soon offer
pediatric subspecialty and diagnostic services for children
and families near the Midtown Miami area.

Between Jordyn, 19, Dylan, 16, and Mikayla, 13, the Comras
family had made several visits to Miami Children’s Hospital
(MCH), but nothing too serious until Mikayla broke her leg.
An active dancer, Mikayla was alone in an elevator practicing
the latest dance move when she slipped and fell, fracturing
her tibia. The first doctor the family visited recommended
surgery to insert screws into her leg, which would have
sidelined Mikayla for several months.

Mikayla (right) celebrates her Bat Mitzvah
with her friend Sophia (left)

For more information on the Diamond Society, please call
786.268.1841 or visit mchf.org/diamondsociety.

Not satisfied with this
initial opinion, Michael
reached out to his friends
and colleagues who
recommended Dr. Stephen
Swirsky, a pediatric
orthopaedic surgeon
at MCH. The Hospital
treats more pediatric
fractures than any other
facility in the Southeastern
United States, so Michael
was confident with this
recommendation.
Dr. Swirsky did not feel
Mikayla needed surgery.
Instead, he reset and casted
her leg, which has a much
shorter recovery time.

NEW AND UPGRADED
DIAMOND SOCIETY MEMBERS
(as of January 2013)
PURPLE DIAMOND

CHAMPAGNE DIAMOND

The Batchelor Foundation Inc.

Dana Berkowitz & Kevin Berkowitz, M.D.

YELLOW DIAMOND

Eilah M. Campbell-Beavers
& Ben Beavers

Ana & Tony Figueroa Cisneros

Michael A. Comras

Hyundai Motor America

Dean Neiger - Dry Eco

Annie & Manuel Kadre

Mike Eidson & Margaret Eidson, M.D.
Karin Figueroa Cisneros

WHITE DIAMOND

Martha G. & Fred H. McGill

Jana & Simon Falic

Felicia & Yefim Nivoro

Karina & Jason Medcalf

Pediatric Heart Foundation

Andria & Andres Miyares

Adriana Pereira & Manny Reyes

Stephen Sawitz

Kristi & Alberto J. Perez

Lisa Schejola-Akin & Jeffrey Akin
Lauren & Adam J. Schwartz

Mikayla recently celebrated her Bat Mitzvah, a Jewish rite
of passage into adulthood, with a walking cast.
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Letter from the President & CEO
Dear Friends,
Springtime is a time for new beginnings and firsts. From their first word to the first
time they ride a two-wheeler, Miami Children’s Hospital is here for your children
every step of the way, and we are celebrating many new beginnings, which you
can read about in the following pages.
We are proud to be officially launching our President’s Cabinet, which recently
hosted its inaugural event. We also launched our new signature event All in Fore
the Kids, which combined our longstanding Corporate Golf Invitational with our
Inaugural Gentleman’s Night Out. These events served as an opportunity for
members of the community to come together for networking, entertainment,
camaraderie and philanthropy.
This spring, we also are excited to celebrate continued growth. Our Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals® program is growing at record
pace, our Diamond Ball raised nearly $4 million, including announced gifts, and our I Will Survive Bald, Brave, Beautiful® music video, which
our dear friend and Hall of Fame member Gloria Gaynor created with some of our patients, is going viral to help increase funds and
awareness in our fight against childhood cancer.
From their first steps to their first day of school, Miami Children’s is here for your children and we thank you for being here for us as we
launch many exciting new endeavors and celebrate growth Together For The Children.
Fondly,

Lucy Morillo-Agnetti, Esq.

Miami Children’s Hospital Foundation (MCH Foundation) recently celebrated the launch of its newest
leadership circle, the President’s Cabinet, at the New World Center on Miami Beach. More than 60 of South
Florida’s business and philanthropic leaders came together to learn about this new group that committed
to raising funds and awareness for Miami Children’s Hospital’s (MCH) programs, activities and achievements
locally, nationally and internationally. Guests had the opportunity to hear from President’s Cabinet Chairman Drew Kern of EWM Realty as well as
Vice-chair Vivian de las Cuevas-Diaz of Holland & Knight. Drew shared the story of his son Justin who received multiple cardiac surgeries at Miami
Children’s Hospital and today enjoys playing soccer, bike riding with his older brother, and all the activities of a healthy 7-year-old boy.
Created in response to a call for established professionals to engage with MCH and advocate for the Hospital in
their respective spheres of influence, the President’s Cabinet serves as an advisory council to the MCH Foundation
President & CEO, and as such, receives education about Miami Children’s while working to support the Hospital.

PRESIDENT’S CABINET NEW MEMBERS (as of January 2013)
Drew Kern
Chair
Vivian de las Cuevas-Diaz
Vice-Chair
Richard Candia
Tony Cisneros Figueroa
Chair: International Outreach Committee
Joaquin “Jack” Gonzalez
Chair: Development Committee

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP

Rena Kliot
Chair: Public Relations and
Community Outreach Committe
Arin Maercks
Alexander D. Moskovitz
Chair: Corporate Leadership
Committee
Albert J. Perez
Janelle Woodward

Jose Cabrera
Eilah Campbell-Beavers
Erika Carrillo
Karin Figueroa Cisneros
Alex Hernandez
John Petrucco
Hector Tundidor

Miami Children’s Hospital Foundation
President & CEO Lucy Morillo-Agnetti,
Miami Children’s Hospital President &
CEO Dr. M. Narendra Kini, President’s
Cabinet Vice-chair Vivian de las
Cuevas-Diaz, President’s Cabinet
Chair Drew Kern

For more information on the President’s Cabinet, please call 786.624.2825 or visit mchf.org/presidentscabinet
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2012 Diamond Ball Raises Nearly $4 Million
Nearly 700 community, business and society notables were taken through a bold
and elegant depiction of A Frosted Masquerade Affair at Miami Children’s Hospital
Foundation’s 2012 Diamond Ball. Held at the JW Marriott Marquis Miami on Saturday,
October 27, the event raised nearly
$4 million, including announced
gifts, to support world-class care at
Miami Children’s Hospital.
The event was chaired by Board
Member Marile Lopez and Jorge
Luis Lopez, Esq., who have agreed
to serve as 2013 Diamond Ball
Chairs. Additionally, Board Member
Ravneet Chowdhury and Anand Chowdhury served as International Chairs and
announced a $1.75 million donation at the gala.
Bald, Brave, Beautiful® Patients Featured in Gloria Gaynor Music Video
Grammy Award-winning artist Gloria Gaynor rewrote the words of her iconic song
I Will Survive in support of the Bald, Brave, Beautiful® project at Miami Children’s
Hospital. Additionally, Gaynor visited Miami Children’s Hospital to record this song and
music video to help spread the word that “kids and chemo should not go together.”
The video debuted at the Diamond Ball.

Top photo: 2012 Diamond Ball Chairs Jorge Luis and Marile
Lopez with 2012 Diamond Ball International Chairs Ravneet
and Anand Chowdhury

Visit youtube.com/miamichildrens to view the video and then visit mchf.org/donate
to help raise funds to find a cure and provide hope to children with cancer.

Bottom photo: Gloria Gaynor (center) sings with cancer
survivors Luis Rojas (left) and Briana Vega (right) as part of
I Will Survive Bald, Brave, Beautiful® music video

For more information on the 2013 Diamond Ball, please call 786.624.2986 or visit mchf.org/diamondball.

MIAMI CHILDREN’S YOUNG AMBASSADORS
As part of an end of year project, the
Miami Children’s Young Ambassadors
(MCYA) voted to support a project to
purchase chair beds for parents in the
Medical/Surgical Unit of Miami Children’s
Hospital using $50,000 raised from the
group’s fundraising efforts in its inaugural

MCYA Super Moms Barbara Havenick, Brooke
Perlyn and Cristina Echavarria with the superheroes!

year, 2011. The chair beds will provide
parents with a more comfortable stay
while their child is in recovery. This is all
part of Miami Children’s Hospital’s
family-centered care approach.
“It is very exciting for MCYA to designate
the monies raised through our fundraising
efforts to something meaningful that
will enhance the lives of the children and
families we serve at Miami Children’s
Hospital,” said Dr. Chad Perlyn and
Cristina Echavarria, MCYA Co-chairs.
MCYA also hosted several events, including
a special Breakfast With Your Favorite
Characters fundraiser at the beautiful
Ritz-Carlton in Key Biscayne. The 2-hour
fun-filled event raised nearly $4,000 for
the Meal Card Program at Miami
Children’s Hospital, which provides
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hunger relief to more than 600 families
of patients in need.
For more information on MCYA, please call
786.268.1719 or visit mchf.org/mcya.
MIAMI CHILDREN’S YOUNG
AMBASSADORS NEW MEMBERS
(as of January 2013)

t1BUSJDL$BOOPF
tAlex Galvez
tLaura Maria Gonzalez, Esq.
tMarcos Mestre, M.D.
tJuan Carlos Muniz, M.D.
tFelicia Nivoro
tYefim Nivoro
tKatalina Penaranda, Esq.
tAdriana Pereira
tManuel Reyes
tL. J. Rodriguez
tFrank Rosell

Children’s Miracle Networks Hospitals® Support Continues to Rise
Miami Children’s Hospital (MCH) is your exclusive Children’s Miracle Network Hospital in Miami-Dade, Broward and Monroe Counties.
Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals® (CMN Hospitals) is an international non-profit organization dedicated to raising funds and
awareness for 170 children’s hospitals across North America. Its core philosophy is to keep 100 percent of donations in the local area
in which they are raised. We would like to thank our many corporate and community partners and
Celebrating its
share some highlights from the second half of 2012.

30th Anniversary

MIRACLE BALLOON CAMPAIGNS
t 5IF8BMNBSU4BNT$MVCBOOVBMDBNQBJHOSBJTFENPSFUIBO  BOFBSMZ
increase from 2011
t $IJDPT'"4 JODMVEFT8IJUF)PVTF#MBDL.BSLFU4PNB*OUJNBUFT IPTUFEJUTBOOVBM
campaign which included bracelet and miracle balloon sales and raised nearly $21,000

EVENTS & PROMOTIONS
t
t
t
t

*)01T/BUJPOBM1BODBLF%BZBOE.JSBDMF#BMMPPODBNQBJHOSBJTFENPSFUIBO  BOFBSMZJODSFBTFGSPN
5IFUI"OOVBM5BTUFPG)BSCPS#FBDIFWFOUSBJTFENPSFUIBO 
5IFUIBOOVBM)BSEXBSF$POGFSFODFSBJTFEOFBSMZ 
.PSFUIBOSVOOFSTBOEXBMLFSTQBSUJDJQBUFEJOUIF4PVUI'MPSJEBMFHPGUIF5PSDI3FMBZGPS$./)PTQJUBMT5IF&EFO3PD
Renaissance hosted the event and everyone enjoyed meeting Shannon, one of our “miracle” children, and her family and
hearing their inspirational story
t 0SMBOEP"M[VHBSBZGSPN4QPSUTSBEJPIPTUFEIJTUIBOOVBMIPMJEBZUPZESJWFCFOFGJUJOHUIFQBUJFOUTBOEGBNJMJFTBU 
MCH. The 640 Sports team held five live remotes at Walmart stores in South Florida. In partnership with Walmart, a national
CMN Hospitals partner, they collected $250,000 in toys

STUDENT INVOLVEMENT
t 4UVEFOUTBUUIF6OJWFSTJUZPG.JBNJIPTUFEUIFJSBOOVBMIPVS%BODF.BSBUIPOBUUIF'JFMEIPVTFBUUIF#BOL6OJUFE$FOUFS
on the UM Campus. More than 230 students participated, were able to meet some of our “miracle” children and raised
nearly $12,000, more than double the amount raised last year
t 1IJ%FMUB&QTJMPOBU'*6IPTUFEJUTJOBVHVSBM"OBUPNZ'BTIJPO4IPXBOEBXBSETCBORVFU
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YEAR-ROUND
t 1BSUJDJQBUJOH3&."9BHFOUTDPOUJOVFUPTVQQPSU$./)PTQJUBMTZFBSSPVOECZNBLJOHBEPOBUJPOGPSFBDIDMPTFEUSBOTBDUJPO
t ).4)PTUBU.JBNJ*OUFSOBUJPOBM"JSQPSUBOE5PN5IVNC'PPE4UPSFTDPOUJOVFUPQBSUJDJQBUFJOUIFDBOJTUFSQSPHSBNUISPVHIPVUUIFZFBS

To learn more about
the CMN Hospitals
program, obtain
information about
hosting a fundraiser
or attend an event to
benefit MCH, please call
786.268.1832 or visit
mchf.org/cmnh.
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Upcoming Signature Events
HYUNDAI HOPE ON WHEELS 3RD ANNUAL MIAMI CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL 5K

3RD ANNUAL

PRESENTED BY SABADELL UNITED BANK
Saturday, September 21
7:30 a.m.
Coral Gables City Hall
mch5k.com

FOR HAPPIER, HEALTHIER KIDS
P R E S E N T E D

B Y

Join Miami Children’s Hospital for our 5K run/walk for happier, healthier kids. Our largest
annual community event, the Hyundai Hope on Wheels 3rd Annual MCH5K Presented by
Sabadell United Bank is designed to increase awareness of our pediatric subspecialties and
showcase our cutting-edge research, work, talent and the dedication of our physicians
and staff. This family-friendly event features a Kids Fun Race, Kids Zone, Vendor Village
and tech shirts and medals for 5K participants. Showcase your business to thousands of
participants as a sponsor or support world class-care at Miami Children’s Hospital by
starting a fundraising team today!
For sponsorship opportunities and more information, please contact Karen Araque at 786.624.2826 or karaque@mchf.org.

2013 DIAMOND BALL: A BRAZILIAN CARNIVAL MASQUERADE AFFAIR
Saturday, October 12
7:30 p.m.
JW Marriott Marquis
mchf.org/diamondball
Miami Children’s Hospital Foundation is proud to announce that the 2013 Diamond Ball
will be held on the evening of Saturday, October 12, with the fun-filled theme of A Brazilian
Carnival Masquerade Affair. As Miami Children’s Hospital Foundation’s premier signature event
gala, the Diamond Ball pays tribute to the Hospital’s grateful patients, world-class physicians
and generous philanthropists. Invited guests experience a spectacular themed black-tie affair
with a stylish cocktail soiree featuring entertainment, a sensational silent auction and much
more. This year, Grammy and Latin Grammy Award winning artist Juanes will be inducted into
the Ambassador David M. Walters International Pediatric Hall of Fame for his work on behalf of children’s causes worldwide.
Our very special event ranks among the top fundraisers in Florida and is recognized by society’s elite as the launch of the South
Florida gala season. The Diamond Ball attracts an esteemed group of business, community and philanthropic notables with strong
international connections and a common bond of making a difference in the lives of children. Join us as a sponsor or guest and
support an amazing cause!
For reservations and more information, please contact Morgana Nieves at 786.624.2038 or mnieves@mchf.org.

MIAMI CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL BECOMES HOME TO VICTOR CENTER
The Miami Children’s Hospital Brain Institute has become the new home of the Victor Center for the Prevention of
Jewish Genetic Diseases to ensure ongoing access to comprehensive genetic education, counseling services and
affordable screenings for all 19 genetic diseases that occur with greater frequency within the Jewish population.
Visit mch.com/victorcenter for more information.
To learn how you can support this initiative, please call 305.666.2889.
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More Than 500,000 Donated Toys Bring
Smiles to Patients at Miami Children’s
For more
information on
how you can
donate new,
unwrapped
toys, please call
305.666.2889.

As a result of the generosity of supporters throughout
our community and beyond, Miami Children’s Hospital
Foundation collected more than 500,000 toys for the
patients and families of Miami Children’s Hospital not just
this holiday season but throughout the entire year. These
toys help commemorate major milestones in a child’s
treatment at Miami Children’s Hospital - from going home
after a long hospital stay to completing chemotherapy.

Members of the MCH Child Life Department pose with some of the donated toys

Garth Leighton of Walmart joins Orlando Alzugaray of 640 AM Sports and
Neil Manausa of Walmart with some of the $250,000 in toys secured through their
fundraising drive

Our community, hospital staff and individual donors went
above and beyond in their efforts to support our children.
Their endless dedication and hard work has given new
meaning to the “season of giving.” With support from the
Child Life staff and our “Holiday Helpers” volunteers,
Miami Children’s Hospital
Foundation hosted one
of the most successful toy
drives in the hospital’s
history.

Help Us
Educate
Patients and
Families
You can purchase
iPads that will be used
to educate patients and
their families about
their condition and help
them understand an
upcoming procedure or
treatment plan.

Visit mchf.org/toydrive
to view a list of all of the
amazing supporters who
contributed to the success
of the 2012 toy drive.
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A Legacy of Hope for Children
Eleanor B. “Ellie” Sweet lived a long and prosperous life. True to her name, she was
known to be sweet to all who came in to contact with her.
A native of Pennsylvania, Ellie moved to Naples with her family in the early 1950s.
There she began working for Briggs and Stratton Industries and became very close
to the Briggs family.
Ellie loved animals, especially her red Doberman, Rusty. She enjoyed watching sea
birds and dolphins in the bay and feeding red cardinals each day.
She did not have any children but had many loving friends and a long-time
companion named Norm Jackson, who took care of Ellie, along with her friend
Dorothy, until she passed away peacefully with Norm by her side.

Ellie’s legacy
will forever live at
Miami Children’s Hospital
as a ray of hope
for all children.

An astute businesswoman and avid stock
NBSLFUGPMMPXFS &MMJFBNBTTFEBTNBMMGPSUVOFUISPVHIPVUIFSZFBST
Dedicated to her community, she decided to leave her legacy supporting
organizations that benefit and enrich those around her by creating a trust.
Since 2004, the Eleanor B. Sweet Fund has donated nearly $600,000 to Miami
Children’s Hospital Foundation.
Ellie’s legacy will forever live at Miami Children’s Hospital as a ray of hope for all children.

For more information on trusts and other ways in which you can make a difference in perpetuity by naming Miami Children’s
Hospital as a beneficiary in your will, please call 786.624.2898 or visit mchf.org/plannedgiving.

CORPORATE HIGHLIGHTS
TAYLOR & MATHIS OF FLORIDA, INC.
Since joining Miami Children’s Hospital Foundation’s (MCH
Foundation) Corporate Leader Program, Taylor & Mathis of
Florida, Inc. has made it a corporate mission to support the
children and families at Miami Children’s Hospital (MCH) and
raise funds and awareness throughout the community.

TURNER CONSTRUCTION IS ALL IN FORE THE KIDS!
We proudly thank Turner Construction for serving as the
Presenting Sponsor of the Inaugural Gentlemen’s Night Out,
an All in Fore the Kids event.
Turner committed $25,000 and
d is
recognized as a Senior Leadership
hip
member of the Miami Children’s
n’s
Hospital Foundation Annual
Corporate Leader Program.

For the second year in a row, MCH Foundation has been the
beneficiary of the annual FedEx Waterford 5K, which has raised
more than $50,000 during this time. These funds will support
areas in which there is a great need for financial support,
including MCH’s Global Health Initiative, which offers
world-class specialized pediatric healthcare services to patients
from more than 90 countries.

To learn how your business
can support Miami Children’s
Hospital, please call 786.624.2839
839
3
or visit mchf.org/clp.

In addition to the 5K, Taylor & Mathis employees have organized
several toy drives and collected more than $10,000 in presents
for hospitalized patients over the past two years. This is an
example of a corporate culture of giving and MCH Foundation
is proud to have organizations like Taylor & Mathis as part of our
Corporate Leader Program.

Help Us Be Where the Children Are
You can support one of MCH’s many outpatient centers in
a variety of ways, from funding treatment rooms, rapid
testing laboratories and rehabilitation gymnasiums to
naming opportunities.
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Grateful Family Gives Back.
James was a seemingly healthy infant, but at only 4 months old, he began experiencing difficulty breathing. James’s parents Kelly
and Reese Robinson, who reside in Jupiter, Florida, searched the nation for a top children’s hospital and selected Miami Children’s
Hospital (MCH) to care for their son. After James underwent a series of tests, they heard the words no parents want to hear, “your
child needs heart surgery.” James’s aorta, the largest artery in the body, was constricted and it was limiting blood flow to his body.
Four days later, Dr. Redmond Burke and the nationally-ranked team at MCH performed
the surgery. James recovered beautifully in the Hospital’s dedicated Cardiac Intensive
Care Unit (CICU) and enjoys visiting with all his fellow patients during his follow-up care.
The Robinsons give back by spending time with families in the CICU family room each
month, delivering dinner and speaking with families about their experiences. They
collected more than 100 toys for the patients in the CICU this holiday season. They also
are very grateful that MCH has opened two outpatient centers in Palm Beach County
with the Nicklaus Children’s Health Care Foundation so that they can turn to the same
level of care closer to home.

James Robinson with his father Reese
at Miami Children’s Hospital

“Our giving to MCH is a privilege,” said
Kelly. We give out of gratitude for the
care of our children but also to honor
all the dedicated staff that do their
jobs with excellence for each and every
child and family who enters the doors.”

For more information about how you can make a difference in the life of a child,
please visit mchf.org/donate.

The Robinson family poses at a playground

8

